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BY Se oy In bis Explanation 
REEF ib; Grand Myltety of God. 
| neſs, between the Animal Life and-the 
Divine Life, is certainly of great Uſe # lead, 

us into the Underſtanding t Myſtery. _ 

What wat the'Fall and Apoſtacy 9 „ 
5 but i * 
Sone Nevolf vm . R Efe "5M 
giving up iſe ch abel d the Auiwef Ele: 9 


FP 4 


fign of our Rediemer, 3 
Ju to recover us to the divine au (piritual ' 
Life again by the Influences of bis Grace? © 
And to this Bis Goſpel bas a dirett Tendenry : 
His Religion i tall ſpiritual and divine, bil: 
ll other Religions favour of the animal 
Life. Chriſtianity (ſaltb be) is that Period 
of the Wifdom- and Providence of God, 
wherein the animal Life is remarkably in- 
ſiulted, and trrumphed over by the divine. 
Book 71. Chap. 7. And fo far, and no far. 
we, are we Chriſtians indeed, as this Re. 4 
wotution ir brought about in our Souls, 


Tbe Conflict is between theſe two: Nothing 
e Tes than Pleaſure: In Order, 
. 


2 yt 


— 


Fo "the Ss RB: 


T t to the advancing of the Intereſts 5 of 


the divine Life in ay/elf and gathers, [have 
Here endeavoured, as God has enabled me, to 


vine Life are wnſpeakably. better, and more 


1 deſerving, . than thoſe. of the animal: Life: | 


Mere People convinced af. ths, woe ſhould 
Fain our Point. 8 
Tue Subſtance of this. was preached. lat © 
3 Tear i in Six Sermons, inthe ordinary Courſe 
_ of my An. among many other. Reaſons 
why we ſhould be religious; I was then 
' (ſolicited is mate it public, and now take this | + 
Opportunity to prepareit for the Preſs, when, 
through the good Hand of my.God upon me, 
1 have finiſbed the Fifth Yohime of my 
Expoſition, . before. I go about my Sixth. 
And n 1 confeſs, Tindulge an Inclina- 
. tion of my own; for this Dotarine of the 
Pleaſantneſs of Religion is what I haue 
eng had a ne Kindneſs for, and 
taken all Occaſion to mention. Yet I would 
not thus far have gratified either my Friends 
ERegueſt, or my own Inclination, if I had not 
tboug bt, that, bythe Bleſſing of God, it might 


7 of ſome Service to the Common Intereſt. of 


_ Chiiff's nr and the Common Salvation 
of precious Souls. 
| M. H. 


May 31, 
1714. 


1 : mate it evident, that the Pleaſures of the di. 
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rn U E Rilivien and Godin is 6 BY 


Book of the. Proverbs, repreſented, 
KS: and ſo recommended to us, under the. 
A Name and Character of Wiſdom, 
Prov. 8 2, 75 20. ii. 2, 10. iii. 13. Pſal. cxi. 10. 
becauſe it is the higheſt Improvement of the bu- 

man Nature, and Ro beſt and ſuteſt Guide of 
buman Life. It was one of the firſt and mat 
 antient Diſcoveries of God's Mind to the Chii- 
dren of Men, to the inquiſitive Part of them that 
are in Search for Wiſdom, and would have it at 
any Rate: then when God made a Weig E. far the 
Mind, and a Decree far the Ram, on he, 

brought all the other Creatures under the eſta. 8 
dliſhed Rule and Law of their Creations. ac- | 
| cording tq their reſpective Capacities, then he. 
declared this to 1 8 A reaſo C feature, as. 


N 505 8 


EE EF 4. 


1 3 


7 T N in Scripture, and particularly in this : 


; | _ they do; but, tho 


* 7 which Man's 
i guainting 
| "hh _ uþ Communion with him; herein they, that Pro- 


tbem, but for them, all the Treaſures of } 


* 


| E=. * 22 PLE SURE. 


- Joh Aan of the 3 that es 92 


Wealth and Honours, are Pretenders to Wi 


them, and#Þeir Poſterity (that reap the Ftuitof 
| their worldly Wiſdom) approve their Sayings, | 


yetthis their May is their Foliy; Pſal. xlix. 13, 18. 
3 Ih ſo it will appear, when God himſelf ſhall 
1 call thoſe Fools, who. ſajd to their Souls, 4 
* Jour Eaſe in Barns full of Corn, and Bags ful 
of Money; Luke xii. 20. Jer. xvii. 11. 


The learned Men of the World were l. 


wiſberr to Wiſdom, and modeſily called them - 


3 ſelves oa. Lovers of i ſdom, and many wiſe 
= Principteswe have from them, and wiſe Precepts, 


and yet their Philoſophy failed them in that 


himſelf with his Maker, and keeping 


feed themſelves to be wiſe, became Fools, Rom. i. 
22. aud the World by Wye neu not God, 


* But true Chriftians are, without Doubt, the 


truly wiſe Men, to whom Chriſt is made of _ 


im, 1 Cor. i. 30. in whom ore hid, not 


2 
and Knowled ge, Col. ii. 3. They underſtand them 


ſelves beſt, Tg on which Side their Inteteſt lies, 


that give up them emſc}vestotheConduRof Chriſt, 2 
und his Word and Spirit; that conſult his Oracler, 


and govern themſelves by them, which are in- 
deed the true Oracles of Riafen, Prov. ix. 10. 


* * to be te wiſh, ul they begin to be 


. 
4 
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Joch, and think none do jo well for themſeiuer an = 
ugh their Neighbours ppl 


$ great Duty and Intercft lie in, ace. _ .. 


— 


"reli - 


u 


Arier 5 


2 religions; and they then leave off i to be wiſe when 


 . the 


they leave off to do Good. Pfal. xxxvi 3. 
Nou, toremmend to us the Study and Prac- 
tice of mis true Wiſdom, "th: bring #5 into 2 
willing Subjection to her Authority, and #zep us 
to a co eue Obſervance of her Dictates, 
great God is here, by dolomon, reaſoning with 
us, from thoſe Topics, which in other Caſes 
uſed to be cogent, and commanding enough. It is 
wonderful Condeſcenſton, that He, d an 
indiſputable Authority over us, thus vonch- 
ſafes to reaſon with us, to draw with the Cords 
of a Man, and the Bands of Live, Hol. xi. 4, 
when he might make Ufe only of the Cords fs a 
God, and the Band? of the La, Pal. ii. | 
invite us to that 


by precious Promifes, which 16 


vb enjotns upon us by his Precept, and thoſe vor 


grievous, I John v. 


Intereſt is the wee © Obere of the World; 
which, when Men are once convinced of, they 


will be ſwayed by more than any Thing elſe ; 
every one is for what he can get, and therefore 


applies himſelf to that he thinks he can get by ; * 


the common Enquiry is, bo will hei us any 


. Good? We would all be happy, would all be eaſy. 


Now it is here demonſtrated, by eternal 
Fruth itſelf, that it is our Interefl t to be religious, 
aad therefore Religion deſerves * to be called 


Wiſdom ; becauſe it teaches us to do well for 


- ourſelves; and it is Certain, that the Way to 


to happy, that is, yaney holy, hereafter, 18 


to be holy, that is, truly hap), now. It is 
laid down for a Principle here, H ; appy is the Man 


1 that fndeth Wiſdom, ver. 13, that finds the Prin= | 
A4 | 2 5 


8  TFhrePEEASUREgof 
| ciples and Habits of it planted inthis on Soul 
by divine Grace; that, having diligently ſought, 

bas at length found, that Pearl of great Price, 
and the. Man that getteth Underflanding reckons 
| himſelf therein a true Gainer. The Man that 


|. | draws out Under ftanding, ſo the original Word 


ſigniſies; that produceth it and brings it forth ; 
qui profert Intelligentiam; and fo the Chaldee 
reads it.— Happy is the man, that, having a 
' good Principle in him, makes Uſe of it both for 
fis own and others Benefit; that, having laid 
—A ᷣ VV ĩͤ K 
It is neceſſary to our being happy, that we 
have right Notions of Happineſs; the Nature of 
it, wherein it conſiſts, What ate the Ingredients 
of it, and what the Ways that lead to it; for 
many keep themſelves miſerable by thinking 
themſelves happy when really they are not; and 
vwehave Reaſon to ſuſpect their Miſtakeconcern- 
ing themſelves, hecauſe they miſtake ſd proſsly 


. * 


concerning others: They call abe Proud happy, | 


Mal. iii. 15. They bleſs the Covetont, whom the 


Tierd abbers, Pal. x. 4. It concerns us, there- 


| fore, to conſider, whence we take our Meaſures 
' of Happineſs, and what Rules we go by in judge | 
7 L 8 
ing of it; that we may not covet our Lot with 
| thoſe with whom we ſhould dread to have our 
Lot; that we may not lay as the P/almift was 
tempted to ſay, when he looked upon the out- 


Ward. Proſperity of worldly People, "Happy is 


- C 


the People that is in ſuch a Caſe; but as he 
determined to ſay, when he looked upon the 
true Felicity of podly People, Happy. thrice I 
] happy, for ever | happy, is that People, i boſe G 0 HY 


— 


being RELIGIOUS. 76 
un the Lord, Pal. cxliv: 15 And, az God here 
ſaith, whoſe Judgement, we are ſure, is accor- 


ding to Truth, Happy is the. Mas, that finds” 


Wi dem. 


The Hoppineſe of thoſe that are regina is | 


bere roved,. 8 
rom che true Prot that i is N got got dy Ke 
PE Gadlineſs 1 is profitable to all 83 1 1 

v. 8. 181 is ol univerſal Advantage 


may be. Loſers for our Mice yet we ſhall 


not only not be Loſers by it, but we ſhall = 
67 coloeakable Gainers in the End. They, that 
trade with Wiſdom's Talents, will find the 
Merchandiſe of it better than the Merchandiſe of 
Silver, and the Gain thereof than fine Gdld, and 
that it is more precious than Riubies. As long ſince 


as 70 Time it was agreed, that the Advan- 
tages of Religion were ſuch, that, as they could 


not be purchaſed, ſo they could not be Balea, 


with the Gold of Ophir, the precious Onyx, or 


the Sapphire: The Tom of Ethiopia could > : 
equal them, Jab xxviii. 16, 19. - Length of Days 


it in Wiſdom's right Hand, even Lite for ever 


more; Length of Days, and no Shortening of 
them; and, in her left Hand, Riches and Honour, 
| ver. 16. the unſearchable Riches of Ghrift, and 
the Honour that comes from God, which are true 


| Riches, and true Honours, becauſe. durable, 
becauſe eternal, 


ger of Poverty and iſgrace. 
II all Labour there is Pr 


in the 


5 


8 . 


for ever out of the Dan- 


ofit, more or leſs, 
of one Kind or other, but no Profit like that 


Labour of Religion: They, who mate 4. 
* af it, me * ae 8 W 


Re we 1 
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4 PLEASURE 


' 


ies preſent Hicomesare valuable, and a comfort= © 


able; honorable, Maintenance for a Soul, but 


its future Recompences infinitely more fo ; above 
What we are able either to ſpeak or think. 


. From the tran Phaſute that is to 


x be found in it. Here are Profit and Pleaſure uni- 5 


tei, Wien complete the Happineſs. Onine tulit 
PpPundun, gui miſcuit utile dulcs, Thoſe, that - 


ny themſelves 
in their 'Plaſires; and they, that will indulge 
themſelves-1 in their Pleaſures, muſt be content 
ney, but to ſpend it: As they 
that are cot know they muſt not be volup< 
thous, ſo they that are voluptuous leave no Room 
to be covetous; but it is not ſo in the Profits and 
Meaſures of Religion: Here a Man may. both 
get and ſev+ the ſpiritual Riches of divine Grace, : 
and yet, attheſame Time, bathe ina full Stream 
of divine Conſolations, and be nevertheleſs a 
Holy Epicure in ſpiritual Delights, for his - 
ing up Treaſures in Heaven; the Soul may even 
thin dwell at Eaſe, whea it is labouring moſt 


|  purſug'the Gains of the World in Wealth and 
| Riches! muſt be willing to den 


diligently for the Meat that endures to ane 


Life, © 
| is is th that which the Text ſpeaks of; * 
both the Profit and Preafure of Religion are put 
together in the next Words, She is the Tree of 
Bie, ver. ig. both enriching and delighting to 

| themthat lay bold upon her. What Gain or Com- 


"= fort Mke Fac of Life! 


i, We ate here Adee 1 That ber. War * 
: abe the Mays of Plegſantneſs; not only * be 
EK 1 * _ intheAbſtract, "Waysof ee 4 
3 + "MD, 


my 


* 3 


GIOUS. tit 
uſe, 25 if Plealaiitneſs were fonte ti. ole 
Ways, and not to be found wny where elſe z- 
and the Pleaſantneſs ariſeth not from any fo- 
reign Circumſtance but from the inagte Good=- = 
neſs of the Ways themſelves.” Or it notes the - 
_ exceeding ſuperlative Pleaſantneſs of Religion; 
it is as pleaſant as Pleaſantne/s idlelf.: They are 
Ways of Pleaſanineſs, cui, it is the Word from 
Which Mami had her: Name in the Day of her 


Proſperity, which afterwards ſhe diſclaimed 3 


Marah, bitter. Think you hear Wiſdom ſaying, 


Ruth i. 20. Call me not Naomi, pleaſant, But 


on the contrary, Call me nat Marah, Bitter, ag- 
ſome have miſcalled me, but call me Naom,. 
| pleaſant, The V ulgar Latin reads it, Vie pub. 
 chre: Her Ways are beautiful Ways; Ways of 
Sweetneſe ; ſo die CB,; 

_ - Wiſdom's Ways are ſo, i. % The Ways. 
which ſhe has difected us to walk in, the Ways 
ol her Commandments, thdſe are ſuch, as, if we 

keep cloſe to, and go on in, we ſhall certainly find 
true Pleaſure and Satisfaction. Wiſdom faith,, 
this is the Nay, walk in it, and you ſhall not 
only find Life at the End, but Pleaſure in the 
Way. That which is the only right May to 
- Happineſs, we mult reſolve to travel, and to 
proceed, and perſevere, in it, whether it be fair 


or foul, pleaſant or unpleaſant; bur it is a great, © 


- Encouragementto a Traveller, to know that his 
Way is not only the right Way, but a piænſant 


Hanz sand ſuch the Way to Heaven is. 
God pag told us by Solomon, Chap. ii. 3, 4. 
that we mult cry after Knowledge, muſt give. 
uf. ce to Budnfandin, that we muſt ſet 


= 
* 


p. / 


12 -., The PLEASURE, 
it, and. ſearch for it, muſt ſpare no Coſt or 
Pains to get it: He had told us, that this 
Wiſdom would reftrain us from the Way 
| both of the ui Man and of the flrange No- 
man, Chap. ii. 12, 16. that it would keep 
us from all the forbidden. Pleafures of Senſe. 
Now, leſt theſe Reffraints from Pleaſure, and 
Conſtraints to Piety and Labour, ſhould di- 
courage any from the Ways of Religion, he 
here aſſures us, not only that our Pains will 
de abundantly recompenſed with the Profits of 
Religion, but the Pleaſures we forego will be 
| - abundantlybalanced with the Pleaſures we ſhall 
| ' - Secondly, It is added, That all ber Paths are 
Peace. Peace is ſometimes put for all Good; 
here ſome take it for the Good of Safety and 
Protection. Many Ways are pleaſant, they are 
clean, and look ſmooth, but they are dange- 
vous, either not ſound at Bottom, or befet with 
3 "Thieves; but the Ways of Wiſdom have in 
| them a holy Security as well as a holy Serenity, 
l and they that walk in them have God himſelf ' 
for their Shield as well as their Sun, and axe not 
only joyful i the Hope of Good, but are, or 
may be, quiet alſo from the Fear of Evil, 
But we may take it for the Good of Pleaſure 
and Delight, and ſo it ſpeaks the ſame with the 
former Part of the Verſe: As there is Pleaſant- 
_ zeſr in Wiſdom's Ways, ſo there is Peace in all 
I. There is not only Peace a the End of | 
Religion, but Peace in the Jay. There is not 
enly Peace provided as a Bed, for good Men - h 


1 ; " 
- a — 
- 4 1 1 
. 1 5 1 1 
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being RELIGIOUS: 3 
Le down in at Night, when their Hart is done, 
and their Warfareis accompliſhed, they ſhall then 
enter into Peace, reft in their Beds, Iſa. Ivii. 2. 
| Mark the perfett Man, and behold the upright, 
for the End of tbat. Manis Peace, Plal. xxxvii. 37. 

It is everlaſting Peace: But there is alſo Peace 
provided as a Shade, for good Men to work in 
all Day, that they may not only do their Worx, 
but do it with Delight: For, even the Work 7 
Righteouſneſs, as well as its Reward, ſhall be, 
Peace; Iſa. xxxii. 17. and the immediate Effet 
of Righteouſneſs, as well as Its Ine at laſt, Quit. 


* 1 


It is poſſible, that Var may be the Way to 
Peace: Sic guærimus Pacem, Thus we purſue 
Peace, is the beſt Motto to be engraven on 
Weapons of War; but it is the Glory of thoſe 
who are truly religious, that they not only ſeek - 
Peace, but enjoy it; the Peace of God rules their 
Hearts, and by ghat Means keeps them; and, 
even while they are Travellers, they have Peace, 
though they are not yet at-bome. © 
| It is the Miſery of the carnal, irreligious, 
World, that the Way of Peace they have not 
Fnown, Rom. iii. 17. for, they are like the 
troubled Sca ; there is no Peace, ſauth my God, 
Io the Witked, Iſa. lvii. 20, 21, How can Peace 


be ſpoken to them 'that are not the Sons of 
| Peace? Luke x. 4, 5. to them that have not 
Grace for the Word of Peace to faſten upon? 
| They may cry Peace to themſelves, but there 
TY 23” . — | ” 
” is no true Peace either in their Way or in 
chr End; To fuch I fa, .in Kings ix, 18. 


: 


- — - - „ 
a. RY 
— — » —_— we 
* 
* 


Vd Reſt for your Souls, Jer. * We go on 


miſs our Way. 


her our neys are Peace. The Paths of 


| T0 — een 


What baft thou to da with Peace? turn thee bebind 


me; while in God's Name I ſpeak Peace to all 
that are in the Covenant with the God of Peace, 


to all the faithful Subjects of the Prince of Peace, 
that haveexperimentally#nown the May Peace, 
and to them I ſay, Go on, and proſper: Go on in 


Peace, for the God of Love and Peace i is and 


will de with you. 8 
2. There is not only this Peate in the ay 


ok Religion in general; but in the particular F 
\* Paths of that Way. View it in the ſeverat _ 
Acts and Inflances of it, in the Exerciſe of 


every Grace, in the Performance of every 
Duty, and you will find, that what is ſaid of 


the Body of Chriſtianity is true of ævery Fart | 
of it, it is Peace. 


Pr Ways of Religion are trackel as Ph; 8 
ays are; Cant. i. 8. We go forth by ibe Foot 


IH prof the Flock. Tt is the good old Way that 
| al 


ave walked in that are gohe to Heaven be- 
fore us, and this contributes Something 'to the 
Peace of it.. Walk in the ald May, and you ſhall 


in our Way A with ſo-much the more Aſſurance, 
when we ſee thoſe going before us, whio through 


Faith and Patience are now inheriting the Pro- 


miſe; let us but keep the Path, and we ſhall not. 


14 


ate not like Walks in 2 Gatden, which we 


* The Challe reads it, e eius 


mzke Uſe of for Diverſion only, and an A- 
£ mulement: but like Fracks i in a great Road, 


which 


- 


- : being REEIGHOUS.- : $.- © 4 
Vbich we preſs forward in with Care and Pains, . 
_ as'a Traveller in his Journey, plus ultra ſtill. 
till we come to our Journey's End. We 
müſt remember, tat in the Ways of Re- 
 ligion, we are upon dur! Journey, and it is a 
Journey of Bukinefs, Buſineſs of Life and 
© Death. and, therefore, we muſt not trifle 
or jolt Time; but mut Ii uþ our Reet 
5 as Facob did, 8 Xxix. I. then Jacob went. 
on bis Way, (in the Margin it is, be Ii up bis 
Het, ) and lift up our Hearth, as Jehoſhaphat did, 
_ the Way 5 4 Lord, 2 Thtön. ul. 6. and . 
not ike up mort of the Ebd of our Faith ank 
Hope, nottake up ſhortof Home: And, though 5 
the Journey is long, abd requires all this Cafe 
and Application, yer it is pleaſant, it is Peace 
Hh notwithſtanding, _ 8 „ 
latte Way of Religi on add Godlideſs, taken 1 
general 1580 are Acerent Paths, according . 
to the Nnerent Sentiments of wiſe and 
Men in the leſs weighty Matters of the Law; 
but, bleſſed be God, every different Path is not 
a Be gt and if it be not, but ke A N the 
—_ of divine Truths and as to 


ſſentials of Religion, it may be, ir hall be, 
A 2 5 of Peace; For? both he that eatzrh, and. 

he tha at eateth not, giveth God Thanks, Rom. ja 
6. and has Comfort- in it. If we rightly un- 
derſtand that the Kingdim of God, the . 
of Wiſdom, is not Moat and 2 Drink we Wor „ 
find it to be, which indeed it is, Right ohteouſneſs 

and Peace, and Joy i in the H oy: G hoſt, Rom. lo. 
xiv. 77. 52 


2 There ; 


16 | The PLEASURE of 
23. There is this Peace in all the Paths of h 
Wiſdom ; ; in all the Inſtances of pure and 
undefiled Religion; logie into them all, make. 
Trial ofthem all, an 185 will find there is none 
to be excepted againſt, none to be quarrelled 
with; they are all oniform, - and of a Piece; 


the ſame golden Thread of Peace and Pla-. 


Fire runs through. the whole Web of ſerious ; 
Godlinels, 4 , 
We cannot ſay ſo of this World, That all ' 


= its Paths are Peace, however ſome oft them may 5 


1 pretend to give the Mind a little Satisfaction; 3 
: 7 Pleaſures have their Alloys; that which one 


hing ate another comes preſently and 
embitiers. But, as there is. an univerſal Rec- | 
titude in the Principles of Religion, Pal. cxix. 
128. I bave age: all thy Precepts concerning 

all Things to be right; and, Prov. viii, 8. 4 
be N ods of my Mouth are in Righteouſneſs, (ſaith 
Wiſdom,) pr there is Nothing froward or per- 
verſe in them; ſo there is an univerſal Peace and 
Pleaſure in the Practice of Religion: All our 
= 5 if tuch as they ** be, will de ſuch as 


3 The Dofrine . contained] in theſe 
Words, is, | 


1 True Pi hath True 22 in 10. 
Or thus: 


The W, 5 Relig in are aſant and eace- 
. 2 / s re fen [pea 


| e ths <9 DS CHAP, 


n, Replication f the boni. ; = 


down, and. there is little i in it that needs 
plication: It were well for us, if we would 

bet as readily ſubſcribe to the Certainty of it 
| 28 we apprehend the Senſe and Meaning of it. 
Nor will any complain, that it is hard to be un- 

derſtood, but thoſe who know no other Pleaſures 

but thole of Senſe, and relifþ no other, ang 

therefore reſolve not to give Credit to it. Thoſe © 

who think, Hou can this be, that there ſhould 
be Pleaſure i in Piety? will be ready to queſtion, 
What's the Meaning of t this grace and 0 

call it a bard Saying. 0 

You know what Pleaſure is, 1: hopez j you 

know Samething what the Pleaſure of the Mind 
is, a Pleaſure which the Soul has the Senſation _. 
of, And do you not. know Something what 
Pity is? a due Regard to a God above us, and. 
baving the Eyes of the Soul ever up unto him? 
and then you know what [ mean, when I ſay, 
that there is an Abundance of real Pleaſure, 
and Satisfaction i in the . of Religion and 
Codlineſs. N 

But, to help you a \ little in the underſtanding 
of i it, and to prevent Miſtakes, obſerve, F* 


xr: is a plain Truth which we have 8 Jad 


Faq, 


— 


K t far as it goes, "4 


5 _ cations of Senſe, which put their Mouths out of 


aa 


| 7  THPELRASU REW 
i rt, That I ſpeak of true e and of that 


- 


very a $3 16 the © 


8 Hypoerites are 


55 Delights and Pleafures of Religion; nay, 1 5 are 


hes br ſo, for it is y which thoſe Strangers 


dos not intermeddle with. Counterfeit Piety can |}. 


never bring in true Pleaſure. He that ac a Part 
upon a Stage, though it be the Part of one that 
is ever ſo pleaſant, though he may humour the 
Pleaſantneſs well enough, be doth not experience - 
it. The Pleaſutes of God's Houſe lie not io the 
outer Courts, but within the Vail, None knows 2 
What the Peace of Gedrgeans, but thoſe that are 
8 under the Dominion and Operation ofhis Grace; 
nor can any, that deny the Power of Godlineſs, ex · 
pect toſhare in the Pleaſurecof it. When iſto 
enters into thine Heart, takes Poſſeſſion of that, 
and becomes a living, active, Principle there, 
* then, and not till thęn, it ĩs pleaſant Ki. thy Soul, 
Prov. ii. 10, They, thataim at no more but the 
Credit of their Religion before Men, juſtly. fall 
ſhort of the Comfort of it in themſelves. 
. Hypocrites have other Things that they delight 
in the SatisfaQtions of the World, the Gratifi- 


Taſte to ſpiritual Pleafures, ſo that they have 

no Plaaſure inthem. They, that have their Hearts 

upon their Marketings, are weary of the new 

Moons and the Sabbaths, Amos vi il. . With 
| * Reaſon, therefore, doth Fob aſk, Will the 

ocrite delight himſelf in the Abmighty ? Chap. | 

| XXvii. 10, No; his Soul takes its Eaſe in the 


N and returns not to the Creator as its 


"EN 


* 


\ 


N Aar pELIGHOUR. = 3 
Some frſby P aſure 2 Hypocrjte may have ; 
in Religion, from à Land Flood of fenfible Af- 
feciions, who yet has not the leaſt Taſte of the 
* River of Ged's Pleaſures, "There were thoſe 
who delighted to know God's Ways, Ifa. lviti. 2. 
they: met with ſome pretty Notions in _— 
and pleaſed their F ancies, but they did not de- 
light 16 wall in them. The flony Ground 
received the Nerd with Foy, and yet received MY 
no laſting Benefit by it, Luke viii- 13. Herad _ 
| heard John lady, Mark vi. 20. He found Some- 
| thingvery agreeable in his Sermons, and which 
natural Conſcieace could not but embrace, and 1 
Vvyeteould not bear to be teproved for his Herodias. 
| Aﬀorid Preacher, ſuch as Ezehiel was, may ve. 
te chem as 4 very t92ly Seng, a one that can 
1 Inſtrument, Exek. xxxiti. = and 
Pet, at the ſame Tine, the Word of the Lord, if 
It touch their Conſciences, and ſhew them their 
Tranſ greſſions, is to them a Reproach, Jer. vi. 10 
© They, whoſe Hearts are not right with ( 
in their Religion, cannot have 18 Pleaſure of 
* with Cod: for it is the Soul only that 
ſeth with God, and that he communicates = 
to: Bodily Exerciſ⸗ profiteth little, x Tim. 
. 1 and, we bom 5 2 little. The Ser- 
vice of God is a Burden and a Taſk, to an 
_ unſantified,/unrenewed, Heart; jt is out of i its 
Element when it is brought i into that Air; and, 
therefore, inſtead of ſnufling i it up, and ſaying, 
Behold what a Pleaſure it is l it ſmffs at it, 


and — oy that a Mcurineſi it is, pa Mal. 
1 1 N . 


| Religion, and diſcharge t 
| feffion of it, after they have a While difeu/ed 


— D 
F 
. 


+ = 
x - 
> Gp 


> D - »t 
K 


Fre ——— = 


* 
A : 
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Nor can they take any Pleaſure in em 5 


wi ith their own Beal er in their Reflections, 


for they are ready upon all Occaſions to-give 
them Uneaſipdſs,. by charging them with ihat 


which is diſagrecable to their Profeſſion, and 


1 85 the Lie to it: and, though they cty Peace, 
Peace, to themſelves, . they have that within 
them, that tells them "the God. f Hewves & __ 5 

vot ſpeak Peace to them; and this algen 

8 upon all theit Pleaſure, that their Religion iti 5 
 grues them Pain. God himſelf is a. Terror to 

them, and the Goſpel itſelf condemns them for: - 
their Inſincerity. And in Time of Trouble and, 
. Diũtreſs none are ſo much afraid as the Sinners. 

mn Sion, Iſa. XXXiii. 14. the ſecret Sinners there, 

land Fear fulneſs is the greateſt Surpriſe of all to 


the HHhßpocrite, Amos vi. 1.) that were at Eaſe. 


: 7 and thought its  frong Holds would de 5 
I their $ ecurity. 


"And therefore it is that H Fer of off 
hemf: es ot the Fro- ; 


themſelves with it, becauſe it did not fit eaſy, 


and they are weary of it. Tradeſmen, that take. 
10 Pleaſure in their Buſineſs, will not ſtick to it 


Jong, no.more will thoſe that take no Pleaſure, 


im a Religion; nor will any Thing carry us 

ough the outward Difficulties of, it, but the, 
Fans, Dzl:ghts of it; if thoſe be wanting, the 
Tree is 'not e and Ar N even 25 


4 


* 
- 


inthe Almighty; Job xvii. 9, 10. And thisought 


not to be a Stumbling- block to us. Thus Hy 
pocrites in Religion prove Apoſtates from it; 
and the Reaſon is, becauſe they never ſoumd it 


9 were never ſpicere in it; which was heir 
8 — and not the Fault of the Religion they 
fe ed. Tag ED 3 Bo 43S a 45.4, {0 
Leet us, thereſore, tale Heed, and betvare of 
 #Hhpecrify,' Luke xii. 1. as ever we hope to find 
_. Phaſure in Religion. Counterfeit Piety hath 
ſome other End in Vie, ſome other End 1% 
fſerve, than that which is the Spring of true De- 
Alt. They, that teſt in that, Beo them um 
Gifterns, Jer, ii. 13. thet can hold but little Wa! 
ter, and that dead; nay, broken Ciſternt chat 
can hold no Mater; and how can they expect 
the Pleaſure which they have, that cleave toand 
continually draw from the Fountain of Life and 
living Waters? No, as their Principles are, ſuch 
are their Pleaſures ; as their Aims are, foch are 
| their Jeys; they appeal to the World, and to 
the World they ſhall go; but let not the Credit 
of Religion ſuffer, then, for the Sake of thoſe 
who are only Pretenders to it ; and ſo, indeed, 
Enemies to it. . 
2. It is poſſible that true Chriſtians may, 
through their own Fault and Foily, want very 
much of the Pleaſure of Religion; and there- 
fore, I ſay, true Piety, as far as it goes, is very 
Pleaſant ; as far as it has its due Influence © 
upon us, and is rightly underſtood, and ved 
4 We 


Pligſont; they never found it pleaſant, becnuſe 


ways fleqjant,and yet mut on, hat Wikdom's | 


2 A as. they ought to do, Luke vii. 35 


MN 5 ſute that is to de foundin them ;-or. (which in is 


* hampe r themſelves with needleſs 


3 


1 — ar 
11 abide by it, that . 


[dem's Ways. = Y 


ex are ſometimes unpleaſant, and thereia 
come ſhort of jufifying Miſdom in this Matter 
. and rather 

give Advantage Are and do Preju- 
dice to her Cauſe, Either they miſi theſe — 
And turn aſide out of them; and ſo loſe che lea · 


a common Caſe) they refuſe to tate the C: 
which they might have in theſe Ways. Ft Ey 


tie, 
make Loe Yoke boy which Chriſt bas made = 
daß, and that frightfulwhich he deſigned ſhould 


"oF | ; be encouraging; they #nduigethemſelves;andthen, 


Fs —— even unto Death, ben se U e 


| becauſeofthis; for, TR OO 
' * . MMelanchth, it is not ſos for i it is conti 


mm phnabwhen be was angry; juſtifythemſelvesia 
1 GnfdefoGriefoand Feafs, and think they do well 
- 2 tbemſelues inte an Agony, to be very beavy, 

+ amazed, and their Souls exceeding for. 


| Chriſt put himſelf imo ſuch-an r 
us eaſy. 


But let not true Piety ſaßßer in its Reputat rativn 


ary to the 
very Nature and Deſi n of Religion, whilſt it 
ſhelters ſelf under the Colour of it, and pretends 
to take Ri/e from it. It is rather to be called a 


fuperflitious Melancholy, Auortupoic, ari 
from ſuck a favifh Fear of God, as the — 


" were driven to by their Demons and barbarous 


Sacrifices; which is a great Injury to the Ho- 


Nour of his great Goodneſs as well as a great 
Injury to themſelyes, * \ 7 


de if they, 


| The ud eseh Prineipicof their Reli 


1 Ab 8. 


I the Profeſſors of Religion lock for that ik 

the Harld:which is to de had in God only; 
and that R eſs ; or, if they loot 
for that 10 
Chriſt: only, 


and that is pere Righteouſneſs3 
lock for that on Forth, which is to 


de had in Heaven only, and that is perfect "= 
lineſs ; and then ves and prieve, and go mourns 
— ing from Day to Day, becauſe they are difap- 


— he 


— Forreartl ooh Ve wiped pay: 5 SY 
Let but God's Servants vale their Fork befate 


| Hagen each Praflice of it its due Place 
and and let them not daſh one Pre. 
i cept 24 


the G el, any more than one Table of a 
in Pieces againſt the other; let them 


z Obr as to momyn for Sim; nay, and 
ö ee in Order to that; and x ” 
mall not fear that their Sorrows will i in the lea 
make the Trab of our Doctrine, for, as far as 
Religion is carried, it will carry this Character 
along with it, and farther it cannot be expected. 
13 In true Piecy, I fay, there is a Pla- 
farez there i is that-which we may find Comfort 


2 in and fetch Satisfaction from. I hat is a Bonum 
well as utile. That js pleaſant which 
b s agrecable, which the Soul * * or at 


themſebues which' is to be had ian 


poruted in their Expectations, they may thank 


gion its 


look upon it to be as — Duty to riese 


leaſt 8 


5 which 15:right, Joh xxxiii. 37. they are ffolen 


1 is the Way in which we fbeuld go z..and 


24 The PLEASURE of 
leaſt repoſeth in; of which it reliſheth, pleaſeth 
N itſelf wich, and defireth the ContinuanceandRe+ 
petition of. Let a Man's Faculties be in their 
due Frame and Temper, not vitiated, corrupted, 
or depraved, and there is that in the Exerciſe of 
Religion which highly ſuits them and ſatirfies 
them. And this Pleaſure is ſuch as is not a. 

with any Thing to caſt a Damp upon it. 
t. The Ways of Religion are nels and pleas 
4 fone: they are pleaſant without the Alloy of 
Injury and Iniquity., Sin; pretends to have its 
Pleafures, but they are the perverting of that 


| Waters, Prov. ix. 12. unjuſty though pleat 5 
but the Pleaſures of Goqlineſs are às agreeable 
to the Rectitud⸗ of our Nature as they; are gra- 
tifying to the pure and undebauched Defices of 


the Way, in which, if we were not wretchedly 
ee we would go of Choice. 
are rigbt; for, they are marked out to us 
by our 1 8 Lord; who, having given us the 
Bring of rational. Creatures, has the Authority 
to give us a Law ſuited to our Being; and he 
has done it both by natural Conſcience and by 
the written Word; he hath ſaid, This is the- 
Way, walk in it, Iſa. xxx. 21. It is not only 
permitted and allowed us, but charged and com- 
manded us, to walk in it; he bath ſent us as 
Meſſengers from him to travel this Road upon 
his Errand. ; 
Iuhey are right; for, they lead directly to our 
oe End, have a 1 to our Welfare, 


here 


wi RELIC GIO 68. 
here and for euer. They are the: onl Iris zhe 
Wap ta that which is he dlicity e of our Beings, - 
which we. hall certainly miſs; and come. 1 2 | 


= not Walk in this Wa 
"Bur 5 1 noi all, ay 75 ant; Be 
hold; how bow goodand haw exiii. 15 b 
It is the ee of. 0 0 e that car. God, that 
he 15 only feach#th -# in the SY tbe 1 
ſhall Ilchooſe, (and we may be ſure tha the rt 
Way,) but alf that their Seats i wwe 
Eaſe, Plal. xxv, 12 13. And J juſt 1 hey a 
| divell at Eaſe, who have infinte W dom itſelf 
to chog «their Wey. and guide then) in 15 
15 which | 5 not, 1 in ad 


That may be rj d 
that pleaſant.\ which is not rig, but. 6) ligiop. 5 5 
both; therefore im the Na rte it is 1 
to the Tree of Life: The Tree 4 Jinewle dre, © 
was indeed pleaſant to the Eyef, and a Tres 
&fired, but.it er orbidden; 3: and therefore > fa 
ligion. is Called a Tree of Lit. Gen. NIX 6. 
hi h was not. ol ae but was, ally 


till Hin entered. 5 
92 pl. = a 
Ti alas joe _ meg br = 


2* Th ay 2a 
e e 
thancariſcs From the Cotti 7 Chak own 
Ne: : Thain zoveed makes dach poſition 
1 1 Wed e 4d, Nate 
—_ 0 Fugen [£0 prove.the = 


8 5. hu i£.15. more cn 


115 C3 eh 


ant. 


Ty; 


Much 15 15 fail tha an in feaped, when wg 
are t ; told e are AI; grieu 
1 John 1 bey are not "only, not grid 


and zalling, ut they 5 gracious wi Neu 
His 


oe * 2 


22 


3 znbiepstörg . 
aan PRE : fg MEE, xi. "36,2 The Word 


28 


48 *niore kh zu fo, =, 
1 e ab S De; 3 0 0 ED NPels w 


4 cha Necks (bin to we ERR 

. it,” Jr's 23 4] "Pillow 0 00 RE Head w 

| 2 1 y 5 
5 * E. kre 7 85 t no 

| ol ke te ys Wes 

3 e is abunda 

| Rejoich Ah tne, 

| | 520 ut Wot oy u 

ae; ſuch v Efe N 55 

| 


uc 
teen der the Storm and. T 


us. With n 1 F otid, 


| | 0 | 

| 4 Hg 9555 the 155 ow of 15 8 5 8 
OS ad the wi e to ou 
1 8 a are 2 and * fant, Aud bang 


not the Allo and That ma 
85 75 -ofitable Lb” ter Fe be 401 ant, "it 
. leaſant, which after wald ma 


5 Ten LE 77 whic 1 rieyous 
2125 and Blood, © The $4 iT of” this 
Worlds 5 are Drud 25 to Ty iy rap erh, Ait 


up late, eat the Eread of Sorrows, Pfal. exxvii. 2. 
Wo Purſuit of 1 its Weaith, T bey abel and be- 
. reave 


be recompenfed fore R 


pther / Lite, there is much r ditt con 5 


A preſent g 
mene Mime 

iv. Tchad in that hich divide Grack 
pres wrought in him; andthe — 8 | 


raiſed to Jens Church; that all 
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reave 1 8415 Obo, Ec tet” iv. 8, But A 
Set vants df: 2 Kaver a Phrafter bees de ae 


Work they are roger by," aue dien the aki 4 
DU 


BgBeſides tie Frndeney ee e 
of ſerious. Godineſt to Gur Tfappinęſs 1 


xv out Oomfort in this Dile. David ob 
It to the Honour of Neligion, jr 
ag ab & 
ments; erf, er 
at. Reward f Ob roy in 58 
hood aun is ſatrified Himſelf; Prov. 


that not on 
| 


in the Ways of the =2 Pi n 
Ade thab fn 4 eg = 
as And; theeibfer we: d to 
Agio, And he mor intim 
with divine Things, the 
«Rye ts; Mit "ghd another 
om 1 fore wi are l _ 
Los.” G Prager haye they that lroe” Göde 
q = a fe and, hon | 
hy the grester their Peace" is; t is pr 
ee a 
taught of the Lu, ? (and thoſe whom lie bs 10 - 


Eee 
ore we five With 
Werll,' the m. 


-b& 


chetk are well taught and taughtto do well,) 
and then great ſho 
IIA. tive. 13. it ſhall be entailed upon themz 


Hall be the Peace bf ber Children, 


Prate like @ River, itt oinne; volubilis, ævum. 

- Thirdly; Tell it a true Pleaſurt. A8 there is 
Science 755 yſocalkd, 1 Tim! VI. 20. fo there is 
ert po called. On of the, Antients 


One 441 


t& hive in our own Bo- 


k 
Dqnaſerm ribid. Fidi ln 2. Pleaſures 
e e eee e dome 

2 


atheiffi cal 
EE 
42 19.2 


) As e Unęaſjn 
ſpixitual Idolgtrics, that 785 Fleaſure is ut 


„baut 
Jifinguifher betmoen Horde a.. and Ml 


have ſome Trathin them, and Pleaſures that 


id that che. chool of Epicurus, why 
only branded and condemned ſot making 
1 2 chief Gocaad id: not mean ſenſ 
lea ſure e the Ming. And 
Sa bel nougb to admit ĩt, but that 
the other. Þ 1 ebe Philoſophy were ſo 
gious . But this we are ſure 
Sh $45 ic 1 755 Fi we which Religion ſe- 
to us W r 
A 


1 
I UW 
o 


1 Gn 


Ir r 
1405 of their By, abi 


it Money, fins ſuch 
eſs attending their 


from the Teste h outward. 
ſent Diſap 
Fate, 
Turbalent by t 


iſcontent pre- 
eee and Fear of worſe, — 
Ga which N are made leſs 
tifications cications of the Appet te,) 

and, 


* Ly 
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and, above all TonfcioafnchafGgite nd Dread | 
of divine Wrath, theſe gjuvi then Be Lit; I | 
they boaſt dF their Pledfarek; Which with fact _ 
Alloys are not to be boaſted uf; they would 

not be thought to be diſappoigted in nw which 
| they have choſen for their Happ neſs, ee 
fore they ſeem to be pleaſed,” they ſeem to be 
pleaſant, when really their Heat, if it * oh its 
own Wiekednefs, cannot but new itt own Bir 
ben, Prov. xiv. 10. a of 
Aud manyofthe g ped . World 
of which we faid, "Theſe at hal comfort 12 
prove Vexatioss to us; and weare difa 
ed in that wherein we moſt romifed curſelyeg 
Satisfaction. If we ſay our Bed ſhalf comfort ut, 
perhaps it is not a Bed to reſt on, but a Bed 8 
© toſs on, as it was to poor Job. when weer:fome 
Nights wie appointed to bin. Nay, ſuch Stran- | 
gets are we to real Pleaſure in the Things of 
this Liſe, and ſo oft do-we deceive — . cred 
with that Which is counterfeit,” that we wiſh"ts 
Roe tothoſe Days of Life which we are told will 
be evil Dayi, and thoſe Years of which we are 
aſſured that we ſhall ſay, We have ns  Pleaſurt , 
in them, Eceleſ. xii. 4. 
But the Pleaſures of Religion are-ſolid, fub- 
eee, Pleaſures, and not pain ted; Gold, aid 
not gilded over: Theſe Sons of Pleaſure inberit 
Subſtance, Prov. viii. 21. It is that which is, Job 
xv. 11. the Foundation firm, the Sugerſtruc- 
ture ſtrong, the Conſolationt » of God DNA few nor 
fmall,' while a vain = fooli World uſe their 
Eyes to fly upon that which is not, Prov. xiii. 5. 
Worldly- 'People Fog retend to the Joy they have 
nat; but -godly BY conceal. the Joy they | 


have; 


1 SIS ELMREND 
Te PLEASURE  _,_... 
15 | 11 55 had faund the Treaſure bid 
have, like their Maſter, | 
1 to FED ow World knqws ue John 5 
NE 41} it 255 2 
0 22 150 not; il. A. is the 
12 as 9075 not gh Senſe, it is, the pe. 
| 190 aſufe of e- which we 
if 19, common Math he inferior Creatures. 
ealures Rel ligion arg got thoſe B 
hea rn i, »whichy-yziſe , lrom the 
Grat, er fes of, che Body, and 
V5 App! 1 they affect the, tat, Pati 
ys by wh 1 ate allied to the, World of 
irits, that, no Ne Part. t. of us, and thereſgre arg 
2: lege Om TIAL a Nang. 3; 
The Brute Creatures have the ſame F 3 
ok Senſe that we Rave; and perhaps, in fame of 
them, the Senſeg are more exquiſite, and cogſs- 
guently they haus them ima much.higher De- 
greę, nor ae their Pleaſures liadleto 5 Corp 
fectives of Reaſon, and Conſcience as Ours are. 
Who live ſuch merry: Lives as the Leviathan, 
who plays in the Deb? or, the Birds that ling 
among the Branches? Pfal. civ. 12, 25. 
But what are tt.eſe to a Man, Who, being 
taug bt more than the Beaſts of the Earth,”and cance 
at A than the Fowls of Heaven, Job xxxv. 10, 
II. and being dignified above the Beaſts, not ſe. 
much by the Powers of Reaſon as by a Capa- 
eity for. Religion, 1s certainly deſigned, for En- 
joyments of a more excellent Nature, for ſpi- 
ritual and heavenly Delights? When God kao | 
Man, he left him not to the Enjoyment of the 
ew a the other Creatures, but z 2 
. theſe 


We AELISIONW: | 
him aiParad: af 
Alan Rants 5), eee pg 81500 1 ave, De 


greper for him; e by the | ek res 
of a Garden, pleaſant 'Krees, ang their Eryits, 


but really the Delights of a Soul, 15 Was A. a 


ef. divine. Light, and a_ Spark diving, Hire, 
newly breathed 3 into him from a VE. 4 NN 
which Gad's Image or. Eis. alen, nd 1mpri 
15 we oy er 15 City, « 17 70 
by our firſt Parents ging their Appetite 
of the Body, till e 5 1 Arik rs 
thoſe » Pleafures which Man has ingommgn, wi 
f mach and a oy pb 12 of; thoſy bl ; 
has in common with | 
The Plraſures of Wifdom's: Ways may: at. ee 
8 Hand ae the 8⁰ , and. be an.Advanigge 
to that; hence it is ſaid, Prop. ji ni. 8. ta de 
Fs to the Navel, and e the Bowes: ; 
ut its Reſidence is in the hidden "the 
Heart, 1 Pet. iti. 4+ and. its Comfort delight i the 
Soul in the Multitude of its Thighs, . Plal, KEV 
19. "It. is pleaſant 10 the, dau, and make tha 
like a watered. Garden. Theéſe are Plk 2 
which a Man, by the Aſfiſtanceof pivineG1yce, 
y reaſon himſelf into, and oo, (Mit! is with 
ente Pleaſures)reaſon himſelf. ont Ob. 
There is no Pleaſure ſeparate, from that 5 
Leligion, which pretends to be an intellectual 
Pleaſure, but that of Ke of He- 
nour; but, as to the Plegſure of a proud . Mar | in 


his Dignities, and the. Reſpects paid 74 - 
Herod: in the 3 of the Croud, 
doth but affect che F 7 -Jkis . ain-Glory, | 0 
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is not Gyr It in bur the Folly'of-tfim that re. 


of the Fleſh are. - 
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deres the Honour, fed by the Folly of them 
that give it; ſo that it doth not deſerve to be 


| _ a rational Pleaſure * It is a Laft bf tht 
Mud that is pratified by it, that is as much an 


Inffapee of our Degeneracy as any of the Lr 
Nn 13901 6. WITT ESE 
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And, as to the Pleafore of a Scholar, abſtract- 


ed from Religion, it ir indeed rationa? and intel- 


cal; but it is only the Pleafure' of the Mind 


in Hiowiny Truth, and not its erjeying Good. 
Solomon, that had as much of this Pleaſure as 
_ ever any Man had, and as nice a Taſte of it, 


yet bath aſſured us from bis on Experience, 


at in much Miſdem of this Kind ir much Grief, 
und be, that ＋ ag Knowledge, increaſeth Sor 
NG] STS. 
But the Pleaſures which a holy Soul hath in 
| Enowing God, and in Communion with him, 
axe not only of Z ritual Natute, but they are 
ſapifying, they are filling to the Soul, and make 
A FHap 


. 


pinels adequate to. its heſt Affections- 

- It is remaining. and not a And tranſi· 
1 That is true Pleaſure, and deſerves the 
ame, which will continue with us a Tree £4 | 


Life,.and not wither as the greeu Herb; which 
wilf be, not as the Light of a Candle, which is 


ſogn burnt out, but as that vf the Sun, which is 
a faithful Witneſs in Heauen. We reckon that 
moſt valuable, which is moſt durable; 
The Pleaſures of Senſe are fading and periſh. 
ing; as the World paſſeth away, 1 John ii. 17. 
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and ſatisfieth, after a while palls and ſurfeits. 
Hs tbe Cracking of Thorns under a Pat, Ecel. vii. 6. 
Which make a great Blaze and a great Noiſe, 
for a little while, but ſoon. end in Soot and 3 
Aſhes, ſuch, is the Laughter of the Fool; the. 
End of his Mirth is 3 elſbaxxar s Jols. 
lity is ſoon turned into the utmoſt Conſternation: 
n of my Pleaſure hath he turned into Fear 
to me, Iſa. xxi. 4. ThePleaſures of Sin-are ſaid 
to be but fora Seaſon, Heb: xi. 25. for the En 
of that Mirth is Heavineſs. As they bave no 
Gonfiftence, ſo they have no Contenuance. 
But the Pleaſures of Religion will abide, they 
withber not in Winter, nor farniſb with Lime, 
nor doth Age torinile their Beauty; Froſts nip- 


i them nat, nor do Storms blaſt them; they con- 


wb e 


tinue through the greateſt Oppoſition of Events, 
and deſpiſe that Time and Chance, which happen 
foall Thin 75 under the Suri, Eccl. i. 11. Believers, 
when they are ee they are wor” forrow- 
OO they are always rejoicing, 2 Cor. vi. 10. 
and ii. 14. Thanks NGC eh gay cies 
us to triumph. If an immortal Soul male an eter- * 
nal God its chief Foy, what flioyld hinder but 
that it ſhould rejorce evermor+? 1 Theſ. v. 16. 
ſor, as the ; omg ſo the Pleaſure, is laĩd up 
= where neither Moth nor Ruft can corrupt, 
row break thraugh and fleat.: Chriſt's Joy, 
gives to thoſe that are his, is that 
an taketh from them, John xvi. 22. 
for ĩt „ A reoiceth. Thi qdoy ahne 
Beginn of eyertaſting Pleafurediithe targets + 
and Faretate of them, ſo that they aro, in ESQ, - 
r ee e en 
--24 5 a „ 


4 


but Doubt the moſt | 
| 125 Mai « can live in thi World. 


vous of. — and embraet it as a fai 


: writ upon to-live.ſuch's Life. 


upon by the Alurement 


* A ERSURE of 
So, then, ihe greatTruth, AA my 


Heart and yours may be fully convinced of, is 
| this; that a boly, braven, Life, ſent in the Ser? 


vice of Ged, and in Communion with bim, e w0ith- 
pleaſant and ſl table Life 


180651 . 
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* of true Religion, and a . 
_ TT; Hes ef . P 


. E Padtrine dads ho father Bxplica- d 

tion, nor can have any derte, than our 
own \ESperionce.vfi it ; but the chief Part of this 
Undertaking is to prove the Truth 6f it: And, 
O that God, by me, would ſet it before vou 
im a true Light, M as that you may all be con- 
ful Saying, f 
rell worthy 87 Acrepiatian, that a godly! 
is a pleafan Tra en that me a . 


Plenſure is a tempting Thing; 


Delight. cannot but attrad Deſt it ph Wes to | 
Necifig;doitiongly:doth Iturges-\Sartly, E 


wewere hut fully perſuaded of this; tliat 
has Eleaſure on its Sides we ſhould bo wronghe” 


Fol jun an 


N 
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It is certainly ſo, let us not be in Doubt of it · 
Here is a Bait that has no Hook under it, a 
Pleaſure courting you which has no Pain sad 
| ing it, no Bitterneſs at the latter End of it; a 
Pleaſure, which God himſelf invites you 'to\and 
which will make you bappy, truly and eternally 
happy; and ſhall not this work po ©: 
But we may entertain ourſelves, Ad le 
Hearers, long enough with Diſeotirſes of the 
I Pleaſantneſs of Wiſdom's Ways; bit they wil 
| not profit unleſs they be mixad with HFuith. O } 
has we ſhould all mix Faith with this Truth! 


that we would yield to the Evidence of it! 
„To make Way for the Proof of 155 L would 
only defire two Thiag ee. 
. That you wodls, lay 4 ;/ade Prej alles and 
give a fair and umpartiatfiesrnig Wo this Caufe,. 
and do not prejudge it. He that anſwers any 
Matter before he bear it, hear it ont, it is Folly: 
and Shame to him; Prou. viii. 13, 14. eſpecially 
If it be a Matter of groat Importance and Con 
I cern. to himſelf; à Matter of Life and Death. 
1 Be willing, therefore, to believe, thas it is poſ=. | 
ſible there may be, and then I doubt not but to 
male aut that it is certain there i 15 bad Plea- 
= ſure in true Religion: | : 
Lou have got a Notion, ie maybe, an as | 
confirmed in it by ay mm oh of the Mult 
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ddeſt Entertainment that can be to the Mind, 
3 you are ready tO ſay as EzetielPs H eiten did 5 | 


him, Doth he not ſpeak Parables ? Ezek. xx. 40. 


Boch he not ſpeak Paradoxes ? You ſtartle at 


lit, and ſtart from it as a hard Saying, like Na- 
#haniel, when he ſaid, Can any good Tbing come 


, Nazareth? John i. 46. So you are ready 


. to ſay, Can there be any Pleaſure in Religion? - 
Believe it, Sirs, there can be, there cannot but 
f A ! ˙ - ²˙t;. 2-1 
Religion by the Follies of 


* 


Do not meaſure 


ſome that profeſs it, but do not Ive up to their 


Profeſſion nor adorn it: Let them bear their 
own Burden, or clear themſelves as they can, 


; but you are to judge of Things, not Perſons, 


and therefore ought not to be prejudiced againſt. 
Religion for their Sake. Nor ſhould you mea- 


| £ ſure by the il Opinions which its Adverſaries have 


of it, or the ill Name which they endeavout to 
give it, who neither Inoto it, nor love it, and 
therefore care not what anjuſt Things they ſay 
to juſtify themſelves in the Contemptof it, and 
to hinder others from embracing it, but thint 
freely of this Matter. E 
2. That you would admit this as a Principle, 
and abide by it, that the Soul is the Man : This 
is the Poftulatum I lay down, in Order to the 
Proof of the Doctrine, and I hope it will be 
readily granted me, that Man is. principally: to 
be conſidered as an intellectual, immortal, Being, 
endued with ſpiritual Powers and Capacities, 
allied to the World of Spirits, and accountable 
to the Father of Spirits; that there is a Spirit 
_ x Mas, that has Senſations and Diſpoſitions of- 
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its own, active and receptive Faculties diſtin 
from thoſe of- the Body ; and that this is the 
Part of us, which we are and ought to be moſt. 
eoncerned about; becauſe it is really well, or 
ill, with us, according as it is well or ill with 
our Souls. 
Believe, that, in Man' O preſent State, the Soul 
and the Body have ſeparate and conteſting In- 
tereſts; the Body thinks it is its Intereſt to have 
- its Appetites gratified and to be indulged in its 
Pleaſures; while the Soul &nows it is its Intereſt 
to have the Appetites of the Body ſubdued and 
mortified, that ſpiritual Pleaſures may be the 
better reliſhed; and we are here upon our Trial, 
which of theſe two we will adhere to. 
Be wiſe, therefore, be refolute, and ſhew you r- 
ſelves Men that are actuated and governed by Rea - 
ſon, and are affected with Things as Reaſon 
repreſents them to you; not Reaſon, as it is in 
the mere natural Man, clouded and plunged, and 
loſt in Senſe ; butReaſon, Siena and guided 
by divine Revelation to us, and divine Grace 
ia us. Walk by Faith, and not by Senſe; let 
the God that mas you and knows you, and 
wiſheth you well, and from hom your Judge- 
ment muſt ofoceed; determine your Sentiments 
in this Mater, and the Work is done. 
Now [ ſhall, in the firſt Place, endeavour the 
Proof of this DoArine;' by ſhewing you twhat_ 
| Religion is, wherein it conſiſts, and what thoſe 
Thing are which conſtitute ſerious Godlineſs ; 
and then you ſhall yourſelves judge, whether it 
be not in ae 55 Nature e If you un- 
4 1 i 825 2, _ derftayd 
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erſtand Religion aright, you will fand' that it 2 


has an innate Sweetneſs in it, inſeparable from 
it. Let it but ſpeak for itſelf, and it will recom- 


mend itſelf, The very ſhewing of this Beauty, 
in its own Features and Proportions, is enough 


to bring us all in Love with it. 


_ Youſhallſee the Pleaſ ureof Religionin twelve 


Fir, To be religious, i 1s s to hnow the only tru 


Cod, and ad ir Cbriſi whom be hath ſent, John 


xvii. ag is not that apy ag his is the 
el 


15 2 


E 
t; but no 
e 


or, iv. 5. 1 * 
Ps is EM the MED pr had; 
known to us by bis Sebi. 


| had not 225 it 


out, and happy, E ins ſanw hat is: 
8 a for — b. erfeQion ? It 
A he Kaouledgewbich the Soul would 


coves 
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covet and reſt in, if it had but recovered itſelf 
fromthe Delirium, which by the Fall itis thrown; 

into. They that ſat in Darkneſ;, when they 
begin to be raliious, begin to ſee a great L 18 
Matt. iv. 16. And it is a pleaſing Surpriſe to 
them; it iscoming into a new World; ſuch a 2, 
Pleaſute as none could know ſo well as he that 
nad his Sight given him though be was born 
Blind, Matt. xiii. 26. Bleſſed are Jour her, (faith, 
Chriſt to thoſe whom he had brought into an. 


* Acquaintance with himſelf,) for they ſee: Apply. ; 
thy Heart to my Knowledge, faith Solomon, Prov. 


XXii. 17, 18. for it is a pleaſant Thing if tbau 
keep it 2 4 . Thou os owes, al, 
it r Cod, Prov. xxiv. 13, 14. and the Honeycomb, .. 

which os ſweet to the Talle; fo ſhall the Knowledgg. 
of Wiſdom be! to thy Soul. Could a learned Man, ; 
that had hit upon a Demonſtration in Mathema- 
ties, ery düt in à Tranſport of Joy, dena, 
Zgnxz, Ihave found! Ihave found! and may they 
not much ore boaſt of the Diſcovery, that have 
found the Knöwledg e of Lo Moft High. _ 
There is no Peale i any Learning like 
that of learnin Val and the Things that 5 
long to. our everlaſting ie fory that which. 1 , 
known is not mal ns 2 is not dpubriy. 


and unce rtain,.i is not i ws | 
we are not CIcared þ 175 are Tigger that. , 


miy much diminith | Pleaſure of any,Kno 
per Boe 'Bilt it 15 great 1 ide laſt. 
lnpote . us, an 5 0 7 78 of it 


gives bs Sa tisfaction. ere he ut reſt our; 
28 e Enow the Perfections of dhe divine 


Neitite, de unſeatchable Richesof diy ine Orace, 
| "= 
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a. The PLEASURE of . 


to be led intothe Myſtery of our Redemption and 
Reconciliation by Chriſt; this is Food, ſuch 


Meat indeed, and Drink indeed; it is the Know- 
ledge of that which the Angels deſire to look into, 

1 Pet i.12, If the Knowledgeof the Lawof God 

was To ſweet to David, ſweeter than Honey to his 
Taſte, Pſal. xix. 10. and cxix. 103. how much 
more ſhould the Knowledge of the Goſpel of 
_ Chriſt be ſo to us? When God gives this //; rs 
and Knawledge, with it he gives Foy to him that Y 
is good in his Sight, cel. iii. 25. 

1 wonder what Pleafure or Satisfaction thoſe 
can have in themſelves, who are ignorant of 
God and Chriſt, and another World, though they 
are told there is ſuch a Kaowledge to be bad, 
aud there are thoſe that have it, And it is their | 
continual Entertainment. But thus do Menftand 
in their own Ligbt, when they love Darkneſs 
rather than Light. - . 
\ Secondly, To be religious, i is to rd io Ged, | 
and repoſe in him as the Reff of our Souls. And is 
not that pleaſant? It is not only for our Under - 

ſtandings to embrace the Knowledge of him, 
dutour Affections to faſten upon the Enjoyment” 
of him: It is to love God as our chief Good, 
and to reſt in that Love; to love him with all aur 
Heart, andSoul, and Add, and Might, who is 
well worthy. 'of all that Love, and infinitely . | 
more; #njiable'in himſelf, gracious lo us; wo 
Will accept ourLave, and return it; 2 3 bath 
Fi omiĩſed to ber that lebe Bim, e 17 


"be Love or God. eee, in * ( 


1 — 


On Asse. 7 2:9 + 7 PF * 85. 


Knowledge as this is a Feaſt to the Soul: 1 


|| fn irwhereit'is! to'come from doting apo 


j my" Portion fer ever 5 


— 


bring derten, 


mat i is trie R is as much 3 Satisfaction 
to the Soul, as way 8 Lobe of the World is 2 Vex⸗ 
nion to i When it comes to be refleQed yet 
dung u fund 10 be fo i in deſtowed. 

REY hſant muſt it needs be, ſo far to reess 


ver outſelves, as to quitt e World, for Porti 
and Happin 


eſs, as utterly inſufficient to he fi 

and to depend upon 019 de ſo 2 5 

enough in him to ee out utmoſt —.— | 
mens Which we hape id thin fo Satis- 

. faQtion where it is not to be had, ſeek it and 


ing Vanities, ind ſpending ont Money for tha 
2 nf Bread, Iſn. Iv. 2. to live upon upon God 
2 God Al-fufficient, - and-i n him to wh cc e | 
pwn Mercjes I Did ever any Thing 
Mind more eaſy and better pleaſed man pea of 
_ Dovid? Babs thy Reft, O my Soul, Pal, : 
" Exvi. 7. to Gog as thy Reſt, for in him'Tam = 
where I wcald be, I have what I would have: 
Or that, Pfal. xvi. 2, 5; 6. 0 my Soul, thou 
haſt ſaid unto the Lord. Thou' art my a 'the 
Portion of my Inberitance, and of my Cub And 
then, The Lines are fallen to me in pleaſant Places; 
and I have a oodly Heritage] Or that, Pfalm 
Mxiii. 25 der bur 7 in Heaven but Thee, 
and there i 7 — none upon Earth that I defere in C ents 
parti ſon of Tber; for, when Fleſh and Heart fail, 
thou art Fa Strength and 1 oy of 1 my Heart, and . 


We place not Religion i in Raptures 450 : 
Tran ports: but, without Doubt, holy Souls that 
have mad? the Moſt High their Habitation, Pfal. 
7 xci. 9: whoſe Deſires are towards him, whoſe 

1 Delights 


See ar. i 5 TL 2. Ea bim as — 


agineit he Fl 
kts Gov EP tion to God, 
I 


22 with, God, it js 
_ paith, Trumpets, 2 «> 14,15. 
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ene 
bim, and the Prayes: of. 15 aye: He! 


Pede y Teftimanjes/to,| Heritage ne for ever? 
1 75 ey are the Rejaixing of 


XIX. 117. ſugely 
ant. Lage 


68 4ſo brought his P 


F. provided for. When 
le to renew. their 97 
nd tha fy yuar g unte the 

houttngs,, 20 


d with a loud } 055 4 


, far. they, had 
we.come. t to make 


ddah rejoiced LS 


JE OWN 4a nd ang De e 
ord in an ęverlaſt 


Marriage: Cox 
Ee it is made wi a Cant. ji. 16, 43 
45 1 11 2 — am hi Ss. 
hergly, 


20g! is not this pl-afant? We have not only the 
leaſure of knowing, g and loving God, but ia 
lealure of drawing nigh to him, and haying by 
aith a humble Fi reedom and, Intimacy: with 
bim, Pfal. Ixv. 4. Blefſed are they that dwell i in 


e & *% 


hrs Caurts, they ball. be ſatisfied. . the. God 


8 neſs Us his Hull bend even of, his 208 Temple. Reli- 
gion is deſcribe 


can be, more agreeable. * Soul. .thar comes 


by coming to Gad.: and wh at 


from him? 


Iris to come to Grade 48 a Child: to bis Fa- 
"4 der, to his Father's Hooks to his Fa afher' 8 


rms, 


4 


„ to join, ourſelves to 
ing Covenant, and are 
vpright with him in it, we cannot but be pleaſed 
with what we. have done: it is a 


0 be reli OUS, is to come to God 93 | 
70 00 12 as a Mediator, 


ee 


ama. £4 


+ Faber bas fox his: Children, E ſal. Chute 1.3, and dei 


fende at is teconciled tonheer, o then 
zs hig Sdildren; and enogurages them to 


wil. i wy Kd n * blk. Md. . ä oy 


| Kingdoms: Luke vil. 324.; Witen Epbrains ben 


brill, wha is our Advocate with the Father ;.that 
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Arms, at t cry, Abbas. Father. To come a8 A 
| Petitioner.to his Prince is a Privilege / but to 
dome as a Child to his Father is 2 Fleſure; and 


this Rlęaſure have all the Saints, that have re- 
Feived the Spirit of Adoption... They canJook up, 
to the God that-mae, thec, ;as one that loveg 


dem, hes, Nender Compaſſiam for them, m 4 


gbts.to.do;them Good, iakiog Pleaſurein theig 
roſpexity ug gyewhom.thaugh they have o 


him Fathers When he afflicts them; they knaw 
it 13 in Love and fot theit Bent fit, andehat ſtill 
it is Chi Father's gvod Pliaſurcto givs them thi 


moangd himſelſ as a,Bulloc\ungconflomed: ty thin 
Lale, &di hemoaned him, 4c ddar Son, 45 a 


plegſant Cbiſd, Jer. xxxi. 18, 20; And, if ęveu 


Prod gals, when Penitents, become pleaſani Chils 
dren 40 God, ſurely they have no Reaſon to ha 
unpleaſant to ihemſel ves. 
But this, is not all; it ĩs not vnly to come ta 
God as a Huber, who bimfolf laugs vs, John xvi. 
27. but ĩt. is to come to him in the Name of Jeſus 


by theſe tte immutabvbe Things we might have 
Arong Conſolation, that we have not only a God 
to go to, but an Advocate to introduce us to 


him, and to ſpeak for us. Believing in Chriſt is 
| ſometimes expreſſed by rejoicing in him; for it 


is a Complacency of Soul in the Methods, which 
infinite Wiſdum has taken, of bringing God 


and May together by a Mediator. We are the 


= Circum- 
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Circumcifonthat rej nee TWChrif Feſt, Phil. iii. 3. 
not only rely upon him, but triumph in him} 
Pait is not only n6t aſhamed bf! the Croſs © 
Onriſt, dur he glerienin fr, GA. vi. 14. And, when 
the Eunuch i is brought to believe in Chrift with = © 
all bis Heart, he goes vm his Way rejoiring, highly 

_ pleaſed with what he has done 
What a Pleaſure, What a Satisfaction, is it, mn 4 
lodge the great Concerns ofi@ur Souls and Erers 
nity- (which, ſurely, we cannot but have fome 5 
careful Thoughts abSut) ir ſueh d fil ful faiths 
ſul Hand as that of our Lord Jeſus ( And this 
we do by Faith. To ca/t the Birden upon bim 
who is able te ſave to the uttermoſt, and as willing = 
aàs he is able, and thus to make ourfelves eaſy; 
How is bleſſed Puuf elevated at the Thought of 
this? bo is be thaf tondemneth ? It is Obrist that 


dad, yes rather is riſen again; Rom. viii. 34. And N 


with what Pleaſure doth he reflect upon the 

Confidence he had put in Jeſus Chriſt? 2 Tim. 
i. 12. Ilm whom { bau believed; and be 13 
able to leep that which I have committed" to bim 
againſt that Day. They that know what it is 
to be in Pain for Sin, add in Care to obtain the 
Favour of God, cannot but know what a Plea- 
fure it is to believe i in Chriſt as theProp: ation 

for our Sins, and our Intefteſſor with God. 

How ean we live a more pleaſant Life, than 105 
dale the Faith of the Son of God, Gal. ii. 20. to 
be continually depending on him; -and deriving 
from him, and referring all to him; and, as we 

| have received him, ſo to walk in him? Tri is in 


believing, that 1 WE are filed with Joy and Peace, 
Rom. XV. 13. 
2  Fourthly, 


% 
> 
. 3 


0 
— 


—— 
Ws 


_ ence3of Life, be they of the tiebeſt, ot be they of 


ks 


from the Hand of m yk ravenly Father. What 


1 che Bleſfiogy 
{as king ourReft and Slee 


_ azour great Bene factor, 


„ eee 3 r OTE” OY 9 OO v0 


tfarther: thanthe C e 
_ dys and but g the jnfer 


2 in them that 
c „Gute all Exceſſes are aFgreeupon Nature, and 


* 


being RELIGHOUS. - 4 


1 TLo be religious is te erjey Ou ia a 
our Creature Comfartss; and is notthat pleaſant 
It is to take the dommo Supports and Convenis 


he meaneſt, as the Products of his previdential 
are concetnipg. us, 20d the{Jifigpt his Bou¹ẽ 
do ue, and in hem to a cs that. tbe Lord 
good, Plah xxxiv,;8. good 1h all, good tous. 
as to look above. ſecond Cauſes tothe firſt, 
through the Creature to the Creator, and to 
Deetz Thi e znd 
ſerviceable-to us ; this Laſked, and this IL have, 


a noble Tafte and Reliſh doth: chis put intg al 


with which we, are dai 


. 


W all the Satisfaction we "has 
lations, Peace. inopr Dwellings; Jue- 
col in our Callings; the Swestneſs of theſe is | 
more than doubled, it is highly raiſed, when by 
-our Religiog we atm taught.and enabled to 
. fromehaGnodneſeof God, 
and.thus to exjoy,them 
dichly, \ 1. Tyme vi. Lge. while Dole, whojlogk no 
hem very poorr | 
Carnal itreli Prog — —.— ke 
13 Ir igiqu £95 a 
;A greater Liberty- TE tba Ne of the Delights-of 
. Sepſe-than,gaed Reopleylareuabe,. and. E 3 
thinks have the Advantage of them; 


* aniconhdegt e the true Dæ At : 
oed People haue, not only, — 


- Surfeits are as painful as Hunger and Thirft, but 
| becauſe, 


— — 2 — — — 4 WQ — _ — — . 
3 —— x—x•—â — — - _ — 0 _— 
— — —_— = „ e — — 
KB ͤ—Eʒ; ———˙¹ —— — 


— — — —— — = 
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* 


. 9 and our 
Deds<afy ? PRS they do, e -have 


: ” 
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because, though they 40 not tus abuſe God's 


Cirarovenl yet they deprive themſelves of 


the Comſort ofreceiv ingthem rom their Fathers 
Hand, 
: obedient! Children. Dey "knew not that [gave 


becaufe they are not affected to him. b 


themCorn, and i ine 0nd O, Hoſea ii. 8. Fi he 


9 make Uſe of this Creature; bar, ag In Her. xx ii. 1 F. 


Im m_ Hot Voten unto the Maker thererf, ob 
ect 10 him tht faſpionem i lin gg, and 


N br e ſhortoft the Pleaſure whienreMgiba 


$693 531 35 CHESIHASHS OC gad n: 


þ $ ee nor 7 pledſant totaſts! Covehaßb- Dove ia | 
common Metcies?- very pleaſant 1 tolee theHand 


3 Alt. 


hs our heavenly F athee ſpreadi 
Bog ear Cu, wake Our Ho 


Ahe Lord A 
upoti a} ther- Whjoyments, 8, 


their Eyds ever towh. 
Tetch in his Bleting 


tf by Praiſe Me tlie Glory” ofithUhs to tut 


this whleh enduretb for borer And; when 


; A à en tindalRegard᷑ i: is had töthat Merey, an 


by al the MffieFiony hd Airis of this Life; f 
mis Lorig N 


8 infuſed intoall the 
forts ot ruis Life for is the Wiaunν]⁴ Cufe 


ofGbEare the e edντe Cl, Lam. i:. 


indneſt is the Honey and Oil in Ky 
the Coihforts-dEhjoyinieines af in — 
his that js vert thaniLife, ;"'Pſal. IN. 3 5. and 
which is rely /at ng: ; and Puts Glad 


Ee Heart 5 — of Harvift, Pſal. iv. 
Then he Nations are Hos und fig fer Joy, 
on not only teEu yields Ber \Incriaſe; but 


Dae it God, even their Gad, giver them' his 
Vue, Pla. vii. 4:6: And when the Church 


+ 8 12 Sun lng eh - 1 TIES 3s 
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755 4 17. Mrance that be wall tart 9 5 
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. oh ect me Hatt of Ma ro 
ws htm ARech it to ſtobp. CO Now true Rot 
KP uͤpen N. him to ge 


Fl 
5 Rauh! Zeks 1 1 5 Et. 
5 : 
Stream the Fourftaitr, ' To the pts 
28 ny So 7 "all #2] 
er d oy 
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and fcb his Dfectöns, not L 


| On ndin Heist cfer ourfely 
— mHofeber FT Hin Were 
e 0, ant} 125 neee . 
2 an entir Iris eng o 120 7 nd 
25 „Aer 8 Lo L me 
4 fen 5 A Bam. kV 26 
n 10 lyk 0 0 an denen 
£ "Will ill 0 Uni every Thing and i 
n not" 45 2 Prayer babes i 
ovens * Ai Haduln, 4% it Be @61 
der 4 I H, but ar The one." It is to be fol 


_ reconciſel} Walt the Diſpoſe? tue divige Pl. 
 Viderice,” and Methods of divine ;race, bath 


cone mg others and ourſelves: * Obe ſatis — 
that 
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that all is well that God doth, andwill e 
at laſt when the Myf 
And bow doth the: 
come. to this! How eaſy is it 


od.ſhall be | 


1 e en 


enjoy il. that is 


ni ed. 


It. is not only, 


freed from racking . but gilled with * 


2 7 Proſpects: Fears are 


kept up and —44 125 


” RANT to thoſe, who have thus bee 
by the Prineiples of "their Rel) gion, to, make 
bef of chat which is, becauſe i it is the Win 


t ng 
through C 
in ate fo be: 

— fa fo, Fn 


bene them, hayelearged = 
ak n | 


1 


Ng can. 3 
n 180 N | 


4 ; 
.and thus, 
indu 


5 al 


10 15 
hat, like Paul, 


11, 12, I 4 
Religion e he Min Mind to the "Condi ein, 


h whateyer i it.is, and ſo makes it ch 
Condition, Though. if be not 

r Mind, it is according to 
in al Occurrences perf, 


e us, Lee e ES 


we the 


1 70 


ET: 


almiſt had directed 845 Wore 


+ far Good to them that 


—4 in the Lord, Plal. xxxviiz 4, 5. that is, to 
Wake our Religigm 2 Sonſtant Pleaſure 


e to Ohr- 
ſelves, 


21 0 


| #nown t Gu, he aſſures us, that, if we de 
tha Peace if God, which paſeth all Under ſlundey 
| ſhall keep our Hearti und Minds. Phil. V. 6g 7. 
* Sixtbly; To de Tehigious is to rejuice in tb 


ſelvesz he directs ut, im order tuereumtoꝶ tꝭ come” - 


mit our Way unto: the Lords "to f > alſo ind 


bim that erwill Prin g it to paſs; {6 d chat Wen 
full have the Deſire of our Heart. And when? 
St. Paal had encoutaged ds d be careful for NS 


ble, It U cy Thingito mate vlf Retubfh 


7755 


= 
„ 
- 1 
3 *” 


Lord always, PS. in! T. and iv. 4. And is a6t'” 


"os 
By 
— 


that'pleaſane t is not only one of the Pribie 


leges of ouk Reb gion that wWe may rejoice, but 


ir is made ond of che Duties of it: We are deͤ« 
fedtive mou Weligton; if we io not live a Liſe ? 
of Complacend ih Gd, in hir Being his At- 


tributes, andzNelatins 10 us. It ſhould be a2 


conſtant Peafure do us to thinkuhit there isa M 


God 3 that hegs\[ ue an one as tbegetipt u re has 
revealed hich tb be; alBeing, inflnitely wiſe and 


power hu; jut, and good g that this God = 
be World'and gives Law ic If e: 
Cvratures ; chat he is out Owner 'and(Rines | 1 


geverns the 


ti inis Hand- Breath. is, n Bis Hand ohr 
Nimes; our Head I and all ourr\Vuys} Wrew 
Thus kertaishyids, and thus it mt r; und 
happy bre #465 thadran pleaſs-themidives witn a 


theſe Thdugbes swasdheſe mut needs be un- 


ſtunt Terror Wrhenfelves," wha could: wifi #0; 


were otherwiſe. © ©: * es l WTR . Nu 


"They who thut delicht in God have alwaßs 


Something, and Something very commanding 


| ogy to delight id ; a Eountain SJ thatcan ' 
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never be either exhauſted! dr Rtoppty up; add to : 
luz I which 
= 
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which they. may e How ſew 
are there that live many Days, and by 4 in then 


_ ell? Ecxlet. xi. f. Such a is ſuppoſed in- 
' deed, but it is nevef found thus in ans but thoſe”. 
|. that make God their Joy, the Gladneſs of their. | 
. Tos as thePſalmiſt hs ea it, Pak xlin.4 
|  theip exceeding Foy ; and in bim it is intended be 
Joy ſhould terminate, when we are bid to re- 
Jeicꝭ ever more. 1 Theſ. u. 16. 50 

The Converſion of the Nations to Chrift 
and his holy Religion is often. A of in 
the Old Teſtament, under the Notian of their 


being brought into a State; of h Jen; Pal. 
. s II, and xcvii. 1. and c. 1. Lat the Barth 
'  Tejoice that the Lord rene, and lit the Multitude A 
= 7 771 be 3 thereof ; rejaree, ye Gentiles, with 
FE . TheGofpel is policing of greatfip | 
13850 all 15 Rom. xv. 1o. When mania recein NY - 
ved the Goſpel, tbore was great Foy in that City, 
Acts viii. 8. — is Joy to Religion. 
And the Converſation of thoſe that 
to the Lord, when it is as it ſhould be, is bear 
1 ful and joyful: Tbey ate called upon to wf 
7 e of the Lord, Pſal. cxxxviii. 5. and to 
ng in the Ways Fore Ifa. ii. 85 and to 
fFerus the Lord 3 God with ſnug 1 Glad- © 
nefs of Heart in the Abundance 32 . 
xxvili- 47. Yea, and in the an of 
bough. the ; Mw 1 . 
| blofſom, and there be no Vine; bas 


to, Had. iii. 17. 


Tuil in t 

Gd now '<ccepted thee, and thy Works in Jeſus 
Chriſt ? Go thy Way, eat thy Bread with „ and 2 
drink thy Wine with a merry Heart, Eec el; i ix - 5? 
Ie Is the will of God cath * Pegpleſhould de a 


* a4 7. 


chearful 


eben all Thitgs are, and th 


chenrful- People, that bis 
 evgry good Thing that the Lordtheir God giveth them, 


| paſſions of that Godz in whom they rejoice, are 


is indeed very 
nually to praiſe one that is nat worthy of Praife 31 


being NAG“. of 
ag} (ſhould rejoict in 


Deut. xxvi. 11. ſoithat it is their own Fault 
il they have not a continual Feaſt, and be not 
zade to tejoice with the Out-goings of every 
orning and of every Evening; for, the Com- 


Seventhly, To de religious is to mate a Buß. 
ngſs of praifing God: And is not thatpleaſant ? le 
xnpleaſant to be. obliged conti 


but what can be more pleaſant than to praiſe bim 
towhgm a Praiſe is due, and aurs particularly? 


to wem we and all the Creatures lie under all 


pollible Ohigations; who is worthy of, and yet 
exalted far above; all Blefling and Praife; from 
erefore to whom all 
Things ought to be? | 
*There is little Pleafure in praifing one, whom 
none praiſe that are wiſe and good, but only the 
Fool inlſrael: But in praiſing God we concurwith' 


the bleſſed Angels in Heaven, and all the Saints, 


and do it in Concert with them, who the more they 5 


know him, the more they praiſe him. Bleſs th. 
Larg, ye his Angels, and all his Hofts ; and, theres 
fore, with what Pleaſure can I caſt in my Mie: 
into ſuch a Treaſury! Bleſs the Lord, O my Saul? 
here is little Plea ure in praifing one wha: 
will not regard our Praiſes, nor take Notice of 


our Expreſſions of Rfleem and Affection: But, 
when we offer to Gad abe Sacrifice of Praiſe canri- 
nually, (according to the Obligation which our 
Religien lays upon us,) that is, the Fruit of car 
ET ä 
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in itſelf, and good 
give Thanks unto-the Lord, and to-ſbew forth his 


Libs, giving hunt te bis Name, »Heb3xtit. 15. 
we offer it to one that takes Notice of it, ae- 
cepts it, is well pleafed with it, ſmells/a Sabdir: 

of Reft from it, Gen. willy 21. and will hot fall 
to mect2 thoſe with his Mercies, mat follow 
him with!their Praiſes; for he hath ſaid, that“ 
they, that /r Praiſt, glorify bim; ſuch à fa-! | 


vourable Canſttutiow doth he, put upon it, and- 


Now what is it that we have to: do in Reli- 


venant with God, that we ſhould e to him for- 

2 Name, an for: a Praiſe,” Jerex nul. ae 
called into his marvellous Light, that we mould? 

flew forth the Praiſes of him that called us; 1 Pet. 


4 


ti. 9. And how can we be more comfortably: ' | 
employed ? they are therefore bleſſed, that dwell- 
in God's Houſe, for they will be till praiſing him, 
Pal. Ixxxiv. 4. And it is 4 good Thing; Sd 
for us; it is very pleaſant to 


Praiſes, Pſal. cxxxv, 3. and xcii. 1. for wecan- 
not do ourſelves a greater Honour, or receive 
2 greater d atisfaction, than by giving unto ib Lord 
the Glory due unto bis Name: It is notonly is Hea- 
ven upon Earth, but it is a Pledge and Earneſt 
of a Heaven in Heaven too; for, if s be here 
every Day bleſſing Gad, Pſal. cxlv. 2. be (ball be | 
praiſing him for ever and ever; and thus all, that 


| ſhall go to Heaven hereafter, begin their Heaven 


now. Compare the helliſh Pleaſure which ſome 
take in profaning the Name of God, and the 
heavenly Pleaſure which others take in glorifying 

it, and tell me which is preferable, -  -* 


E ighthly, 


1 to a: 


tit grow ifs ſor feitedʒ but not ſatisſied q it: doti 


event hren 10 Ar 
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1 »Eig thly; Fo ber religidus ds to have all out 
| Inorgunate Appetites correRediiand regulated? 
| And is not that pleaſant . Tobe eaſed- fam 
Pain is a ſenſible Pleaſurez and: to be eaſed from 
that Which is the Diſeaſe and Dilorder of Nhe 
Miad is à meptal:Pleaſure. T hoſe certainly 
live 2 moſt unpleaſant uncomfortable Life, that 
are Naves to their Appetĩites, and: andulge chem- 
ſelves in the Gratifications of Senſe, thoughever 
ſo criminal; that lay the: Reins an the Neck of 
their Luſts, and withhold not their Hearts, froni 
any Joys: Tbe Drunkafds and Unclean, though 
they are ſaid to give tbemſelvrs to their Pleaſures, 


yet rally they, eſtrange themſolves from that 


which true f leaſure, and? ſubſet themſelves 
:coptinud}-Pain and Uneaſineſos. 

.. : T be, carval Appetite is often overcharged, 

and that ia a Burden to. the Body, and . its Diſ- 


temper: When enougtis as good ada F eaſt; 'L 


wonder. Mhat Pleaſure, it can be to take more 


| thag-enoveb ; and: the Appetiteg: the more ic l 
indulged, ine more humourſoſd and troubleſome 


but grow were : impetuoits ànd more impedousg 
It is ttus of, the. Body, whiat Salomon! ſays ot al 
| ServantzeProvxzix- 210 that ala 


/batl bobe ww 
become il, Sing nay his. Maſferg ut the Den 


| ; Toa the Bady 8 


ſa tat the. Intereſts of Ini Suu inuſt be · 
amkgedaugntify the Lhelinuidns of RBG 
3084]; — 28· — Ay 
and il rule with Rigour Andas God 
the Neaple, 4: Same vg 184 when by Samuel hes? 


ben: Nam x 3 had 
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| had, ſhewn them the Manner of the King 
| they choſe when they rejected his Government, 
py To will n becauſe of your King 
| Which ye 2 chefon, and the pos KK pun hear . 
io it is with thoſe that bring themſelves into Diſ- 
orders, Diſeaſes, and Terrors, by the Indul- 
genceof their Luſts : Whocan pity them ? they 
are well enough ſerved for ſetting ſuch a Kin 
| over them, Whe hath Woe ub hath Sorrow? | 
Prov. xxiii. 29. None fo much as they that |* 
tarrgyeong at the Wine, though they think-them. 
ſelves to have the Monopoly of Pleaſure. The 
| Truth is, they that live in theſe Pleaſures are | 
dt while they live, 1 Tim. v. G. and, while they 
| 


| fancy themſelves to take the gresteſt Liberty, 
really find themſelves in the greateſt Slavery; for, 
| they are led captive by Satan at his Will, -2 Pet. 
ü. 19. and of whom a Man 11 
An be brought in Bondage. , 
And, if the carnal Appegite have not-gained 
och complete Poſſeſſion as quite to extinguiſh 
all the — 5 of Reaſon and Conſeience, E 
noble Powers, fince they are not permitced-t6 
ag i Ham pany 1 ive Diſturbance; and there are 
$4 that & full an Enjoyment vf the for- 
| Biden | Rasen of Senſe, but chat they ſome- 
| «4mhca fea] the Checks of Reaſon, and the Ter- 
roars of Cdaſcience, which mar their Mirth; as 
' the Hand-weiting on the Wall did Briſhamzar's, 
| ang "make: their Lives uncomfortable to them, 
3 tly fo, which. makes them che more a. | 
, to be religidùs is to have the exorbitant. 
Rowe thoſe Luits and Appetites broken, add, 
CS A w ill nt be * to har them- 
mortified, 


| a | 
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mortiſed, and brought into a quiet ſubmiſſion to 


the commanding Faculties of the Soul, accord - 


Ing - the Direction of the divine Law; 8 de 

e Peace is preſer ved dy ſupports et 

"and Government in the Soul. $ goon 
Thoſe certainly live the moſt ealy, heatibful, 


-pleaſant, Lives, that are moſt ſober, temperate, 


and chaſte; that allow not themſelves to eat of 


any forbidden Tree, though pleafant to the Eye; 
that live regulacly, and are the Maſters, not the 


| Servants, of their own Belles, 2 Cor. ix. 27. at 


 heep under their Bodies, and bring them inis Sub- 
jection to Religion and right Reaſon; and, by 
laying the Axe to the Root, and breaking vicious 
Habits, Diſpoſitions, and Deſires, in the trengtd 
of divine — 
vicious Acts veryendy and pleaſant, Rom. ik 
If, through the Spirit, we martify the Deeds of the 
Body we live, we live plea : 
| Ninth, To be religious is to' Hove A our 
atruly Paſſions likewiſe governed and ſabaued : 
And is not that pleaſant? Much of our Torment 
afiſeth from our inte mperate feat, Diſeontent at 
he Providence of God, Pre at 2 croſs 
Occurrence, Feay of every imaginary Evi 

ut thoſe that are in a bers State eee 1 
Malice agai nit thoſe char have injured us, and an 
angry Reſentment of every the Teaft Provochtion: 
Theſe are Thorns and Briers in the Soul z thefe 
#poil all our Enjoyments, both of ourſelyes, and 
of our Friends, and of our God too; theſe make 
'Mens Lives unpleaſant, and them à Tetror to 
| themſelves, and to all wo kpc 1 
_ "Ty © +2 But 


have made the reframing 3 95 923 


* 
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- 7 5 when by, the Grace, of God theſe Rem: 
x. 1 ee plucked up, hieb bear ſo mut 
all an 
er, to de mae and lowly. in Hearts Mat- Xi. 
29. we find Re/t to our Sault, werenter. ix che 
raſart Lang, There are ſcarcely: any of the 
: 1 af 4 Uhriſtian, that haye mare of a pre- 
ranqujllity and Satisfaction, both inherent 


22 wa em zd annexed to them, than this of 
"i 58 knes. yl 7 Meel {bell eat. qud le _—_— 
55 N 26. they ſhall inharit the Earth, Matt. 
they hell delight themfelwes-in the Abundarmce 
75 Race, Rl. xx Evi. 13. and they ſhyll zncreafe 
A 4 Joy 7 iaibe Leid, la. xxix. 19. {tgp 


* Aimee 
|| that grrexenthegyi 


b oe than ungoverned Paſlipn;. for, 
icit. t taces tb Comſortet, 
. 5 :bim.to withdraw, Eph. tv. 30, 31 
How gleaſent i it, for a Man to he Maſter of 

8 own Thon ta haye aCalmneſs and 88- 
Tenizz in hisawp Mind, as thoſe have that have 
Rul leprertheirqwn Spirits, and therehyarakept | 
in Peace | Peace, ahat will break an angsy Man's 
\Heart, that will, or break a meek Man's Sler p. 
+ Tanthah, +: She\tcligious(is' to, Aubell in-Low 
40 att puriBrath)ang ped. as il. the Good ue can 
i this Had; And is got that pleaſant ? Love 
118 the fultllagef the Law; it ĩs the ſecond great 
.Comgandmentzua eve our Neightour-as our ſelua, 
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Exes of al good eg, Put it wi be very com- 
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d Uormwped, and we have learned ot our 1 
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Pleature of human Life, 
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| ; that is ir more dafi t give thn e, Ac 
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and that th 


Sion, ee 
munications of Mercy and Grace to us, "ard 
return pious and de vdut Aſfections 19. him; and, 


_ God, ſ king 
88 


Mercy, and todo God; nay, befides d Db 
nity of this Plezfure, there is a Humatiity in 


1 the Nature of Man, Fir de I HR 3 
vitiared, cannot dut . * Pleafure in takin; 2 


and a Pather 10 tht Pa 
"had deen warmed tonth Yhe Fler, 
his Sheep, Fo xx7x. 1 3, I 5 16. ati xXxi. 20. 


e Pleaſure that a good Man bath in doing 
Good confirms that Sa ying- of our Saviour'sz_ 


any Body fafe and e . It was a'Pleafare to 
to Wink chat he had _ « Widow" 
had been Eyes u the Blind, 


and J m, I Lo: 


ous is (0 Bor . 70 
nd is not thatplealant? = 
tus 8 being taken into Frietidſhip, 
ellowfhip with the Father, and with his Son 
Tir Ori, * 7 Jobn SS and man 195 
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Ear is opened, is wr con Pc, „ to 
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A Delight to them to pray, It ig hot 
a eee ebe ab | 
Friend azGod is; but aPheaſure to a Soul, that 
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_ all our Words 


a Religion then a Heaven upon Earth ? If there 
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1 13 and / wWhefe we hope and 
| be d 0 180: 2.001 101 818 2914081 bobiv 
* — we are as we ſhould be, when eus 


. Minds are in a heavenly Frame and Temper; 
then we do as we ſhould do, when we are em- 


'E Plot in che heavenly, Werk, as we. alScapable 


ing 'm thi 10er W008 ortd ; and 13 not our 


be a Fulneſs of Joy ang B! in that Glory 
and Happineſs, Which > Head and Holineſs 
perfeaed, there cannot but be an Abundance 


of. Jorand Plesfurerm hat race und Haig, 


which ir Glory and Happineſ SAN. :vifithere 


will be ſechawcem isfact ibn Viſion 
and Fruition, there cangda be but a great Deal 
in Kaith and Hope, ſo well founded as that of 


theSaints * Hence we 3 raid no h lelſtvt vc 
WT 15 e 79 Pet. i, 8. 
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ſerve nn Prot ee _ has thus. made, 
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rineiples and 
EP deaf 


Praiicezof Reli ion chemſelue) ha 
of Pleatantneß 15 


& in them, and th : 
has been told us; and yet the Comſort that at- 
tende Religion, and follows after it, cinmot but 


exeeed that which 5 11 inherem in it, and tomy 
with it. I the 


nee e inch 
Wies * *. . 


Ways of 100 


bony NGOs: 


Face ind Pleafufe j Hor Gad hatk bo 


oY 


for heir Corfotr, aud given them Ca 

coinforted, fo that, if theydo 3 
3 it is their own Fault. 
Firft, Tb. Bos, whom 10 ſerve, Kath, in 
ere taken Care for their Comfort, and * 
done enough to convince” them, that it is Bis 
Will they mould be comforted ; that he niotonly 
gives them ſeave to he chearful, dur would hay 


dem to bes; for what could have been done 


more to the Satisfaction of his Family than he 
has done in it? 
1. There is a Püree made of Peter and 
8 NN far them, ſo that they come to it fairly, 
and by agoogTitte. He, that purchaſed them a 
ular eopl eto bim, took Care they ſhould 
be a pleaſant People, that their Comforts might 
de a2 Credit to his Cauſe, and the Joy ef bis Ser- 
Ants in his Work might be 2 Reputation to dis 
Fimily. - We have not only > you RA 
rvangh var Lord Jeſus Chrift, Faw, v. 1, a. 
but Peace in our own Conſc ciencestoo; not y 
Peace -aboye, but Peace within z and Nothing 
lefs will pacify an offended Conſcience than thar 
which fatisfied an offended God. Yet this - 
not all, we have not only inward Peace; but v 


rejoice in Hops of the Cy; , and friumy 4 
ober, nay, we tri in, Trib alain. 
Tbink what a vaſt Expence (if. I may fo 17% 


God was at, of Bloed and Treaſure, to lay u 
for us, and ſecure to us, not only a future Bliſs, 
but preſent Pleafure, and the Felicities not oi 
of our Home, but of our Way. Chiift 
Trouble, tar we might have Peace 42 
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them 80 70 35 * xuili. a 
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| er doundation of. the Treaty of Peace, 
2 AE 5 hy the Fountain of all t on 
A Believers are happy in. Then 
he Seed of Iſrael glory, when they; 
1 of Ft, ſay, In the Lord haus Þ\Righ-- 
Gol decks, Are ack — . — 
Security, when: 
Bs to 4, in Chak: by his Name, 
5 5 . ae N xxiii. Yo 11 
to the Father, as our High: 
1 5 with he load oed of Sprinkling in histland, 
| we cou 7 bepe e. 1 muſt have. 
. . nb e , 
ſt is N ph. ii, 14. 175 nat,on! 7 
q or, us with. Put as he 
de to them that, were 29% 0 to 
that were nigh; anch has 20 Pie 
UE. PRFs Whenever they 3 en 
ta he 
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4he World, ſhall hayePeace. in ne Jo AVI 33. 
upon the Aſſurancę of which. they may be % 
good Chear, whatever happens. It is Fear 
+bls that in he Cloſd of that, O. Agne nh 
—_ Oboiſtifſtiruted „ingne Night wherg! led 
28 to be'a Mcmorighot his Su 50 78 
both. ſangatHymn of] EA ie 
mom of Comfort, to intim en that ue dh 
he deſigved, in dying for us, was tQ give as ever 
Jaſting Comſolation, and good Hape. through Grad 
2 Theſſ7 ii; 16. and.t W we inal 
our. Commemorations of his, Ds 
Pence and Comfort are bought and 1 
tf any of thoſe, who are, deſigned 1 1 5 
5 Beneßtef this Purchaſe,,. deprive. eee Þ 
it, let them bear £ e Blame; but let bim ha 1 
the Praiſe, who intended them the. Kandneſs ; 
andwhowill take Care; that, though RA Hand- 
geſs be deferred, ipſhall not be gelen for, 
thaugh his L Nee may be.ſorrowt " for a 
Time, their Sorrow lee inte Joy! "Job 
vi- 20: ©. „ 
| 2. There, are Promiſes. Made te Bz Uevers 
Peace ynd Pleaſure; the. Benetus Ghrig a 
for them amade fende they and q ſeti 
them, in the Covenzot of Grace ; Freche i$ 4.00 
rs ed in A Things, g, Sam. xxtib- 5. i; the 
yl an, SaxisfaGjon of of thoſe, wha, have 
made by Lovęnagt all tbeir Salvation Aq 
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The PLEASURE of R 
Mater with Fo. the Breafts of Conſolation, out 
of which, aith, they fack, | are e ſatisfied. 
Ila. xvi. 3. Tad XxVi. 12. 
The Promiſes of the Old Teflament, that 
point at Goſpel Times, {peak moſtly of this as 
the Bleffing reſerved for thoſe Times, that there 
mould be great Foy and Rejoicing, Ifa. xxxv. 1, 
nnd Ix. 1. The efert Hall rejoice, and bloſſom 
| as theR eo Ariſe, Hine; for, thy Light i 15 come; 
for, che Deſign of the was to make Reli- 
ger a more pleaſant Thing than it had been,by 
| freeing it beth from the 1 Services 
Which the Zews were under, and from the ſuper- 
Nitious Fears, which he Heathed kept themen 5 


and one another in Awe with; and 'byenlarging | 
the Privileges « of God's People, and making 3 


them eafſer to come at. 
* Every particular Believer is intereſted in the 
Promiſes made to the Church, and may put them 
In Suit, and fetch in the Comfort contained in 
them, as. every Citizen has the Benefit of the 
Obarter, even the meaneſt. What a Pleafure 
may one take in applying ſuch a Promiſe as that 
TI will never leave thee, nor forſake thee Or that 
a Ball work for Good to them that love 
God! Theſe, and ſuch as theſe, guide our Feet | 
In the Ways of Peace; and, as they are a 1 

: N on which to burld our Hopes, fo 
e axe a full Fountain from which to dra ray 
bur Joys. By the exceeding great and precious 

re a divine Notare, 2 Te: 
of this it, as much as any, 4 
comfortable Ejoymentofo — and by PN 

: , the 


3 Paradile for a beloved Creature, — g 


ny aſant to the Sigbt, and good 


being Wot n 
the other Promiſes, that Promiſe is at 


Tfa. Ixv. 14, 15. My Servants Hall eat, but ye 


Hall be hungry ; my Seruams ſhall drink, but ye 


Hall be thirſty; my Servant ſhall rejoice, 45 27 


Pall be aſbamed; my eg ll for Fo Fry 4 
Heart, but ye ſball cry for Sorrotu | 


eart ; 
the Encouragement given'to all the Church's 
faithful Friends is made good, Rejoice ye with 


of 2 which is purchaſed, and promiſed to the 
Saints. What will it avail, that there is Wine in 
the Veſſel, if it be not dran out!? That there is 
a Cordial made up, if it be not adminiſtered? 
Care is therefore * Sy that the People of God be 


5 in making U ſe of theComforts treaſured. 


p for them in the everlaſting Covenant. 
] 1 religious Life, one may well expect, ſhould 
dea very com fortable Life; for, infinite Wiſdo 


has deviſed all che Means that could be to mak 


1 hee have been dne more to God's 


it fo 
. 4, Ifa. v. 4. to make it Youriſhing 


There is not only an overflawin oP 8 
Oil in the good Olive, but golden Pi 


the Prophet 


When God would bimſelf furniſh 4 


ütrning. 


thing wanting chat might e 
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well as fruitful, * what he has done ig it? 


$ Viſion, Zeb, i iv. 12. Tort oP 
vefanee of that Oil to the Lamps, to ke then 
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Jeruſalem, and be glad with all that love ber. 
iſa, Ixvi. 10. 
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planted for all the. faithful Offspeing of the ſe- 
Jade Alam; a Cunqun, a Land flow in with Milk 
4 Lo Honey, 2 pleaſant Land, a Reſt for all the . 
x . Se ed of Abraham: Now, as. God put 
Aa into Paradiſe, and brought / ra i Aanto. Ca- 
| noan, ſo he has provided. for the Giving of Poſ- 
© | '{-flion to all i of a that Comfort and 
1 Pleaſure that. i is laid up. for them... As; in the 
Garden of Alen, Innocency and leature, were 
tWwiſted' t ogether, ſo, in the Goſpel of Chriſt, 55 
Grace 23 Jug Ki tepufneſs and. Paare, have 
1 ed he 1 5 XL Ixxxv, 10, and all is done 
At cou Ja. n. Or: er to our entering 
| 255 bis Rel Ar Met dai Heb. iv. 3:9. 
l we Have got the Benefit of it, we max 
Aer ourleJyes ; 6880 od would have comforfſeg 
1 5 5 = ie would, not be comfocted, our Souls 
* refu ed 1170 
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Things 1228 e yi this View;. that 
e 15 y Li fe,may. live. a comforts 


Hake 


| able plealan and it in Pjry; they ſbould | 
1 receive the 9 f God h Ta r 
1 : Uh „Th e ſend ta be the Com- 

orter 3, RET dee convince, and 
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woes cht out the Salvation for Vs, the War 


Hence theſe 
of the Holy 75 5p The i. 6. becauſe it is bis 


| would never de; and we muſt not on! vaten 4 
to the Word God if aking t to us, but ſub 


* 
tc the Spirit of, G workin pon us vith 
Word. 5 3 6,90 $8, 


| being FLAG O Us. 3 69 | 
to rejvice, Pfalth Ii. 8. bug W ; 


of — Spirit is to give us the Cbfort of i 
oft the 8 aints is' Gid.ts'be the 5 


Oltte to er ſuch Comforts | 48. tend to, 


the bllipg of us with Joy. 


God by bie Spitit dinge on the Fate of ths © 
Waters; Li ke World 8 lee to the” 


Word of his Power: And FOG Spirit moving, 


on the Souls of fis People, even w hen they ate. 
a perfect Chads, he 2 1 l of 1 9 0 
Place, Iſt. Ivii. 19: the Product of the ord, *- 
of his Promiſe; and, if be did not create th 
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＋ he Spirit, 25 E chte was given ot. 

only | fot the Relief of the Sairits i In the ſuffering 

a Ages of the Church, but to continue - with the ' 

Church alwa to the End; for the Comfort of 

| Believers, fn Leference totlibireojiſt.mSotfows, 
bath temporal” and ſpiritual ; and what a Fa. 


wears ie to the Church, no leſs teedſul, 5 


lefs advantagebus, han ide ſenigg of the Son of, 
, Aon to ſave us, and for which, therefote 
{ould be no leſs thankful I Let this Arti © hy 
ver be left outof our Songs of Praif ©; but let us 
always give Thanks to him, who not 9 nt 
bis Sen to uae Satisfaction for us, (for, Mer- 
cy endureth' for ever wut ſent His Spirit to give. 
SatisfaQron to us, FL his Mercy endureth' for 


ever; ſent his Spirit not only to work in us the 


Diſ- 


70 The PLEASURE of | 
Diſpoſition of Children towards him, but alſo.to. 
witneſs to our Adoption, and ſeal. us to the Day: 
The Spirit is given to be our Teacher, and to- 
lead us into all Truth, and as ſuch hes a Com- 
Porters for, by an Miſtakes, and ſet - 
ting Things in a true Light, he ſilenceth our 
Doubts and Fears, and ſets'T * in a pleaſant 
Light. The Spirit is our Remembrancer, to put 
i us in Mind of that which we do know, and as | 
| fach be is a Comforter ; for, like the Diſciples,,, 
| wediftruſtChriſt in every Exigence, becauſe we. 
 flrget the Miracles of the Leaves, Matt. xvi. 9. 
Ie Spirit is our Sanctifier; by him Sin is mor- 
I” ified, and Grace wrought, and ſtrengthened; 
| aftd as ſuch he is our Comforter; for, Nothing, 
tends ſo much to make us eaſy as that which 
tends to make us holy, The Spirit is our Guide, 
and we are ſaid to be led by the Spirit, and as 
fick he is our Comforter; for, under his Conduct, 
we cannot but be let into Ways of Pleaſantneſs, » 
to the green Paſtures, and ſtill Waters. 


8 (2.) Xe SO. are written that our Joy; | 
my be full, 1 John i. 4. that we may have that 
' Joy which alone is filling, and hath that in it, 
which will fil] up the Vacancies of other Joys, 
and make up their Deficiencies ; and that We 
may de full of that Joys may have more and 
moteof it, may be wholly taken up with it, and 
may come, at length, tothe full Perfection of it 
ia the Kingdom of Glory: Theſe Things are 
written 10 r only that you may receive the ”* 
Ward with Foy, 
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being RELIGIOUS. 71” 
to you; but that your Foy may be full, and con- 
fad, The Ws of fe is the main Pipe by” 
which Comfort is conveyed from Chriſt, the 
Fountain of Life to all the Stints. That Bock, 
which the Lamb that was lain took out of the 
ripht Hand ej bim that fat on the T broke: is that 
which we are by Faith to feed upon and digeſt, - 


| anda fill our Souls with; and we ſhall gad tha. 


it. will, like £zetieFs8Roll, Exzal. iii. 3. be-in e 
| Mouth as Honey: far Steetnefs ; and the Opening 
| of its Seals will put a new Song into our Mouth,. 
o poor 
ight.is pleafant, much more ſweet- 


 . Seripture 


and pleaſant than for the Eyes to behold e 


Sun; the Manner of its Conveyance is ſuch as 
makes it abundantly; more ſo, for God ſpeaks to 
us after the Manner of Men, in out. own Lan- 
guage. The Comforts, which 'the'Scripture'. 
ſpeaks to us, are the ſure Mercies of David, ſuch. 
as we may depend upon; and it is continyally. 
ſpeaking ;. the Scriptures we may have always + 
with us; and, whenever we wilt, we may have 


ſoek for Cordials u any Time! The Verdi, 
nigh thee, Rom. x. 8. in thy Houſe and in thy 
Hand, and it is thy on Fault if in be not inthy 
Mouth and in thy Heart. Nor is it a Spring 
ſhut u or aFountain ſealed 3 thoſe, that com- 
pate ſpiritual Things with ſpiritual, will find 
the Scripture its own Interpreter, and ſpiritual 
| Pleaſure to flow from it as eaſily, as pleatifully, . 
to all that have the ſpiritual Senſes exerciſes, . 
avithe Honey from the Comb... * 
* RS ne > a | | „ 


Recourſe to them; ſa that we ned not be to 
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AH the Saints hade föund Pleaſure id the 


Word. of God, and thoſe who have given up 
themſelves to dt led and ruled by it. It: was 
9 ſubd 2Comfort to Bali in his Diſtre(s;:thatyiFi 


 hiv@p#ifhedin his Afiction, Plat, oxix. 92 nv - 
he "BaPthe Joy of God's Word to bos his contꝭ 


nual Exptertainment, Pſa) a321x\ 54 .  ThyStatutes: 


hve bee my Songs in the Houſt vf m ie | 


Fa Thy Werta) were * found, faith Feremiah, and did 


eat them, feaſt upon them with as muck Pleaſure 
as $446 = hungry Man did upon his neceſſary 


phe be 


Eq n ny leut, Jer. v. T6. 
Atid we not only Lamm ürref their Expetiences, 
but fruſtrate Gog's - gracious Intentions, if we 


be had not had that for-his Delight! he ſhöuld. 


Bpidkre upon his Dainties; I. perfectly + 
myſelbwith ther and thy ord wat unts® | 


dozudt find Ptexfure'tn the Word of God: os 


whatſoever "Things toi, written aforeri mi ver 


vorirten for our Learning, that we, 'threugh Ba- 


tiencs and Comfort. F the Swaiptues, might hub 


perl Rom. Vfl Wes 0 


PFurtherance of oo ert; and to make or 
RetigionpteaJantunts us. Te Converſation © 
_ of Pence with each other is reckoned one of 
the gredteſt De 


Delight of. the Squl imat is allied to the other 
Wetld: Got appointed to the Fav Church 
a great many Feaſts in the Year (and but one 
Faſt, and that but. ſbrtone Pay) on Purpoſe for = 


this. End, that they might rejoice before the 


Lerd 


3.) Holy Ordinances were inſtituted for the” 


tights of #tis- World; now, Ori! 
dinànees fare inſtituted for the keeping up of our 
Communion” with God, which is the greateſft 


8 


r 


— 


3 


Lord their God, they and their Families,, Deut. 
eee as ok IRE, 

\ Prayer is an Ordinance of God, appvinted 
for the fetching of that Peace and. Pleaſure 
which are provided for us. It is intended to be 


| not only the Eaſe of ourHearts, J caſtiag our 
Burden upon God, as it was to Hannab, 1 Sam. 


232889 


} 


-18, who, when ſie, bad prayed, tent her May, 
and did ea | 


and We ' Courltenance Wal no mere ad; | 


| but to be the ſoy of our Hearts, by putting tae, 
Promiſes in Sült, and improving our Acquaiat= 
ance with Heaven. AKK, ant ye ſhall receive, that 


your Foy mai be full, Ihm xv. 24. There is a 


Throne of Grace erected for us to come to; a 
Mediator of Grace appointed, in wt.oſe Name 

to come ; the Spitit of Grace given ta help our 

| Infirmities, and in Anſwer of Peace promiſcd | 


to every Prayer of Faith; and all this, that we 
might fetch in not only ſan: Ying, bus camfort= 
ing, Grace, in every Time of Nerd, He „is. 16. 
God's Houſe, in which Wiſdom's Chaldeen 
dwell, is called 4 Houſe of Prayer, aud thener 
God brings them, on Purpoſe to mike chem 


Joyful, Iſa. lvi. 7. : 2 


Singing of Pſalms is a Goſpel Ordiaande, at 
is deſigned to contribute o the Pler iam e 
our Religion; not only to expre's, 9: to K- 
cite d to encreaſe, our holy Joy ; iu ſing. g 
to the Lord, we make a joyfu! Nerje to rhe Nee 


1 our Salvation, Pſal. xcv. 2. Wen the Apuſ- 


tle had warned all Chriſtians to t»ke Heod of 
Drunkenneſs, be not drunk with Hine wher:n i: 


Exceſs, leſt they ſhould think, that thaevy no. 
| reftraingd them from any Mirta that would ©. 


D — 


„% The PLEASURE of | 
them Good, be directs them, inſtead of the Song 
af the Drunkard, when the Heart is merry with 
Hine, to entertain themſelves with the Songs of 
Angels, Eph. v. 18, 20 | Speaking to your elves 
when you are diſpoſed to pleaſe yourſelves) in 
Palms, and Hymns, and ſpiritual Sengs, fongt 
md making Melody in 74 Hearts. wk Lord, 


There is no. more of Subſtance in this Ordi- 


' nance, but the Word and Prayer put together; 
but the Circumſtance of the Voice and Tune 
| being a natural Means of affecting our Hearts, 
| both with the one and with the other, God, 
in Condeſcenſion to our State, has been pleaſed: -| 
to make a particular Ordinance of it, to ſhew 
bow much it is his Will that we. ſhould be 
cChearful, Pues v. 13. Is any merry? let him ſing 
Pſalms. Is aby vainly merry? Let him ſuppreſs 
the Vanity, and turn the Mirth into a right 
Channcl; 'he need not baniſh or abjure the 
Mirch, but let it be holy, beavenly, Mirth, . 
and in that Mirth let them ſng P/alms. Nay, | 
Is any offied and merry in his Affliction? let 
him ſhew it by ſinging P/alms, as Paul and Silas 
did in the Stocks, Acts xvii 25, 
The Lord's Day is appointed to be a pleaſant 


Day, a Day of holy Reft, nav, and a Day of | 


| holy Joy; a Thankſgiving Day; Pſal.cxviii.24, 


Thes is the Day which the Lord hath made, we will | 


| rejoice and be glad in it. The Pſalm and 
for he Sabbath Day begins thus, It is @ good 

| Thing ta give Thanks to the Lord, Pſal. xcii. I. 
So far were the primitive Chriſtians carried in 
this Notion, that the Lord's Day was dehgned 
for holy Triumph and Exultation, that they 


thought 


K* * 


and rejoĩce in him. where we remember bis K 


VV 


i Jon ul Heart, Be 


; 2 Care of all that ſerve in thoſe Tadwancles 
| muſt be to make them appear ſo; thatthey who 


being REIGGIOUS. yy 
thought it improper to kneel in any AQ of 


Worſhip on that Day. 


| * 414 
The Locd's Supper is a foicitzal Feaſt; and 
q Feaft ¶ Salomon faith, Ecel. x. 19.) was mats 


| for Laughter, and ſo was: this: for holy Joy; we 


celebrate the Memorials of his Death, that = 


may rejoice in the Victories that he obtained a 
and the Purchaſes he made by his Death; and "i 
may apply to ourſelves the Privile 


ges and 


— Comforts, which, by the Covenant of Grace, 


are made ours. There we cannot but be — ; 


more than Wine, Cant. i. 
[..) TheMiniftry is appointed for 1 


for? of.the Saints,and their Guides in the Ways 
_ of Wiſdom are inſtructed, by all Means poſſibſe, 

to make them Ways of Plcaſantneſs, aud to en- 
courage them to goon pleaſantly in thoſe Ways. 
The Prieſts of old were ordained for Men, Heb. 


Ui. I, 2. and were therefore taten from among 
Men, that they might have Compaſſion upon 


the Mourners, And the Prophet had this par- 


ticularly in their — Comfort 


fort ye, my 


ye, Com- 


my People, ſaith your God; Jpeak ye com- 


fortably to Jeruſalem, Iſa. xl. 1. 


Goſpel-Miniſters, in a ſpecial. Manner, are 
Mar to be the Helpers of the joy of the 


Lord's People; to be Barnabas, Sons of Con- 


ſolation; to flrengthen the weak Hands and the 
feeble Knees,” and to ſay to them who are of a 


ſtrong, Iſa. xxxv. 3, 4 The 
abernacles of the Lordof Hoſts being amiable, 
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compaſ-· | 


76 We PLEASURE of 
compaſs, the Altars of God 
their exceeding Joy. 


of his People, ſo. thatche is not to be blamed if 


may find him, God, 
Thus hath God taken Care for the Comfurt 


ey be not comforted : But that ĩs. not all. 


th 

-* py Rane There are many particular Benefits 
| and Privileges whieh they arcentitled to, who 

walk in the Ways of Relipion, that contribute 

very much to the Pleaſantneſs of thoſe Ways. 


5 By the Blood of Chriſt thoſe Benefits and Pri- 


vileges are procured for them, which ſpeaks 


them highly valuable, and by the Covenant of 
Grace they are ſecured. to them, which ipeaks. 


them unalienable. 


1. Iboſe that walk in Wiſdom's Ways are 


diſcharged: from the Debts of Sin, and that is 
pleaſant; they are privileged from Arreſts, 
Rom. viii. 33. bo ſhall lay any Thing to their 


Charge? while it is God that juſtifies them, and 


will fland by his own Act, againſt Hell and 
Earth: And be is always near * 

Iſa. l. 8. And ſo is their Advocate that pleads 
ſor them, nearer than their Accuſer, (though 
he ſtand at their right Hand to reſiſt them, ) and 
able to caſt him out and all his Accuſations. 


Surely, they put a Force upon themſelves 
that are merry and pleaſant under the Guilt of 


Sin; for, if Conſcience be awale ned, it cannot 
but have a fearful Looking fer of Wrach; but, if 


t juſtiſies them, 


Sin bedone away, the Burden is removed, the 
Wound is healed, and all is well: Sen, be of go 


Cbear, Matt. ix. 2. though ſick of a Palſy, yet 


therefore, not only they ſhall not hurt thee, 


but 


0 


being xELIOIous. + 


but God'i is reconciled to thee, and will 46 Thee 
good ; thou mayſt enjoy the Comforts of this 
Life, and fear no Snare in them; mayſt bear 
the Croſſes of this Life, and feel no Sting in 
them; and mayſt look forward to another Life, 
without Terror and Amazement.. | 
The Pain, which true Penitents have Expe- 
Hlenad of in their Reflections upon their Sins, 
makes the Pleaſure and Satisfaction they have 
in the Aſſurance of the Pardon of them doubly 
ſweet : : As the Sorrow of a Woman in Travail | 
is not an Alloy, but rather a Foil, to the Joy 
that a Child is born upon it into the World, 
No Pain more acute than that of broken Bones, 
to which the Sorrows of a penitent Sinner are 
compared; but, when they are well ſet and 


well knit again, they are not only mad: eaſy, - | 


but they are made to rejoice; to which tne Com- 
' forts of a pardoned Sinner are compared. Make 
me hear Foy and Gladneſs, that the Bones which- 
thou haſt broken may rejoice, Plal, li 8. All our 


-Bones, when kept, that not one of them Was broken, | | | | 


muſt ſay, Lord, who is like unto thee ? But theres 
is a more ſenſible Joy for one diſplaced Bone, 
reducgs, than for the Multitude of the Bones 
that were never hurt; as for one Sheep, brought 
home; than for ninety and nine that went not 
aſtray: Such is the Pleaſure which they have, 

that know their Sins are pardoned. 

When God's Prophets muſt ſpeak comfort + 
ably to Jeruſalem, they muſt tell her that her 
Iniguity is pardoned, Iſa. xl. 2. Such aPleaſure 


there is in the Senſe of the Forgiveneſs of Sins, 5 


D 3 that 
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that it enables us to make a light Maiter of | 
tempora) Aﬀictions, particularly that of Sick- 
neſs: Iſa. xxxiil. 24. The Inhabitants ſhall nat 
27 I am ſict; for the People that duuelletb therein 
22 given their Imguity: And to make a 
great Matter of temporal Mercies, when they 
are thus fronted wy and ſecured, particularly 
. thatof Recovery from Sickneſs, Iſa. xxxviii. 17. 
Theu haſt in Love to my Soul cured m y Body, and 
delivered it from the Pit of Corrup * ; for thou 


1 ba caſt all my Sins behind whe If our Sins 


be pardoned, and we know it, ue may go out 


to us: We may lie doun and riſe up with Plea- 


and come in in Peace; Nothing can come amiſs 


| fure; for, all is clear betzeen us and Heaven, | 


Thus bleſſed i is the Man whoſe Iniquity i is for- 


© given. " 


2. They have the Spirit of God witneſſing with 


bbeir Spirits, that they are the Children of God, 


Rom. viii. 16. and that is pleaſant. Adoption 
accompanies Juſtification; and, if we have an 
Aſſurance of the Forgrueieſs of our Sins according 
to the Riches of God's Grace, Eph. i. 5, 7. we 
have an Affurance of this farther Comfort, that 
we were predeſtinated unto the Adoption of gahildren 
. by Feſus Chrifl, The fame Evidence, te ſame 
"Teſtimony, that is given of our being pardoned, 
ſerves as an Evidence and Teſtimony. of our 
being preferred, our being thus preferred. Can 
| the Children of Princes and great Men pleaſe 
' themſelves with the Thoughts of the Honours 
and Expectations that attend that Relation? 
; and may not the Children of God think with 
— — 


— 


being RELIGIGUS, 79 
| Pleaſure of the Adoption they have received? 
Gal. v. o, the Spirit of 4doptron, and that Spirit 
Is Wirneſs to their Adoption. And the Pleaſure 
muſk be the greater, and make the ſtronger Im» 


- 


825 of foy, when they remember that they 
ere h. 


Pere by Nature not only Strangers and Fo- 

| © Teigners, but Children of Wrath, and yet thus 

F 
The Comfort of Relations is none of the 

leaſt of the Delights of this Life: But what 

Comſort of Relations is comparable to this of Mi 

being related to God, as our Father; and to 

_ Chriſt as dur elder Brother; and to all the 

Saints and Angels too, as belonging to the ſime 

Family, which we are happily brought into 

Relation td? The Pleaſure of claiming and 

/ owning this Relation is plainly intimated| in 

dur being taught to cry, Abba, Father, Rom. 

viii. 15. Why ſhould it be thus doubled, and N 

in two Languages, but to intimate to us the 

unaccountable Pleafure and Satisfaction with FRF 

which good Chriſtians call God Father? It is 

the String they harp upon; Abba, Father 

With what Pleaſure doth David's own Spirit 

witneſs to this! O my Soul, thou ha/t ſaid unta 

the Lord, thou art my Lord, Plal. xvi. 2. And 

it is more to me, that God is mine, than if all 

the World were mine. But when, with out 
Spirits, the Spirit of God witneſſeth this too, 

ſaying to thy Soul, yea, he is thy God, and nge 

owns thee as one of bis Family; witneſs what 

he has wrought, both in thee and for thee, by 

my Hand; what Joy doth this fill the Soul 

with! Joy unſpeakable!] Eſpecially conſidering Mi 
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c id . 6 2.05 ff A 9 Wen 1 b N "Is" 1 
that, as the Prophet ſpeaks, inthe Pla e, in the 
fame Heart and Conſcience, where it was ſaid, 

(and by the Spirit too, when he convinced as 


a Spirit of Bondage,) ye art not my People, even 


* 


he comforts as a Spirit of Adoption, Ye are the 
Sons of the living Ged, Hoſ. i. 10. 
3. They have, au Acceſs with Boldneſs to the 
Throne oi Grate and that is pleaſant; Prayer 
not only fetches in Peace andPleaſure, but it is 
itſelf a great Privilege, and not only an Honour, 
our Lives, that we have a God to go to at all 
Times, ſo that we need not fear coming un- 
ſeaſonably, or coming too often; and in all 
Places, though as Jonah in the Fifh's Belly, or 
as David in the Depths, or in the Eds of the 
Sarth, Plal. cxxx..3. and Ini... + I 
It is a Pleaſure to one that is full of Care and 
rief to unboſom himſelf; and we are welcome 
to pour out our Complaint before God, and to 
. ſhew before him our Trouble, Plal. cxlii. 1, 2. 
And to one who wants, or fears wanting, to 
petition one who is able and willing to ſupply 
the Wants. And we have great Encourage- 
ment to make our Requeſts known to God; we 
| have an Acceſs with Confidence, Eph. iii, 12. not 
an Acceis with Uncertainty of Acceptance, as 
the Nixevites; Who can tell if God will return io 
us ? But we have an Acceſs with an Aſſurance, 
whatſoever we aſt in Faith, according to his 
Will, we know that tue have the Petitions that 
zue defired of him, 1 John v. 15. 9 5 | 
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. 3here-it ſhall be ſaid unto them by the Spirit, whey | 


being RELIGIOUS. Br 
It is a Pleaſure to talk to one we love, and 
that we know loves us, and, though far above us, 
yet takes Notice of what we ſay, and is tenderly 
concerned for us; what a Pleaſute is it then to 
ſpeak to God? toehave not only a Liberty of 
Acceſs, but a Liberty of Speech, Tazgnora, 
Froedont: to utter all our Mind, humbly, and 


— Faith; Balaneſs to enter into the Holie/t by the 


Blood of Feſus, Heb. x. 19, 20. and not with 

Fear and T rembling, as the High Prieſt under 

the Law entered into the Holieſt; and Boldneſs 
to pour out our Hearts before God, Pſal. Ixii. 8. 
as one, though he knows our Caſe better than 
we ourſelves, yet will give us the Satisfaction 
of knowing it from us, according to our own Wi 
 Shewing. It is the Caſe of God's People, .that i 
they are humble Supplicants; but they are 
Suitors to a bountiful BenefaQor, that is rich 
in Mercy to all that call upon him: Bleſſed 
ate they gt watt daily at the Poſls of Wiſdom's 
Doors, Prov. viii. 34. If the 7 Up- 
right be God's Delight, it cannot but be theirs 
Cant. ii. 14. 

4. They: have a ſanRified Uſe of all their 
Creature Comforts ; and that is pleaſant. The 
Lord knows the Way of the Righteous, and takes 
Cognizance of all their Concerns, Pſal. xxxvii. 

23, The Steps, yea, and the Stops too, of 4 


good Man are ordered by the Lord: Both his Sue- 


por when he goes forwards, and his Diſap- 
pointments when he goes backwards; He b 
ſetbh the Work of their Hands, and his Bleſſing 
males —— and a no Sorrow with it, Prov. x. 


* : GO 4 — 
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27. More is. implied than is expreſſed; it 


adds Joy with it, infuſeth a Comfort into it. 


What God's People have, de it little or much, 


they have it from the Love of God, and with 


| Providence, but by the golden Pipes of the Pro- 


to thoſe who pleaſe God, every Thing is * | 
ſing, or ſhould be fo, aud-.is made fo by his 
| Favour. And hence it is, Pſal. xxxvii. _ . 


B 8 them in all Conditions, and that 
2 braſen Wall, but a continual Feaſt; and all the 


_ . the Bird in the Boſom, when it ſings fweet. If 
Paul has 4 Conſcience-waid of Offence, though he 


his Bleffing: and then, Behold all Thing $ are clean 
and ſweet to them, Luke x. 41. They come, 
from the Hand of a Father, by the Hand ofa 


Mediator; not in the Channel of common 


miſes of the Covenant. Even the unbolirving 


|. Huſband, though not ſancti fied himſe}f, yet 


is ſancti fad by the believing Wife, 1 Cor. vii. 14. 
and ſo is the Comfort of 3 — For, 


that a little that a righteous Man has, having 


Heart to be content with it and the divine Sku | 


of enjoying God in it, is better to him than the 
Riches of many Wicked were to them; and that 


Dinner of Herbs, where Love is and the Fear af 


the Lord, is better, and yields abundantly more 


Satisfaction, than a ftalled Ox, and [ Hetred and 


Trouble therewith, Prov. xv. 16, 17. 
5. They have the Teſtimony of their own 


is pleaſant. A good Conſcience is not only a 


Melody of Soleman's Inſtruments of Muſic of 
all * was not to be compared with that of 


be as farramful, yer be is akways-rezoic 
and even when hi: is preſſed above 


p/s fre 


i 


Being RELIGIOUS. 833 
2 Cor. i. 8, 12. and has received a Sentence of 
| Death within himſelf, his rejoicing is this, even 
the Tefiimony of bis Conſcience concerning his 
00G 8 
| Notbiag is more painful and unpleaſant 
than to be ſmitten and repraached by our own. 
Hearts, to have our Conſciences fly in our Fa- 


des, and give us our own; fo there is Nothing 


more comfortable than upon good Grounds to 
be reconciled to ourſelves; to prove our own . 


Furt, Gal. vi. 4, by the Touchſtone of God's | 
Word, and to find it right; for, then have we | 


_ Tejoicing inourſelves alone, and not in another: 
For, if our Hearts condemn us not, 1 John iii. 21. 
then have we Confidence towards God; may lift up 
our Face without Spot unto him, and comfort- 

ably appeal to his Omniſcience: Thou, O Lord, 
hnoweſt me, thou haft ſeen me, and tried my Heart 
tawards thee.. Jer. X11. 3. 2 "BY eee 


This will not anly make us eaſy under the 1 | 


Cenſures and Reproaches of Men, as it did 
Fob, My Heart ſhalt not reproach me, though you 
do, and Paul, It is @ very ſmall Thing with me 
to be judged of Man's Judgement; but it will be 
a continual Delight to us to have our own 
Hearts ſay, Well done. For, the Voice of an 
enlightened, well-informed, Conſcience, is the 


Voice of God; it is his Deputy in the Soul: 


Tue Thoughts of the ſober Heathen, between 
themſelves, when they did not accule, yet the 
utmoſt they could do was but to excuſe; which 
is making the beſt of bad: But they who have 
their Hearts ſprinkled from an evil Conſcience hy 

the Blood of Ghriſ, Rom, ii. 15. are not only 
2 5 ö 
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excuſed, but encouraged and commended, amioys- 
Hei, for their Praiſe is not of Men, but of God. 
It is eaſy to imagine the holy, humble, Plea , 
ſure that a geod Man hos in the juſt Reflection 


upon his ſuccefsful Reſiſtance of a ſtrong and 


threatening Lemptation; the ſeaſonable Sup- . 


preſſion and-Crofling of an unruly Appetite or 
"Paſſion, and a Check given to the Tongue, 

© when it was about to ſpeak unadviſedly. What 
a Pleaſure is it to look back upon any good 


* 


Word ſpoken, or any good Work done, in the 
Strength of God's Grace to his Glory, and any 
+4 te to the Advantage of our Brethren, either 


for Soul or Body! With what a ſweet Satiſ- 


requires! We may then eat our Bread with Foy, 


and drink our Wine with a merry Heart, when 


we have ſome good Ground to hope, that God 
now accepteth our Works through Jeſus Chriſt, 
Eccleſ. ix. 7. 0 A 5 

6. They 


5 N 


but dwelling in them, in the Firſt. fruits of it, 


ſuch as they are capable of in their preſent im- 
perfect State. 1 John v. 13. Theſe Things are 
wrirten unto ou that believe in the Name of the 
Sen of God, that ye may know, not only that you 
thall haye, but that you have, eternal Life ; you 
are ſcaled with that holy Spirit of Promiſe, E 

I. 1 14. marked for God, which is the * 

2 3 ne 


have the Earneſts and Foretaſtes of 
eternal Life and Glory; and that is pleaſant in- 
| deed. They bave it not only ſecured to them, 


ph. 


4 


faction may a good man lie down in the Cloſe 
of the Lord's Day, if God has enabled him, in 

ſome good Mes ſure, to do the Workof the Day 
in the Day, according as the Duty of the Day 


being RELIGIOUS. 85 
eft of our Inheritance; not only a Ratification 
of the Grant, but Part of the full Payment. 
Canaan, when wecome to it, will be a Land 
1 6 with Milk and Honev: In God's Pre- 
Ws there is Pulneſs of Foy and Pleaſures for ever- 
more, Pſal. xvi. 11. But, left we ſhould think 
it long ere we come to it, the God whom we 
ſerve has been pleaſed to fend to us, as he did 
to Iſrael, ſome Cluſters of the Grapes of that 
good Land to meet us in the Wilderneſs; which 
if they were ſent us in Excuſe of the full En- 
joyment, and we were to be put off with them, 
; ths would put a Bitterneſs into them; but be: 
ing ſent us in Earn'ft of the full Enjoyment, 
that puts a Sweetneſs into them, and makes 
them pleaſant indeed. | 
A Day in God's Courts, an Hour at his Ta- 
ble in Communion with him, is very plraſant, 
better than a thouſand Days, than ten thou- 
ſand Hours, in any of the Enjoyments of Senſe: 
But this very much increaſeth the Pleaſantneſs 
of it, that it is the Pledge of a bleſſed Eternity, 
which we hope to ſpend within the Veil, in the 
Viſion and Fruition of God. Sabbaths arg 
ſweet, as they are Earneſts of the everlaſfin 
Sabbatiſm, or Keeping of a Sabbath, (as the 
Apoſtle calls it, Heb. iv. 93 ) which remains for 
the People of Ged,——Gcoſpel-Feaſts are there- 
fore ſweet, becauſe Earneits of that everlaſting. 
Feaſt to which we ſhall ſit down with Abraham, 
and Iſaac, and Jacob. The Joys of the Holy 
Ghoſt are ſweet, as they are Earneſts of tit 
Joy of our Lord, into which all Chriſt's -zo8d 
and faithful Servants ſhall enter, Praiſing God 


0 
is ſweet, 28 it is an Earneſt of that bleſſed State 
in which we ſhall not reſt Day or Night from 
praiſing God. The Communian of Saints is 
ſweet, as it is an Earneſt of the Pleaſure we | 
hope to have in the General Ah and Church | 
of the Hirt. born, Heb. xii. 
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They that travel Wiſdom's Nen 8 


times they find themſelves walking in the low 
of the Sbadow of Death, 


and darkſome Valley 
where they can fee but a little Way before them, 
yet at other Times they are led with Aeſes to 
the Top of Mount Piſg ab, and thence have a 


the Glories of that good Land, not with fuch a 


Damp upon the Pleaſures as Moſes had, Dent. 
XXXiv. 4. Thou ſhalt ſee it with thine E) yes, but | 


thou ſhalt not go over thither ;. bur ſuch an Addi- 


tion to the Plexore of it as Abraham had, when 
God ſaid to him, Gen. xiit. 14,15. All the Land 
which thou ſeeft, br thee will give it. Take the 


Pleaſure.of the W as a Flos of the Poſe 


ſeſſion ſhortly. 
- A 
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. Dedtrine farther proved by Experiene.-. 


FAviog found Religion in its own Nature 
pleaſant, and the Comfoꝛrts and Privileges 
a, with which it is attended, we an next 
try 
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ee Proſpect of the Land of Promiſe, and 1 
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try to make this Truth more evident, by ap- 
pealing to ſuch as may be thought competent 
Witneſſes in ſuch a Caſe. I confeſs, if we ap- 
peal to the natural Man, the mere Animal, (as 
the Word ſignifies, Cor. ii. 14.) that looks no 
farther than the Things of Senſe, and judgeth 
dy no other Rule than Senſe, and receiveth not 
the Thing 


s of the Spirit of God, for they are 
Fooliſhneſs to him; ſuch an one will be ſo far 
from conſenting to this Truth, and concurring 
with it, that he will contradict and oppoſe it. 
peal muſt be to thoſe that have ſpiri- 
tualSenſes exerciſed ; for, otherwiſe, the brutifþ 
Han knows not, neither doth the Fool under/iand 


tibi, Plal. xcid. 6. 


We muſt therefore be allowed to Jook upon 
convinced Sinners and comforted Saints, wicked 


People, whom the Spirit hath rouſed out of a 


ſinful Security, and godly People, whom the 
Spirit has put to Reſt in a holy Serenity, as the 
moſt competent proper Witneſſes to give Evi 
_ dence in this Caſe; and to their Experience 
J | 
. Firſt, Aſk thoſe that have tried the Ways of 
Sin and Wickedneſs, of Vice and Proſaneneſs, 
and begin to pauſe a little,and to conſider whe- 
ther the Way they are in be right; and let us 
hear what are their Experiences concerning 
thoſe Ways. And our Appeal to them is in the 
Words of the Apoſtle, I but Fruit have ye in 
thoſe Things whereof ye are now aſhamed? kom. 
vi. 21. Not only what Fruit will ye have at 
laſt, when the End of theſe Things is Death ? 
or, as Fob xxi. 21. What Pleaſure 


Hu 


be in his A 
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Houſe after him, «when the Number of his Months 
Ts cut off in the Midft? But what Fruit, what 
Pleaſure, bad ye then, when you were in the 
Enjoyment of the beſt of it ? 0 
Thoſe that have been running to an Exceſs I 
10 Riot, that have laid the Reins on the Neck 
of their Luſts, have rejoiced with the young 
Man in his Youth, and walked in the Way of | 
tbeir Hearts and the Sight of their Eyes, have. | 
taken a boundleſs Liberty in the Gratifications 
of Senſe, and have made it their Buſineſs to ex- 
tract out of this Warld whatever may paſs un- 
| der the Name of Pleaſure: But, when they be- 
| gin to think, (which they could not find in their -| 
Hearts to do while they were going on in their 
Purſuit,) aſk them now what they think of thoſe. 
| Pleaſures which pretend to vie with thoſe of 
neee and they will tell you, 
1. That the Pleaſure of Sin was painful and 
unſatisfying i in theEojoyment, and which then 
they had no Reaſon to boaſt of. It was a ſor- 
did Pleaſure, and beneath the Dignity of a Man, 
and which could not be had, but by yielding 
up the Throne in the Soul to the inferior Fa- 
culties of Senſe, and allowing them the Domi- 
nion over Reaſon and Conſcience, which ought | 
to command and give Law. It was the grati= 
fying of the Appetite, which was the Difeaſe ' 
of the Soul, and which would not be ſatisfied, 
but, like the Daughters of the Horſe · leech, fill : 
cry, Give, Give. . 
What poor Pleaſure hath the covetous Man 
An the Wealth of the World! It is this Luſt of 
the * that 1 is thereby humoured, for bow | 
00 


; i | | * : * * 
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"Good hath, the Owner thereof, ſave the beholding 
thereof with the Eyes? 1 John ii. 16. And what 


is no Satisfaction neither; for, he that loveth Sil- 


Der will find that, the more he has, the more he 


would have; ſo that he /hall not be ſatisfied with 
Silver; r.®;, it faſtens upon the Mind a Burden 
of Care and Perplexity, ſo that the Abundance 
10, 11, 12. 


— 
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gratifying of this baſe Appetite is but bringing 


Oil to a Flame: When f awake, Twill ſeck it 
yet again, is the Language of the Drunkard, 


os 


Prov. xxiii. 35. | TT 
Contention and Revenge pretend to be plea- 
fant Sins too; Eff vindidta bonum vita jucundius 
170 but it is ſo far from being ſo, that it is, 
of all other Sins, the moſt vexations: It kindles 
a Fire in the Soul, puts it into a Hurry and 


Diſorder; where they are, there is Confuſion 

dad every evil Work. The Luſt, whence 
not cnly Wars and Fightings come, Jam. iv. 1. 
but other Sins ate ſaid to war in the Members; 


they not ony war againf{ the Soul, 1 Pet. ii. 11. 
and threaten the Deſt: uction of its true Inte- 
reſts, but they war in the Soul, and give Diſ- 


turbance to its preſeat Peace, and All it with 


_ continual Alarms, 
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4 poor Satisfaction is that! and yet even that 


of the Rich will nat ſuffer bim to ſleep, Ecclef. V. 


4 eſs paſſeth for a pleaſant Sin, but 

it is a brufiſh Pleaſure; for it puts a Force upon 

the Powers of Nature, diſturbs the Exerciſe of 
Reaſon, and puts Men out of the Poſſeſſion and 
Enjoyment of their own Souls; and ſo far is 

it from yielding any true Satisfaction, that the 
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They, | 
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with the Huſks that they did eat; ſuch a Diſ- 
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They, that have made themſelves. Slaves 4 
their Lufts, will own, that is was the great 


Le 


Drudgery in the World, and therefore is fepte- 


ſented, in the Parable of the Prodigal, b LY 
young Gentleman hiring himſelf to one that 


ſent bim into his Field to feed Swine, Luke xv. 


16. where he was made a Fellow, commonet 


with them, and would fain have filled his Bell 


grace, ſuch a Diſſatisfaction, is there in the | 
- Pleafores of Sin. Beſides the Diverſity of Maſ- 
ters which Singers are at the Beck of, and their 
Diſagreement among themſelves; for they are 
d iſobedient to that God who is One, are de- 
| ceived, ſerving divers Luſts and Pleaſures, and 
therein led capiive by Satan, their ſworn Ene- 
my, at his Will, Tit. iii. 3. 3 


2. That the Plraſure of Sin was very bitter, 


and tormenting in the Reflection. We willal- | 
low that there is a Pleaſure in Sin for a Seaſon, 


Heb. xi.25- but that Seaſon. is ſoon over, and 


Is ſucceeded by another Seaſon that is the Re- 
. verſe of it; the Sweetneſs is ſoon gone, and 
leaves the Bitterneſs behind in the B 


the Cup; ihe Wine is red and gives its Colour, 


-_ 


ottom of 
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its Flavour vecy agreeable, but at the laſt it b:tes 


32. Sin is that range Woman, whoſe Flatte- 


wood, Prov. v. 3, 4 SY 155 
When Conſcience is awake, and tells the 


Sinner he is very guilty ; when his Sins are ſet 


in Order before him in their true Colours, and 


he feels himſelf defiled and deformed by them; 


lite a Serpent, and flinos like an Adder, Prov xxiii. 


tries are charming, but her End bitter as Morm- 


when 


I ef his Sin then? As the Thief is aſnamed when 
de is diſcouvered to the World, fo are the Drunk -— 
ards, the Unclean, when diſcovered to them - 

Where ſhall I caufe my 


. | when his own WickeJneſs begins to cor/ect 
| him, aud his Backſhding to veprove 

I ͤbis own Heart makes him lothe himſelf for all bis 
Abominations, Jex. ii. 19. where is the Pleaſure 


ſelves, and they ſay, 
Shame to go? there is no Remedy, but I muſt lie 


| ſurely that of ill. got Gain would, becauſe there 
is Something to ſhew for it; and yet, though the 


Wickedneſs de ſweet in the Sinner's Mouth, 


though he hide it under his Tongus, yet in by 


| Bowels it is turned into the Gall of 22 Job xx. 


II, &. He hath ſwallowed down _— bur 
ſhall be forced to vomit them up again. 

Solomon had ſkimmed the Cream of fenfual 
Delights, and pronounced not only Vanity and 
| Vexation concerning them all, even the beff, 


| 'bur concerning thoſe of them that were fiofu}, 


the forbidden Pleaſures into which he was de. 


trayed, that the Reflection upon them filled him 


with Horror and Amazement: I applied my 
Heart, ſaith he, to know the Wickedneſs of Folly, 
even of Foolifhneſs and Madneſs ; ſo he now calls 
the Looſes he had taken; he cannot ſpeak bad 
enough of them, for / fear, more bitter than Death, 


the Woman man whoſe Heart is Snares and "Nets, and 


her Hands as Bands, Eccl. vii. 26. 


And is ſuch Pleaſure as this worthy to come 
in Competition with the Pleaſures of Religion, 
or to be namedthe ſame Day with them? What 


ſenſeleſs Creatures are- the Senſuals, that will 
not 
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him, and 


down in it. If the Pleaſure of any Sin would laſt, 
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not tobe perſuaded to quĩt the Pleaſures of Brutes, 
wheg. they (hall have in Exchange the Delights 
! on r ²m⁰ͥe- qr! 
_ «<1, Secondly, Aſk thoſe that haye tried the Ways 
bf - Wiſdom, what are their Experiences con- 
Terning thoſe Ways: Call now. tf there be any 
bat will anſwer you, and to which of the Saints 


auill you turn? Job v. 1. Turn you to which JW; 


Jou will, and they will agree to:this, that /7ſo 
f ak Mays are Plraſantneſs, and ber Paths Peace. 
However about ſome Things they may differ in 
their Sentiments. in, this they are all of a Mind, 
that God is a good Mafter, and his Service not 
only perfect Freedom, but perfect Pleafure, 
Antes aD zit w ich aged and experienced 
Chriſtians owe both to their Maſter and to 
- their Fellow-ſervants, both to Chriſt and Chriſ- 
tians, to bear their Teſtimony to this Truth; 
ard the more explicitly and ſolemnly they do it, 
the better: Let them tell others what God has 
done for their Souls, and how they have taſted 
that he ts gracious, Pai, lxvi. 16, Let them own, 
to the Honour of God and Religion, that, as 
in 1 Kings vii, 56. there has not failed one Word 
God's good Promiſe, by which he deſigned ro 
make his Servants pleaſant, and what is ſaid of 
the Pleaſantneſs of Religion is really fo; Let 
them /et ta their Seal that ii is true, 1 Jobni. 1. 
Let it have their Probatum et; we have found 


| O. e 5 | ts | 1 
. The Ways of Religion and Godlineſs are 
the good old Hays, Jer. vi. 16. Now, if you 
would have an Account of the Way you have 
to go, you muſt enquire of thoſe that have 1 
1 velle 


- 
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velled it; not of thoſe that have occaſi Way 
| Rept into it now and then, but of thoſe ; 
Buſineſs had led them to frequent it. Aſk the 
ancient Travellers, whether they have found 
Reſt to their Souls in this Way; and there ar“ 
few you ſhall enquire of, but they will be ready 
to on theſe four Things from Experience: 
1. That they have found the Rules and Die- 


| fates of Religion very- agreeable both to right 


Reaſon and to their true Intereſt, and there- 
fore pteaſatit: They have found the Way nig 
them, and accommodated to them, and not Av. 
ſuch a mighty Diſtance as they were made d 
delieve. They have found all God's Precepts 
concerning all | Things to be right, and reaſonas 
ble, and highly equitable; and, when they did 
but ſhew themſelves Men, they- could not but 
ſay, and ſubſcribe o the Law, that it was 
good, Rom. vii. 16. and there is a wonderful 
Decorum in it. ren h os nd 
The Laws of Humility and Meckneſs, Sobri⸗ 
ety and Temperance, Contentment and Pa- 
tience, Love and Charity, theſe are agreeable to 
ourſelves, when we are in our right Mind: 
They ate the Rectitude of our Nature, the Ad- 
vancement of our Powers and Faculties, the 
Compoſure of our Minds, and the Comfort of 
- our Lives, and carry their own Lettets of Com- 
mendation along with them. If a Man under- 
ſtood himſelf and his own Intereſt, he would 
comport with theſe Rules, and govern himſelf 
by them, though there were no Authority over 
him to oblige him to it All that have thorough- 
ly tried them will ſay, they are fo far from being 


Chains 
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Chainsof Impriſonment to a Man, and as Fet- 


you what " Abundavee of Comfort and Satisfac- 


tion they have had in keeping ſober, when they, 


have been in Temptation to Exceſs; in doi 
juſtly, when they might have gained by Diſ- 
boneſty as other: do, and no Body know it; in, 


of their Hand to revenge it; in giving Alms to 


ſelves by it; in ſubmitting to an Affliction, 


teflect upon it, that though his Predeceſſors in 


the Government had abuſed their Power, yet 


did mat 1, faith. he, becauſe of the Fear of Ged 
s. v. 15. And with mor mend doth 
Samuel mate his Appe al, Os have 1 taken, 


or Apparel. 
Experiences to this Puspoſe, read the 119th 
Pſalm, which is a Collection of David's Teſti- 


If you would have a Regiſter of 


monies to the Swreetneſs and Goodneſs of God's 


Law, the Equity and Excellency of it, and the 
abundant Satisſactioa that is to be found. i ina 


conſtant, conſcientious, Conformity to it. 

2. That they have found the Exerciſes of 
Deyotion to be very pleaſant and comfortable; 
and, if there be a Heaven 


Communion with God in his Ordinapces; in 


ters to bis Feet, that. they are as Chains of Or- 
naments to him, and as the Girdles to his Loins, | 
Alk experienced Chriſtians, and they will tell | 


forgivin en Injury, when it was in the Power | 
> FPoc, when perhaps they ſtraitened tbem- 
when the Circumſtances of it were aggravating; + 


and in bridling their Paſſion under great Pro- 
vocations. With what Comfort does Nebemiab 


a whom have 1 defrauded ? 1 Sam. xii. 3. And 
| Paul his; I have coveted no Man's Silver,or Gold, 


Earth, it is in ; 


heariba g 


es. 81 2 8 TP" *4 » JS 3 
Hearing from him ; in ſpeaking to him; in te- 


ceiving the Tokens of his Favour and Commu- 
nications of his Grace, and. feturning pious Af." 
fections to him; pouring out the 7 5 be fora 
bim, lifting up the Soul to him. 
All good Cbriſtians will ſubſcribe to Dayig's 2 
Experience, Ii is good for me to draw near 10 
Ged; Plal. Ixxiii. 28. the nearer the better; and 


+» 


it will be beſt of all when I come to the neareſt 
of all, within the Veil, and will join with hin 
in faying, Return unte thy Re/t, O my Soul, Pl. 
xxl. 7. to God, as to d Reſt, and repoſe. in 
Bias 1 have. found that SayisfaRtion in Com- 
munion with God, which 1 would not exchange 
for all the Deligbis. of the Sous of Men and 
4 uliar Treaſpres of Kings ang Provinces. 
„What a Pleaſure did thoſe pious Fews, in 
Hezokiah's Time, find in the Solemoaities of the 
Paſſover, who, when they bed kept ſeven Days 
according to the Law, in attending on God's 
Ordinances, taal Counſel together to keep ſeven 
other Days, and they kept ſeuen other Nays with. 
Glawneſs ! 2 Chron. Xxx. 23. And, if Chriſt's 
Hearers had not found an abundant Swectneſs 
and Satisfaction in attending on him, they 
would never bave continued their Attendance 
| three Days in a deſert Place, az we tind they did, 
Matt. xv. 32. No Wonder then that his own 
Diſciples, when they were Spectators of his 
 Tranfiguration, ane Auditors of his Diſcourſe 
with Aoſes and Elias in the holy Mougt, ſaid, 
Hater, it is good = us to be here; hers let us 
make Tabernacles, Mat. Xvile 4 oY 
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the Pfecnck of God. in an Ordinance, to wor- 
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yo appeal to- all, that know what i it is to ena 


ſhip him in the Spirit, whether they have not 
found” abundant Satisfaction it it. They will 


fay with the Spovle, Cant. ii. 3. 7 ſat "rut | 
es: bys « Shadew with Delis bt, and his Fruit Was 
at 


unto myT ae: And with the noble Mar- 

1 Vico, "Let their Money periſh with them; 

. 8 all tbe Mealtb 950 Flags of this 
or 


1h one Hour's Communion with God int JF - 
110 ri. They will own, that they never | 


ad Thit true Delight and Satisfaction in any of 
the Employments or Enjeyments ofthis World. 
which they have had 25 the Service of God, 


and in the believing Reliſhes of that loving 
 Kinaneſs of his, which"; is better than Life, Plat, 
Ixiii. 3, 5. Theſe have pat Gladneſs into their! 


Hearts, more than the WW; of Harveſt, or theirs 
that divide the Spoil. If in their Prepa ti "ns 
for ſolemn Ordincts they have gone forth 
NF bearing precious Seed, yet they have 
ain with rejoicing, bringing their Sheaves 
; Pfal, cxxvi. 5, 6. 

3. That they have found the Pleaſure of Re- 


 Tigion- ſufficient to overcome the Pains and 
Trouble of Senſe, and to take out the Sting of 


them, and take off the Terror of them. This 


is a plain Evidence of the Excellency of ſpi- 
neal” Pleafure, that religious Convictions will 
ſoon conquer ſenſual Delights, and quite extin- 


iſh them. So that they became as Songs to 
a heavy Heart; for, a wounded Conſcience who 


can bear? But i it has often been found, that the 


Pains of Senſe have not been able to extinguiſh 
ſpiritual 
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ſpiritual Delights, but have been conquered and 
quite overbalanced by them. ſoy in Spirit has 
been to many a powerful Alloy to Trouble in 
TT —— 
Tae pleaſure that holy Souls have in God, as 
it needs not be ſupported by the Delights of 
 Seyſe, ſo it fears not being ſuppreſſed by the 


| Grievances of Senſe. They can rejoice in the 


Lord, and joy in him as the God of their Sal- 


| vation, even then, when the Fig-Tree dub not 


bloſſom, and there is no Fruit in the Vine, Hab. 


iii. 17, 18. for, even then, when in the World 


they have Tribulation, Chriſt has provided that 
in him they ſhould have Satisfaction. 
For this we may appeal to the Martyrs, and 
other Sufferers for the Name'of Chrift: How 
have their ſpiritual Joys made their Bonds for 
_ Chriſt eaſy, and made their Pri ſous their delec- 
table Orchards, as one of the Martyrs called 
his ! Animated by theſe Comforts, they have 
not only taken patiently, but takex joyfully, the 
ſpoiling of their Goa, knowing of themſelves tha 
they have in Heaven a better and a more enduring 
Subſtance, Heb. x. 34. Aſk Paul, and he will 
tell you, 2 Cor. vi. 4, 5- that, even then when 
he was troubled on every Side, when without were 
Pighiings and within were Fears, yet he was fil- 
led with 
His Tribulatian ; and that, Ys his Sufferings for 
Chriſt did increaſe, his Conſolation in Chriſt 
increaſed proportionably, 2 Cor. i. 5. And, 
though he expects no other but to finiſh his 


Courſe with Blood, yet he doubts not but to 


finiſh bis Cour ſe with Ja A ES a 


Comfort, and was exceeding joyful in all 


Nay, 
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* Nay, we may appeal to the Sick-beds and 


Death- beds of many good Chriſtians for the 
Proof of this; when weariſome Nights have 


been appointed to them, yet God's Statutes have 


| been their Songs, their Songs in the Night, Pſal. 
cxix. 54+ I have Pain, ſaid one, but I bleſs 


God I have Peace; weak and dying, ſaid an- 
other, ſat Lucis intus, Light and Comfort enough 


_ © within. The. Delights of Senſe forſake us, 
when we moſt need them to be a Comfort to 
us; when a Man is chaftened with Pain upon his 


Bed, and the Multitude of his Bones with ſtrang 


Pain, he abhorreth Bread and dainty Meat, and | | | 


cannot reliſh it, Job xxxiii. 19, 20. But then 


the Bread of Life and ſpiritual Dainties have 


the ſweeteſt Reliſh of all. Many of God's 


People have found it ſo. This is my Comfort in 
my Affliction, that thy Word hath quickened me, 


Pſal. cxix. 50. This has made all their Beds in 
their Sickneſs, and made them eaſy, 
The Pleaſantneſs of Wiſdom's Ways hath 


| ſometimes been remarkably atteſted by the Joys 
and Triumphs of 3 in reflecting 


upon that Divine Grace which has carried them 


comfortably through this World, and is then 
carrying them more comfortably out of it into 
a better. What is that Light which I ſee ? ſaid an 


eminent Divine upon his Death-bed : It is the 


Sunſhine, (aid one that was by: No, replie d he, 


it FI) my Saviour $ Shane ; O the Toys, 0 the Com- 
Forts, that I feel! Mpetber in the Body, or out of 


| the Body, I cannot tell; but I ſee and feel Things 
that are unutterable, and full of Glory, O let it be 


preached at my Funeral, and tell it when 1 am dead 
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and gone, that God deals familiarly with Man! I 
am as full of Comfort as my Heart can hold. Mt 
Jioſeph Allein's Life, and Mr. Fobn Janetuay s, 
have remarkable Inftances of this. 
4. They have found, that the cloſer they 
have kept to Religion's Ways, and the better 
' Progreſs they hive made in thoſe Ways, the 
more Pleafure: they have found in them. By 
this it appears, that the Pleaſure takes its Ex- 
cellency from the Religion; that, the more Re- 
ligion prevails, the greater the Pleaſure is. 
What Diſquietand Diſcomfort Wiſdom's Chil- 
dren have, is owing not to Wiſdom's Ways, 
thoſe are pleaſant, but to their Neviations from 
thoſe Ways, or their Slothfulneſs and Trifling 
in thoſe Ways; theſe indeed are unpleaſant, 
and ſooner or later will be found fo, 
If good People are ſometimes drovping, and 
in Sorrow, it is not becauſe they are good, but 
| becauſe they are not ſo good as they ſhould be; 
they do not live up to their Profeſſion and Prin- 
ciples, but are too much in love with the Body, 
and hanker too much after the World; though 
they do not turn back to Sodom, they look back 
towards it, and are too mindful of the Coun- 
try whence they came out; and this makes 
them uneaſy, this forfeits their Comforts, and 
grieves their Comforter, and diſturbs their Peace, 
which would have been firm to them, if · they 
had been firm to their 4 Now, if 
we turn aſide out of the Ways of God, we are 
not to think it ſtrange if the Conſolations of God 
de not follow us. a 
| — 5 . 
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But if we cleave to the Lord with full Pur- 


poſe of Heart, then we find the Joy of the Lord 


our Strength. Have we not found thoſe Duties 
moit pleaſant, in which we have taken moſt 
Pains and moſt Care? and that we have had 


the moſt comfortable Sabbath-viſits made to 
our Souls then, when we have been moſt inthe |} 
Spirit on the Lord's Day? Rev. i. 10, 
And, the longer we continue, and the more 


we mend our Pace in theſe Ways, the more 


Pleaſure we find in them. This is the Excel- 


lency of ſpiritual Pleaſures, and recommends 


them greatly, that whey increaſe with Uſe, ſo far 
are they from withering or going to Decay: 
The Difficulties that may at firſt be found in 
the Ways of Religion wear off by Degrees, and 
the Work of it grows more eaſy, and the Joys 
of it more ſweet. 3 


Aſk thoſe that have back-ſlidden from the 
Ways of God, have left their firſt Love, and 


begin to bethink themſelves, and to remember 


whence they are fallen, whether they had nota 
great Deal more Comfort when they kept cloſe . 


to God, than they have had ſince they turned 
aſide from him; and oy will ſay with the 
Adultreſs, whenſhe found the 


W ay of her Apoſ- 
tacy hedged up with Thorns, 7 will go, and re- 
turn to my firfl Huſband, for then it was better 
with me than now, Hol. ii. 7. There is Nothing 
got by departing from God, and Nothing loft by 

being faithful to him. 5 
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The Doctrine illuſtrated by the Similitude, uſed in 
the Text, of a pleaſant Way or Fourncy, + | 
4 HE Practice of Religion is often, in 
-& Scripture, ſpoken of as a Way, and our 
walking in that Way: It is the Way of God's 
Commandments, it is a Highway, the King's 
Way, the King of Kings High-way; and thoſe 
that are religious are travelling in that Way. 
The Schoolmen commonlycalled Chriſtians, in 
this World, Viatores, Travellers; when they 
come to Heaven they are Comprebenſores, they 
have then a'tained, are at Home ; here they 
are in their Journey, there at their Journey's- 
End. Now, if Heaven be the Journey's End, 
the Prize of our High Calling, and we be ſure, 
if we ſo run as we ought, that we {hall obtain 
that, it is gnough to engage and encourage us 
in our Way, though it be never fo unpleaiant; 
but we are told, ex abundanti, that we nave allo 
a pleafant Road 5 
Nov there are twelve Things which help to 
make a Journey pleaſant, and there is Some- 
thing like to each of them which may be found 
in the Way of Wiſdom, and thoſe that walk in 


that Way. EY 
E 3. | Fuſt, 
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Firſt, It helps to make a Journey pleaſant ty | 1 


£0 upon a good Errand. He that is brought 
up a Priſoner in the Hands of the Minifters of 


= J uſtice, whatever Convenienees he may be ac- 


commodated with, cannot have a pleaſant Jour- 


ney, but a melancholy one: And that is the |} 


Caſe of a wicked Man; he is going on, in this 
World, towards Deſtruction; ; the Way he is 
in, though wide and broad, leads directly to it; 
and, while he perſiſts init, every Step! he takes is 
ſo much nearer Hell, and therefore he cannot 
have a pleaſant Journey: It is abſurd and inde- 
cent to pretend to make it ſo: Though the Way 
may ſeem right to Man, yet there can be no 
true Pleaſure in it, while the End theresf is the 
. of Death, and the See take bold on — 
Prov. v. 
But he that goes into a far Country to re- 
ceive for himſelf a Kingdom, whatever Diffi- 
cults may attend his Journey, yet the Errand 
he goes on is enough to make it pleaſant: And 
on this Errand they go that travel Wiſdom's 
Ways; they look for a Kingdom which cannot 
be moren. and ere preſſing forwards in the 
Hopes of it. Abrabam went out of his own 
"i not knowing whither be went, Heb. xi. 
$. But thoſe, that ſet out and hold on in the 
Way of Religion, know whither it will bring 
them, that it /eads to Life, Matt. vii. 14. eternal 
Life; and therefore, in the Way of Righteouſneſs 
#s Life, Prov. xii, 28. becauſe there is ſuch a 
Life at the End of it. >. 
|  * Good People go upon a good Errand; for, 
they go on God's Errand as well as on "their 
own, 


\ 
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own, that are ſerving and glorifying him, con- 
tributing Something to his Honour, and the 
Advancements of the Intereſts of his Kingdom 

among Men*; and this makes it pleaſant ; and 

that which puts io great a Reputation upon the 
Duties of Religion, as that by them God is 
ſerved and glorified, cannot but pur ſo much 
the more Satisfaction into them. With what 
Pleaſure doth Paul appeal to God, as the God 
whom he ſerved with his Spirit in the Goſpel of his 

Son? Rom. i. 9. 9 5 ” 
| Secondly, It helps to make a Journey plea- 


| fant, to have Strength and Ability for it. He 


that is weak, and ſickly, and lame, can find no 
Pleaſure in the pleaſanteſt Walks; how ſhould 
be, when he takes every Step in Pain? But a 
ſtrong Man tejoiceth to run a Race, while he 
that is feeble trembles to ſet one Foot before 
another. Now this makes the Ways of Reli- 
gion pleaſant, that they who walk in thoſe Ways 
are not only cured of their natural Weakneſs, 
but are filled with ſpirit ual Strength; they tra- 
vel not in heir own Might, but in the Great- 
top of bis Strength, who is mighty to ſave, Iſai. 
1. 

Were they to proceed in their own Strength 
they would have little Pleaſure in the Journey, 
every little Difficulty would foil them, and they 
would tire preſently ; but they ge /or th, and go 
on in the Strength of the Lord God, Pſal. Ixxi. 16. 


and upon every Occaſion, accorcing to his : 


| Promiſe, he renetes that Strength to them, and 

they mount up with F ings like Eagles, they go 

on with Chearfulneſs and Alacrity, they run 
E 4 and 
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and are not weary, they walk and donet faint, 
Iſa. xl. 51. God with his Comforts exlargeth 
' their Hearts, and then they not only go but 
run the May of his Commandments, Pſal. cxix., 
3 Io NY N 
: That which to the old Nature is impractica- 
dle and unpleafant, and which therefore is de- 
clined or gone about with Reluctaney, to the 
new Nature is eaſy and pleaſant: And this new 
Nature is given to all the Saints, which puts a 
new Life and Vigour into them, ffrengthensthem 
withall Might in the inner Man, Col. i. 11. unto 
all Diligence in Doing-Work, Patience in Suf- 
fering- work, and Perſeverance in both; and 
ſo all is made pleaſant. They are /trong in the 
Lord, and in the Power of his Might, Eph. vi. 
10. and this not only keeps the Spirit willing, 
even then when the Fleſh is weak, but makes 
even the lame Man to leap as a Hart, and the 
Tongue of the Dumb to ſing, Iſa. xxxv. 6. I can 
do all Things through Chrift flrengthening me, 
Phil. Iv. 3 „ 
Thirdly, It helps to make a Journey plea- 
ſant to have Day light: It is very uncomfort- 
able T cayelling in the Night, in the black and 
dark Night: He that walketh in Darkneſs, ſaith 
our Saviour, #noweth not whither he goes, John 
Xii. 35. right or wrong, and that is uncomfort- 


able; and, in another Place, If a Man walk in 


the Night, he flumbleth, becauſe there is no Light 
in him, John xi. 10. And this is often ſpoken 
of as the miſerable Caſe of wigked People, They 
knowty not, neither will they under/iand, they walk 
on in Darkneſs, Pſal. Ixxxiii. 5. They are in 

i continual 
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continual Danger, and ſo moch the more, I... 
they be not in continual Fear. 
y But Wiſdom's Children are all Children 0 the : 
Light, and of the Day, 1 Theſ. v. 5. They 
were Darkneſs, but are Light in the Lord, and 
walk as Children of the Light, Eph. ii. 8, Truly 
the Light is ſweet even to one that fits ſtil], 
but much more ſo to one that is on a Journey 3 
and doubly ſweet to thoſe that ſet out in the 
Dark, as we all did. But this great Light is 
riſen upon us, not only to pleaſe our Eyes, but to 
guide our Feet into the Paths of Peace, Luke i. 
79. And then they are indeed Paths of Peace, 
when we are guided into them, and guided in 


them by the Light of the Goſpel of Chriſt, And I 


all, that walk in the Light of Goſpel-Conduct, 
cannot fail to walk | in the Light of Goſpel- 
Comforts. 

And it adds to the Pleaſure of having Day- 
Light in our Travels, if we are in no anger 
of lofing it, and of being benighted : And this 
is the Caſe of thoſe that walk in the Light of the 
Lord; for, the Sun of Righteouſneſs > Le is riſen 
upon them, with lala under bis Wings, ſhall zo 
more go down, but ſhall be their ee Light, 
| Iſa. Ix. 20. 

Fourthly, It helps to make a Journey plea- 
fant to have a good Guide, whole Knowledge 
and Faithfulneſs one can confide i in. A Tra- 
veller, though he has Day-light, yet may miſs 
his Way, and loſe himſelf, if he bave not one 
to ſhew him his Way, and go before him, eſpe- 
cially if his Way lie, as ours doth, through a 
| Wilderneſs, where there are ſo many By-paths ; 
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and, though he ſhould'not be guilty of any fatal 
Miſtake, yet he is in continual Doubt and Fear, 
which makes his Journey uncomfortable. _ 
But this is both the Safety and the Satisfac- 
tion of all true Chriſtians, that they have not 


only the Goſpel of Chriſt for their Light, both 


a diſcovering and directing Light, but the Spirit 
of Chrift for their Guide: It is promiſed, that 
he ſhall lad them into all Fruth, John xvi. 13. 


| ſhall guide them with his Eye, Pfal. xxxii. 8. 


Hence they are ſaid to walk after the Spirit, and 
to be led by the Spirit, Rom. viii. I, 14. as God's: 
Iſratl of old were led through the Wilderneſs 
by a Pillar of Cloud and Fire, and the Lord was 


mt -- 1 3 > SE 
This is that which makes the Way of Reli- 
gion ſuch a Highway, as that the Way-faring 


Men, though Fools, ſhall net err therein, Iſa. xxx. 


8. Therezre Fools indeed, wicked ones, who. 
walk after the Fleſh, that miſs their Way, and 
wanderendleſly: The Labour of the Fooliſh wear i- 
eth every one of them, becauſe he knoweth not how 
to goto the City, Eccl. x. 15. but thoſe Fools, that 
ſhall not err therein, are weak cnes, the fooliſh 
Things of the World, who in a Senſe of their 


own Folly are ſo wiſe, as to give up themſelves 


intirely to the Condud of the Spirit, both by. 


Conſcience, and the written Word; and, if they 


have done this in Sincerity, they know whom 
they have depended upon to guide them by his. 
Counſel, and afterwards to receive them to his 


lern, Pal. Ixxiit. 24. Theſe may go on their 


Journey pleaſantly, who are promiſed, that, 
whenever they are in Doubt, or in Danger o 
8 = miſtaking, 
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miſtaking, or being miſled, they ſhall hear a 
Voice ſaying to them, This is the Fay, walk in ity 
8 
Fifthly, It helps to make a Journey pleaſant, 
to be under a good Guard or Convoy, that one 


may travel ſafely. Our Way lies through an 
Enemy s Country, and they are active, ſubtle, 


Enemies; ; the Road is infeſted with Robbers, 
that lie in walt to ſpoil and to deſtroy : we tra- 
vel by the Lions Dens, and the Mountains of 


-. Leopards; and our Danger is the greater, 


that it ariſeth not from Fleßb and Blood, but 
145 iritual Wictedneſſes, 1 Pet. v. 8. Satan, by the 
orld and the Fleſh, way- lays us, and ſeeks to 
devour us; ſo that we could not with any Plea- 
ſure go on our Way, if God himſelf had not 
taken us under his ſpecial Protection. 
Ihe ſame Spirit, that 13 a Guide to theſe Tra- 
vellers, is their Guard alſo; for, whoever are 
ſanctiſiad by the Holy Gheſt are by him preſerved 
mn Jeſus Chrif, Jude 1. preſerved blameleſs ; and 
ſhall be preſerved to the heavenly Kingdom, 2 Tim. 


iv. 18. fo as that they ſhall not be robbed of = 


their Graces and n which are their 
Evidences for, and Earneſts of, eternal Liſe; 
they are kept by the Power of Ged through Faith 
unto Salvation, 1 Pet i. 5. and therefore may go 
on chear fully 
The Promiſes of God are a Writ of Pro- 
tection to all Chriſt's good Subjects in theit 
Travels, and give them ſuch a holy Security, 
as lays a Foundation for a conſtant Serenity. 
Eternal Truth itſelf hath aſſured them, that 10 
Evil ſpall befal them, Pal, xci. 10, Nothing 
E 6 really 
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De PLEASURE of 
really and deſtructively evil, no Evil but what 


God will bring Good to them out of; God 


himſelf bas engaged to be their Keeper, and 


to preſerve their going out and coming in, from 


henceforth and for ever, which looks as far 


forwards as Eternity itſelf. And by ſuch Pro- 


miſes as theſe, and that Grace which is con- 


veyed through them to all active Believers, | 
God carries them as upon Eagles Wings, to * 
them to himſelf, Deut. xxxii. 11. 


Good Angels are appointed for a Guard to » 


all that 6g in Wiſdom's Ways, to bear them 


in their Arms, where they go, Pſal. xci. 11. and 


to Pitch their Tents round about them where they 
reſt, Pſal. xxxiv. 7. and fo to keep them in all 
their Ways, How eaſy may they be who are 


thus guarded and how well pleaſed under all 
Events, as Jacob was, who went on his May, and 
the Angels of God met him] Gen. xxxii. 1. 

N Sixthly, It helps to make a Journey plea- 
ſant, to have the "Way tracked by thoſe that 


have gone before in the ſame Road, and on 
the ſame Errand. Untrodden Paths are un- 


pleaſant ones,: But, in the Way of Religion, 
we are both directed and encouraged by the 


72 Examples of thoſe that have choſen the 


ay of Truth before us, and have walked in 
it. We are bidden to follow them, who are 
now through Faith and Patience (thoſe travel 


ling Graces of a Chriſtian) inheriting the Pro- 
miſer, Heb. vi. 12. 


* It js pleaſant to think, that we are walk 


ing in the ſame Way with Abrabam, Iſaac, 


and aal, with whom we hope ſhortly to fit 


cown 
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| gown in the Kingdom of God. How many 
holy, wiſe, good, Men have governed them- 
ſelves by che ſame Rules that we govern 'our- 
| ſelves by, with the ſame Views, have lived 
by the ſame Faith that we live by, looking for 
the ſame bleſſed Hope, and have by it obtained 
4 good: Report? Heb. xi. 2. And we go forth 
by the Footfleps of the Flock, Cant. 1. 8 © 
Let us therefore, to make our Way eaſy and 
pleaſant, take the Prophets for an Example, Jam. 
v. 10, and being compaſſed about with ſo great a 
Cloud of Witneſſes, like the Cloud in the 
Wilderneſs that went before Iſrael, not only 
to ſhew them the Way but to ſmooth it for 
them, let us run with Patience and Chearfulneſs 
the Race that is ſet before us, looking unto Jeſus, 
the moſt encouraging Pattern of all, who has 
left us an Example, that we ſhould follow his Steps, 
Heb. xii. 1. And what more pleaſant than to 
follow ſuch a Leader, whoſe Word of Com- 
mind in, Follow an! 
Seventhly, It helps to make a Journey plea- 
fant to have good Company: This deceives 
the Time, and takes off the Tediouſneſs of a 
Journey as much as any Thing: Amiqus pro 
Vebiculo. It is the Comfort of choſe who walk 
in Wiſdom's Ways, that, though there are but 
few walking in thoſe Ways, yet there are ſome, 
and thoſe the wiſeſt and beſt, and more excel- 
lent than their Neighbours; and it will be 
found there are more ready to ſay, Mie will go 
| with you, for we have heard that God is with you, 
Zech. vill. 23. . e 5 
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ful to the Eye, and by the flill Waters, whoſe 
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The Commutilen of Saints contributes much * 


to the Pleaſantneſs of Wiſdom's Ways ; we Ty 


have many Fellow- Travellers that quicken one 
another by the Fellowſhip they have one with 


another, as Companions in the Kingdom and Pa- 
tience of Jeſus Chriſt, Rev. i. 9. It was a Plea- 

ſure 40 them, who were going up to Jeruſalem 

to worſhip, that their Number was increaſed in 
every Town they came to, and ſo they went from 
Strength to Strength, they grew more and more 


numerous till every one of them in Zion apptar- 


ed before God, Pſal. Ixxxiv. 7. And ſo it is with 


God's ſpiritual Ifracl, to which we have the 


_ Pleaſure of ſeeing daily Additions of ſuch as 
fhall be ſaved. 


They that travel together make one another 
* by familiar Converſe; and it is the 


Will of God that his People ſhould by that 
| Means encourage one another, and ſtrengthen 


one another's Hands: They that fear the Lordſpeak | 
often one to another, Mal. iti. 17. exhort one ano- 


ther daily, and communicate their Experiences; 


and it will add much to the Pleaſure of this, to 


conſider the kind Notice God is pleaſed to take 


of it : He hearkens, and hears, and a Book of 


Remembrance is written tor thoſe that fear the L 
Lord and think on his Name. 


Eighthly, It helps to make a Journey blea⸗ | 


fant to have the Way lic through green Paſ- 


tures and by ſtill Waters; and fo the Ways of 


Wiſdom 4 David ſpeaks his Experience 
herein, Pſal. xxiii. 2. that he was led into the 


green Paſtures, the Verdure whereof was grate- 


oft 


| . 
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ſoft and gentle Murmurs were Muſic to the 
Ear: And he was not driven through theſe, 


| but made to lie down in the Midſt of theſe De- 
= lights, AS Ifrael, when they encamped at Elm, 


where there were twelve Wellt of Water, and 


| threeſcore and ten Palm-trees, Exod. xv. 27, 


Goſpel-Ordinances, in which we deal much 
in our Way to Heaven, are very agreeable to 


all the Children of God, as theſe green Paſ- 


Itures and ſtill Waters; they call the Sabbath 


2 Delight, and Prayer a Delight, and the Word 
of God a Delight. Theſe are their pleaſant 
Things, Ila. Ixiv. 11. There is a River of Com- 

fort in Goſpel-Ordinances, the Streams wheres 

make glad > City of God, the holy Place of the 
Tabernacles of the Mel High, Pſal, "ht. 4. and 
along the Banks of this River their Ro2d lies. 


—— 


Thoſe, that turn aſide from the Ways of 


foray Commandments are upbraided with the 
Folly of it, as leaving a pleaſant Road for an un- 
pleaſant one, Will a Man, a Traveller, be 
ſuch a Fool as to leave my Fields, which are 
ſmooth and even, for @ Rock that is rugged and 
dangerous, or for the ſnowy Mountains of Le- 
Zanon? Jer. xviii. 14. Marg. Shall the Running 
Waters be forſaken for the flrange cold Waters? 

Thus ate Men Enemies to themſelves, and the 
Fooliſhneſs of Man perverteth his Way. 
Ninthly, It adds to the Pleaſure of a Journey 
to have it fair over Head. Wet and ſtormy 
Weather takes off very much of the Pleaſure of 
A Journey; ; but it is pleaſant travelling when 
the Sky is cigar, and the Air calm and ſerene. 
And this is the * of them that walk in 
un 8 


a 
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Wiſdom's Ways, that all is clear between them 


and Heaven: There ate no Crouds of Guilt to 

interpoſe between them and the Sun of Righ- 
. teouſneſs, and to iatercept his refreſhing. 
Beams; no Storms of Wrath gathering, that 
r ER i 
Our Reconciliation to God, and Acceptance 
with him, makes every Thing pleaſant. How 
can we be melancholy, if Heaven ſmile upon 
us! Being ju/lified by Faith, we have Peace with 
God, Rom. v.. 2. and Peace from God, Peace 
made for us, and Peace ſpoken tous; and then 


we rejoice in Tribulation. Thoſe Travellers | 


cannot but rejoice all the Day, who walk inthe 


© Light of God's Countenance, Plal. Ixxxix. 15. 


Tenthly, It adds likewiſe to the Pleaſure of 
a Journey to be furniſhed with all needful Ac- 
commodations for Travelling. They, that walk 


in the Way of God, have wherewithal to bear | 


their Charges, and it is promiſed them that they 
ſhall want no good Thing, Pal. xxxiv. 10 If 

they have not an Abundance of the Wealth of 

this World, which perhaps will but over-Joad 
à Traveller, and be an Incumbrance rather than 
any Furtherance, yet they have good Bills; ha- 
uing Acceſs by Prayer to the Throne of Grace, 
wherever they are, and a Promiſe that they. 
ſhall receive what they aſk ; Acceſs by Faith to 

the Covenant of Grace, which they may draw 


upon, and draw from an inexhauſtible Treaſu- 


ry. Tehovabjireh, The Lerd will provide. 
Chriſt, our Malchixedec, brings forth Bread and 
Vine, as Gen, xiv. 18. for the Refreſhment of 
the poor Travellers, that they may not faint hy 
h Rr . the 


— 


| ingly. God will give Grace ſufficient to his 
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*the Way, 1 Kings xix. 8. When Elijab had a 
long Journey to go, he was victualled accord- 


People for all their Exerciſes; 2 Cor. xii. 9- 


Strength according to the Day. Verily they ſhall be 
Fed. And, ſince Travellers muſt have Baiting= 
places and Reſting- places, Chriſt has provided 
| Reſt at Noon, Cant. i. 7. in the Heat of the Day, 
for thoſe that are his; and Reſt at Night too: 
Return to thy Ref, O my Soul, © *' © 
|  Eleventhly, It adds Something to the Pleaſure 
of a Journey to fing in the Way; this takes off 
Something of the Fatigue of Travelling, exhi- 
| Iarates the Spirits. Pilgrims uſed it; and God 
has put a Song, @ new Song, in the Mouths of his 
People, P/al. xl. 3. even Praiſes to their God, 
and Comfort to themſelves. He hath given us 
Cauſe to be chearful, and Leave to be chear- 
ful, and Hearts to be chearful, and has made it 
our Duty to rejoice in the Lord always. 
It is promiſed to thoſe, who are brought to 
Praiſe God, dy hearing the Words of his 
Mouth, that they ſhall ing in the Ways of the 
Lord, Pſal. cxxwviii. 5. and good Reaſon, for. 
great is the Glory of the Lord, How pleaſantly 
did the releaſed Captives return to their own 
Country, when they came toith ſinging into Zion! 
IIa. li. 11. And much more Jebsſaphat's vic- 
torious Army, when they came to Jeruſalem, 
with Pſalteries and Harps, to the Houſe of the 
Lord; for, the Lord had made them to rejoice over 
their Enemies, 2 Chron. xx. 28. With this the 
Travellers may revive one another, O come, let 


us fong unto the Lord — — 
. | Twelfthly, 
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- Twelfthly, It helps to make a Journey plea- 


in Wiſdom's Ways may look about them with 
Pleaſure, ſo as no Travellers ever could; for, 
they can call all before them their own, even 
the World, and Life, and Death, andThings pre- 
ſent, and Things to come, in this State, all is yours, 
of you be Cbriſi'ts, 1 Cor. iii. 22. The whale 
Creation is not only at Peace with them, but 
at their Service. „„ 
They can look before them with Pleaſure; 
not with Anxiety and Uncertainty, but a bum= 
ble Aſſurance; not with Terror, but Joy. It 
is pleaſant in a Journey to have a Proſpect of 
the Journey's End; to ſee that the Way we 
are in leads directly to it, and to ſee that it can- 


nearer it, nay, and we are within a few Steps of 
it. We have a Proſpect of being ſhortly with 
Cbriſt in Paradiſe; yet, a little while, and we 
ſhall be at Home, we ſhall be at Reſt, and, 
whatever Difficulties we may meet with in our 
Way, when we come to Heaven all will be 
well, eternally well! 1 


U 


CHAP. 


ſant to have a good Proſpect, The Travellers : 


not be far off; every Step we take is ſo much 


EF 


bn God's war „Job. xxxvi. 2. Something more 
to ſay in Defence of this Truth, againſt that 


| 
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—— — 


CHAP. v. 


n. Dodcirine viadicalel from what may * 
| objected ay 1 


F F ER me a little, (faith Elibu to qeb, n 
and I will hew thee that I have yet to ſpeat. 


which, may ſeem to weaken the Force of it. 
We all ought to concern ourſelves for the V in- 
dication of Godlineſs, and to ſpeak what we 
can for it; for, we know that it is every where 
ſpoken againſt : And there is no Truth ſo plain, 
ſo evident, but there have been thoſe that have 


objected againſt ! it: The Prince of Darkneſs 
will raiſe what M:{ts he can to cloud a Truth, 
that ſtands ſo directly againſt his Intereſt, but 


great is the Truth, and will prevail. 
Now, as to the Truth of the Pleaſantneſs of 
Religion, 288 

Firſt, It is eaſy to confront the Reproaches 


of the Enemies of Religion, that put it into an 
ili Name. There are thoſe who make it their 


Buſineſs, having perverted their own Ways, to 
pervert the right Ways of the Lord, and caſt 
an Odium upon them ; as Elymas the Sorcerer 
did, with Delign to turn away the Deputy from 

— 
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be Faith, AQs xiii. 8, 10. They are like the 
wicked 8 pies, that brought an eval Report up- 
on the promiſed Land, Nan xiii. 32. a$@ 
Land that did eat up the Inhabitants Abereef * 
and neither could ba conquered, nor was 
worth conquering. 
The Sccfeers of the latter Days 95058 ill of 
5 Religion, as a Taſk and a Drudg<ry; they dreſs 
it up in frightfu), formidable, Colours, but ve- 
We Ones, to deter others from Piety, and 
to juſtify themſelves in their owa Impiety. 
They ſuggeſt that Chriſt's Yoke is heavy and 
his Commandments grievous, and that to be 
religious is to bid Adieu to all Pleaſure and 
Delight, and to turn Tormentors to ourſelves ; 
That God is a hard Maſter, reaping where be 
has not ſown, and gathering whers be das not 
firewed, Matt. xxv. 24. 

There were thoſe of old that thus reproach- 
ed the Ways of God and flandered Religion; 
for, they ſaid, It is yain to ſerve Ged, Mal. iii. 
14. there is neither Credit nor Comfort in it, 

and that Profit is it that wwe have kept his Ordi- 
nances, and (obſerve their invidious Deſcription 
of Religion) that we have walked mournfully be- 
fore the ; Js of Hoſts | as it to be religious was 
to walk: mournfully, whereas indeed it is to 
walk chcarfully. 
Now, in Anſwer to theſe Calumnies we CD i 

this to ſay, 1 the Matter is not ſo. They, 
who ſay thus of Religion, bh. Evil of the 
Things which they know nat. 2 Pet ii. 12. while 
what they know naturally as brute Beaſis, in thoſe 
Things tho corrupt themſelves, Jude 10. The 


Devil 
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Devil we know was a Liar from the Beginning, 
and a falſe Accuſer of God and Religion, and 
in this particularly repreſented God to our firſt 
Parents, Gen. iii. 5. as having dealt hardly 
and unjuſtly with them, in forbidding them the 
Tree of Knowledge; as if he envied them the 
F | Happineſs and Pleaſure they would attain to by 
; | theeating of that Tree; and the ſame Method 
{ he fill takes to alienate Mens Minds from the 
| | Life of God and the Power of Godlineſs. 
But we know, and are ſure, that jt is a 
| | groundleſs Imputation; for, Wiſdom's Ways 
> | are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all her Paths 
SE 3 MR CRIT ES 
\ | Secondly, It is eaſy alſo to ſet aſide the Miſ- 
_ repreſentations of Religion, which are made by 
ſome that call themſelves its Friends, and pro- 
feſs Kineneſs for it. As there are Enennes 4 0 
the Lord that blaſpheme, 2 Sam. xili. 14. ſo 
there are among the People of the Lord thoſe 
that give them great Occaſion to do ſo, as 
David did. How many Wounds doth Religion 
receive in the Houſe of her Friends! falſe 
Friends they are, or fooliſh Ones, unworthy to 
de called Wiſdom's Children; for, they do not 
Juſtify her as they ought; but, through Miſtake 
and Indulgence of their own Weakneſs, betray 
her Cauſe inſtead of pleading it and witneſſin 
toit; and confirm Peoples Prejudices —— 
it, which they ſhould endeavour to remove. 
Some that profeſs Religion are moroſe and ». 
ſour in their Profeſſion, peeviſh and ill-hu- 
moured, and make the Exerciſes of Religion a 
Burden, and Taſk, and Terror to themſelves 


and, 


=> 4 EY 3 * 
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: 


and all about them, which ought to ſweeten 
the Spirit, and make it eaſy, and candid, and 
compaſſionate to the Infirmities of the weak | 


- £ 


and feeble of the Flock, - IE 
Others are melancholy and ſorrowful in their 


Profeſſion, and go mour ning from Day to Day 
under prevailing Doubts, and Fears, and Dil. | 

Aauietudes, about their ſpiritual States. Weknow 
ſome of the beſt of God's Servants have expe- 


rienced Trouble of Mind to a great Degtee. 


But, as to the former, it is their Sin; and let 

them bear their own Burden, but let not Reli- 
ion be blamed. fof it; and, as to the latter, 

though there are ſome very good People that 


are of a ſorrowful Spirit, yet, we will abide by 


it, that true Piety has true Pleaſure in it nof- 


withſtanding. 3 
But, (1.) God is ſometimes pleaſed, for wiſe 
and holy Ends, for a Time to ſuſpend the 
Communication of his Comforts to his People, 


and to hide his Face from them, to try their 
Faith, that it may be found to praiſe, and bo- 


nour, and glory, at the appearing of Chriſt, 1 


Pet. i. 6. 7. and ſo much the more for their 


being awhile in Heavinefs through manifold 
Temptaticns. Thus he corrects them for what 


has been done amiſs in them, and takes his 


Courſe to mortify what is amiſs in them; even 


all their Comfort, and teacheth them to live 
entirely upon him. And though for a ſmall 
Moment he thus forſakes them, 1a. liv. 7, 8. it 


Winter Seaſons contribute to the Fruitfulneſs | 
of the Earth. Thus he brings them to a cloſer 
and more humble Dependence on Chriſt ſor 
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is but to magnify his Power ſo much the more 
in ſupporting them, and to make his Returns 
the ſweeter ; for, he will gather them with ever- _ 
- laſting Loving-Kindneſs. Light is ſowa for 
them, and it will come up again. 
([. 2.) This as it is their Affliction, God's 
Hand muſt be acknowledged in it, his righte=- 
ous Hand ; yet there is Sin io it, and that is 
from themſelves : , Good People have not the. 
Comforts they might have in their Religion, 
and whoſe Fault is it? They may thank them- 
ſelves: they run themſelves into the Dark, and 
ſhut their 1 againſt the Light. My Wound: 
flink and are corrupt, faith David, Pſal. xxxviii. 
5. The Wounds of Sin which I gave myſelf 
are unhealed, not bound up, ot mollified with, 
Ointmeat. And why? Is it for Want of Balm 
in Gilead, or a Phyfician there ? No, he owns 
it is becauſe of my Fooliſhneſs, I did not take the 
right Method with them. God ſpeaks Joy and 
| Gladneſs to them, but they turn a deaf Ear 
to it, like Jſrael in Egypt, that hearkened not 
to Moſes for dnguiſh of Spirit and ſore Bondage, 
Exod. vi. 9. But let not the Blame be laid 
upon Religion, which has provided Comfort 
for their Souls, but let them bear the Blame 
whoſe Souls refuſe to be comforted, or who do. 
not take the Way appointed for Comfort ; 
who do not go through with their Repenting 
and Brlieving. David owns the Reaſon why 
he wanted Comfort, and was in Pain, and in 
a Toſs, was becauſe he kept Silence: He was 
not ſo free-with God as he might, and ſhould 
have been.; but when he ſaid, / will confeſs my 
DE Tann | 
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Tranſgreſſion unto the Lord, he was forgiven, and 
all was well, Pſa. xxxii. 3, 4, . 

Tuhoſe do both God and Chriſt, and them-_ 

' ſelves and others, a Deal of Wrong, who 
look upon him, with whom they have to do in 
Religion, as one that ſeeks an Occaſion againſt | 
them, and counts them for his Enemies, and 
is extreme to mark what they think, or ſay, 

or do, amiſs ; whereas he is quite otherwiſe, is 

low to Anger, ſwift to ſhew Mercy, and will- 
ing to make the beſt of thoſe whofe Hearts 
are upright with him, though they are com- 
paſſed about with Infirmity : He will not al- 
ways chide; he doth not deiight in the Death of 
them that die, but would rather they ſhould turn 
and live, Ezek. xxxiii. 11. Nor doth he de- 

light in the Tears of them that weep, doth } 
not afflie? willingly, nor grieve the Children of 
Men, Lam. iii. 33. much leſs his own Chil- 

| dren, but would rather they ſhould be upon 

Grounds comforted. Religion then clears 

itſelf from all Blame, which ſome may take 

Occaſion to caſt upon it, from the uncomfort= 

able Lives which ſome lead that are religious. 
But, Thirdly, it will require ſome more 

Pains to reconcile this Truth of the Pleaſant- 

neſs of religious Ways with that which the 

Word of God itſelf tells us of, the Difficulties 

which the Ways of Religion are attended with. 

+ We value not the Miſapprehenſions of ſome, 

and the Miſrepreſentations of others, concern- 
ing religious Ways; but we are ſure the Word 
of God is of a Piece with itſelf, and doth not 
contradict itſelf, Our Maſter hath taught us 

— | 1 


5 that is in Wiſdom's Ways is intended to be a 
Balance, and it is very much an Qver-balance, 


| pare them : But there are ſome real Difficulties 


live woof WV ik * religious 
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to call the Way to Heaven a#arrow Way, 


692g rechen, an afflited Way, a diſtreſſed W ay; 
and we have in Scripture many Things that 


ſpeak it ſo. And it is true; but that doth not 
contradict this Doctrine, That the Ways of 
Wiſdom are pleaſant: For the. Pleaſant neſs 


to that in them which is any Way diſtaſteful or 
incommodious. As for the ima 1 — 
ties which the Sluggard — of, a Lion in 
the Way, a Lion in the Street, we do not re- 


in it, as well as real Cumforts; for, Gad hath 


fſet the one over- againſi the other, Eceleſ. vii. 14. 
that we might ſtudy to comport with both, 


and might Ang, and: Jong. unto God of both, 
Be. di .. 
We will not, we dare not, make: the Matter 


better than it is, but will allow there is that in 


Religion which at firſt View may ſeem unplea- 
ſant; and yet I doubt not but to ſhew that it is 
reconcileable to and conſiſtent with all that 
Pleaſure which we maintain to be in Religion, 


| and  totake off all Exceptions againſt this 
Doctrine. Amice 


Seripturarum lites, utmam & 
neſtre It were well if we could agree with 
one another as well as Scripture doch with 


There are * Things which Gans not well . 
to conſtſt with this ng and yet it is cer- 


tain they-do. > 


Firſt, it is true, that to be W 3 is s to 


Ways 


. 1 4 
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Ways are N. not withſtanding. It is tre 
we muſt mourn for Sin daily, and reflect with 
Regret upon our manifold Infitmitiea; Sin muſt 
de bitter to us, and we muſt even lothe and 
abhor ourſelves for our Corruptions that dwWell 
in us, and the many actual Tranſgreſhons that | 
are committed by us. We muſt renew our 
Repentance daily, and every Night muſt make 
ſome ſorrowfu] RefleQions upon the Lraagrel- 
ſions of the Day, But then, +». 
1. It is not our walking in the Way of Wit 
Sh that creates us this Sorrow, but our tri- 


fling in that Way, and our turning aſide out 


of it. If we would keep cloſe to theſe Ways, 
and paſs forward in: them as we ought, there 
would be no Occaſion for Repentance. If we 


were as we ſhould be, we ſhould be always 1 


praiſing God, and rejoicing in him; but we 
make other Work for ourſelves: by our own 
Folly, and then complain that Religion is un- 
pleaſant, and whoſe Fault is that? If we wouy 
de always loving and delighting in God, 
would live a Life of Communion with — 
we ſhould have no Occaſion to repent of that; 
but, if we leave the Fountain of living Wa- 
ters, and turn aſide to broken Ciſterns, or the 
Brooks in Summer, and ſee Cauſe (as doubilefs 
5 ſhall) to repeat vf that, we my thank our- 
ves. 
Wanat there; is of Bitterneſs i in 1 


is owing not to our Religion, but to ohr De- 
fects and Defaults in Religion; and it proves 
tterneſs in the Ways of 
ays of Sin which make a 

penitential 


not that there- is 
God, but | in the 


of the Spirit, and the diſchargingof- that wien 
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penitential Sorrow neceſſary for the prevent- | 


ing of a Sorrow a thouſand Times worſe; for 


ſooner or later Sin will have Sorrow. If Re 
pentance be bitter, we muſt not fay this comes 


of being godly, but this comes of being ſinful x 


Jer. iv. 48. hir is thy Wickedneſs becauſe it i, 
bitter, If by Sin we have made Sorrow. ne- 
coeſſary, it is certainly better to mourn no 
than mourn at the lat, Prov. v. 11. To con- 
tinue impenitent, is not to put away Sortow 


from thy Heart, but to put it off to a e 22 


Place. N 5 

2. Even in — ir i it be right, herd - 
is a true Pleaſure, a Pleaſure accompanying it. 
Our Saviour hath ſaid of them who thus mourn, 
Not only that they ſhall be comfarted, but that 
they are bleſſed, Mat. v. 4. 
conſeious to himſelf that he has done an ill 
Thing, and what is unbecoming him and. may 
be hurtful to him, it is incident to him to re- 
| Hentiofit. + Now Religion hath found a Way 
to put a Sweetnels into that Bitterneſs. Re- 
pentance, when it is from under the Iufluence 
of Religion, is Nothing but Bitterneſs and Hor- 
ror, us Faday's was; but Repentance, as it is 
made an Act of Religion, as it is one of the 
Laws of Chriſt, is pleaſant, as it is the taiſing 


is fo noxious and offenſive. 

Our Religion bas not only taken Care; Wat | 
Nn bo not overwhelmed with an Exc uf 
Sorrow, 2 'Cor, ii. 7. and ſwallowed.up by at ; 
that their Sorrow do not, work Death, as the 
Sorrow of the World doth; but it has provi- 


F 2 5 Led, 


4 $ 
f 


When a Man is 


N ded, that even this bitter Cup ſhould be ſweet· 
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| ned; ; and therefore we find that, under the 
Law; the Sacrifices. of Sin.were commonly at- 
tended with Expreflions of Joy: And, while | 
the Priefts were :/prinkling the Bont of the Sa- 
crifices to re 2 Chr. xxix. 24, 25» 


tze Levites attended with Pſalteriez and Harps ;, 


for, ſo was' the Commandment of the Lord by the 
Prophets. Even the Day 10 act the Soul. is 
the Day of, Atonement ; 1 when we receive the 
Atonement, we joy in God through our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, Rom. v. i. In giving Conſent to the 
Atonement, we take r end the Abe 
ment. Ages 
In forrowing for: the Death. of. ſome; hy 1 
Friend or Relation, thus far we have found a 
Pleaſure in it, that it hath given Vent to ou 
Grief which our Spirits were full of; ſo, in Sor - 
row for Sin, the ſhedding of juſt Tears is ſome 
Satisfaction to us. If it is a Pleaſure to be an- 


gry, when a Man thinks, with Fonab, be dath 


well tobe angry, much more is it a Pleaſure to 
be ſorry, when a Man is ſure he doth well to 
be ſorry. The ſame Word, in the Hebrew, 
ſignifies both conſalari and pœnitere, both to 
comfort and to repent, becauſe m is Comfort 
in true Repentance. '- 
Much more, after ee de is a 
a Pleafure attending it, and flowing from it. It 
is a Way of Pleaſantneſs; for, it is the Way to 
'Pleaſantneſs. To them that mourn in Zion, 
that Sorrow after a godly Sort, God hath ap- 
pointed — for An and the Oil of Foy for 
Aan. 


j 
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| Mourning, Iſa. Ixi, 3. And, the more the Soul 
is humbled under the Senſe of Sin, che more 
ſeoſible will the Comfort of Pardon be; it is 
wountded'in Order to be healed : The Jubilee 
Trumpet ſounded in the Cloſe of the Day of 
Seul-Affliction, Lev. xxv. 9. which proclaimed 
the acceptable Tear of the Lord, the Year of 
Releaſe; and an acceptable Year. it is indeed, 
to thbſe who find themſelves tied and bound 


with the Cords of their Sins. 


True Penitents go weeping, it is true, but 


it is to ſecb the Lord of Hoſts, Jer. I. 4, 5. to 1 


| ſee} him as their God, and to enter into Co- 
venanr With him: And let their Hearts reſcice 
that ſect the Lurd, Pai cv. 3. for, they thall 


find him, and find him their bountiful Re=- if 


 Wwarder, They ſorrow not as thoſe that have 
no Hope, but good Hope that their Iniquities 
are forgiven; and what Joy can be greater than 
that of a Pardon to one condemned? 
Secondly, It is true, that to be religious Is 
to take Care, and take Pains, and to labour 
rarneſily, Luke xiit. 25. and yet-Wiſdom's | 
Ways are Ways of Pleaſantneſs. It is true ws 
muſt ſttive to enter into this Way, muſt be in 


an Agony, ſo the Word is. There is a Vice 


lence d hich' the Kingdom of Heaven ſuffers, and 
the Viblent take it hy Force, Mat. xi. 12. And, 
when we ate in that Way, we muſt run with 
Patience, Heß. xiiſ 1. The Bread of Life is to 

be eaten in the Seat of your Face; we muſt 
be always ' upon' our Guard, and keep our 
Hearts with all Diligence. Buſineſs for God 
and our Souls is What we ate not, allowed 


-T 3 1 


1 
£ 


CO EE TEES _———— 7 — 22 — — ” 


126 The PLEASURE of 
to be lochful in, but fervent in Spirit, ſerving 

the Lord, Nom. xi. 11. We are Soldiers of 
Feſus Corift, and we muſt endure Hardneſs, muſt 
war the good Nai. till it be 9 


2 Tim. ii. 3-. 


And yet even in this Contentſon there By 
Comfort. It is Work indeed, and Work that 


requires Care; and yet it will appear to be 
pleaſant Work, if we conſider how we are en- 
abled for it, and encouraged in it, 


1. How weare enabled for it, and Rirength- 1 


ened with Strength in our Souls to go on in it, 


and go through with it. It would be unplea- 
ſart, and would go on very heavily, if we 
were left to ourſelves, to travel. in our own 


Strength; but, if we be acted and animated in 


it by a better Spirit and mightier Power than 
our own, it is pleaſant, If God word inus | 
Bath to will and to do of his own good Pleaſure, 


Phil. ii. 12, 13. we ſhall have no Reaſon to 


complain of the Difficulty of our Work; for, 
Jod ordains Peace for us, true Peace and Plea- 
ſure, by working all our Wars i in 15 Ia. xxvii, 


2. 
We may Gog at our Work, if our Minds be 


by the Spit of God brought 10 it, our Hands 


Arengrhened for it, and our Infirmities helped, 
Rom viii, 20. and particularly our Infirmities 
ia Prayer; that bs it we miy ferch in Strength 


for every Service, S:rengtn :accagding to the 
Day. Paniel at firft touna G 


tone like the Appearance of a Man came and t1uch- 
ed bim, (who could be no other but Chriſt the 


1 4 Media or,) 


od's ſpeaking to 
him a Lerror, he could not bear it; dut, when 
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Mediator,) and put Strength into him, ſaving, | 
Peace be unto thee, be ſtrong, yea, be Hrong; it was 1 

quite another I hing with him, then Nothing 
more pleaſant: Lot my Lord ſpeak, for thou haft 
 frengthened me, Dan. x 17, 18, 19. - 
Though the Way to Heaven be up tim, yer, 
if we be carried on in it as upon Eagles Wings, ; 
it will be pleaſant; and thoſe are fo that wait 
upon the Lo. d; for, to them it is promiſed they 
| ſhall renew their ftrength. That is pleaſant. 
Work, though againſt the Grain toour corrupt 
Natures; fot the doing of which we have not 
dnly a new Nature given us, inelining us to 
it, and making us haditually capable of Ap- 
plication to it, but actual Supplies of Grate, 
| ſufficient for the doing of it, promiſed us, 2 
Cor. xii. g, 10. by one who knows what 
Strength. we need, and what will ſerve, ard 
will neither be unkind to us, nor unfaithful to 
dis own Wood. And it is obſervable, that when 
God, — he esſed not Paul of the Thorn 
in the Fieſh, yet ſaid that good Word: to him, | 
Ay Grace is ſn fficiem for thee, immediately. it 
follows, Fneretore I take Pleaſure i in «nfir mitien f 
in Reproaches, in Diſtreſſes, for Cbriſſ's Sake, for, 
"when I am weak, then am I ſtrong. Sufficient 


— Grace will make our Work * even the 
bar deſt Part of it. 8 
2. How we are n in it. Ir is true, 
we muſt take Pains, -but the Work is 
Work, and it is to bedon>, and is done by all 
tne Saints from a Principle of holy Love. and 
that makes it pleaſant, 1 John v. 3. as Jatab's 
tee for en was to him, becauſe he loved 


E44. e hers 
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pt. | . ba, | 
her. It is an unſpeakable Comfort to induſtri- 1 
ous Chriſtians, that they are working together | _ 


with God, and he with them; that their Maſ- A 
ter's Eye is upon them, and a Witneſs to their 
Sincerity: he-fees in ſecret, and will remard 
_ openly, Mat. vi, 6. God now accepteth their 
MWorts, ſmiles upon them, and his Spirit ſpeaks 
to them good Mordt and comfortable Words, 
Zech. i. 13. witneſſeth to their Adoption, And 
this is very encouraging to God's Servants, as 
it was to the Servants of Boaz, to have their 
Maſter come to chem, when they were hard at 
Work, reaping. down his own Fields, and with 
q; pleaſant Countenance ſay to them, The Lord 
De with you, Ruth ji 4. Nay the Spirit faith 
mote to God's Labourers, The Lord is with you, 
| 5The Proſpeft of the Recampence of Rewards 
zs in a ſpecial Manner encouraging to us in our 
Work, and makes it pleaſant, and the little 
Difficulties we meet with in it to be as Nothing. 
Itriwas by having an Eye to this, that Moſes 
was encoutaged hof only: to bear the Repreach 
briſi, but to gſleem it greater Riches than the 
Treaſures of Egypt, Heb. xi. 26. In all Labeur 
there is Profit; and, if ſo, there is Pleaſure alſo: 
in the Proſpect of that Rrofit, and-ggcording to 
the Degree of it. We muſt work, bat ĩt is to 
work out our Salvation, a great Salvation, 
which, when it comes, will abundantly make 
us Amends for all pur Toil. We muſt ſtrive, 
but it is, to enter into Life, eternal Life. We 
muſt tun, but it is for an incorruptible Crown, 
the Prize of our higb Calling. And we do not 
uu at an Uncertainty nor fight as thoſe _—_ 
_ beat 
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beat the Air; for: to him that ſows Righteouſnejs 
there is a ſure Reward, Prov. xi. 18. and the 


deed · time 
: Thirdly,-it it true, that to be religious is 


to deny ourſelves in many Things that are pleas 


| king. to Senſe: and yet-Wiſdom's Ways are 
Pieaſantneſs for all that. It is indeed — 


hat beloved Luſts ſhould be mortified and ſubs 
r corrupt i Appetites eroſſed and difpleaſedz 

aut 

Fa rigbi Hand, Mati 


which, te u natural Man, is like plurting 
a right Eye; and cating 
v. 29, Thete ate forbidden: Pleaſurts that 
muſt be abandoned, and. kępt at 


Proviſin made to fulfit the Lufts of it, Rom: 
Kii. 14. but on the contrary we muſt lech un- 
ier the Body and bring it into Subjeftion, 1 Cor. 


= 27. we nuſtcrcify the Fleſh, muſt kill it;. 


and put it to a painful Death. The firſt Leſ< 


to deny ourſelves, Mat. xvi. 24. and this muſt 
be our conſtant Practice; we muſt uſe ourſelves 
oy eb and thus take up our Croſs 
1 
Non wil vin not this 

a religiou 
Pleafures of Senſe, which we are to deny our» 


ſelves in, are Ry: n and 


really dangerous. 


1. Theſe Pleaſùres, we we-to deny ourſelves 0 


in, are comparatively deſpicable: How much 
ſoever they are valued and eſteemed by thoſe 


who live by-Seaſs-and know no better, they 


F 5 


Aſſurance of that Harveſt will make even the 
pleaſant. „0 


rr "i 
I 
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at Diſtance 
from: The Fleſh muſt not abe gratified, nor 


— we are to learn in the School of Chriſt is 


ſpoil all the Pleaſures of 
s Life? No, it will not: for, the 
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dre looked upon with a generous Contempt by 


more rational, and, noble, and. d gfeeable, the 


thoſe who live: by Faith, ang are acquainted 

with: divine and ſpiritual pleacures. And it is 
no Pain to deny ourſelves ig theſe Pleaſures, 
when we know. ourſelves entithed to: better, 


Demet the bleſſed Spirite abqye. 
The Garlit and Onions of Egypt were doated 5 
upon by thofe who khew” bot how. to valus 
either the Auna of the V ildingof ths 
ilk and Honey of Canaan, Numb xi. 80 
th / baſe · and ſordid Pieaſurss, of Senſe are re: 
liſhed: by the: Jeprixed and vicious Appetites of 
the arcatMing:-#u but, when a Man has learn- 
ed to put a due Eftimate upon Spiritual Plea- 


1 ſiures, thoſe that are ſehſual have loſt all their 


Sueetneſs, and ate become the moſt inſipid 
Things, in the World, bzve no Pleaſute in 
them, in Compatiſon with. that far Healer 
Pleaſure which excelleth. - - 
Is it any Biminution to the Pleaſure of 2 

grown Man, to deny himſelf the Toys' and 
| 555 rts which he wis fond of when he was a 
Child? No, when be became a Man, he put 
away thoſe childiſn Things; he is now paſt 
them, he is above them; for, he is acquainted 
with thoſe Entertainments that are manly and 
more generous..: Thus mean and little do the 
Pleaſutes of Senſe appear to thoſe that have 
learned to delight themſelves iu the Lord. K 
40. They pa. "really dangerous, they are apt 
to take away the Heart. If the Heart, be ſet 
upen them, they.blind the Mind, debauch the 
— and Conſcience, - and in ma 
| quenc 
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quench the Sparks of Conviction, and of that 
holy Fire which comes from Heaven and tends 
to Heaven. They are in Danger of Drawing 
away the Heart from God, and, the more they 
are Walued and coveted, the more dangerous 
they are of piercing us through with many 
_ Sorrows, apd of drowaing usdin Deſtruction 

and Perditiof Toe deny ourſclves in tbem; is 
but to avoid a Rock, :ypon wich Multitudes 
.bave' fatal! ſplit thetdſetves. no 5 8 
What Biminu'ion is it to the Pleaſure bfra 
ſafe and Happy Way ow ſure Crournd, which 
will certiaty bring us toour Jautneys Eud, % 
deny ourſelwes- the ſafe ancpretended Satisfag- 
tiof of wa ing ig a faitzibut dumgeroùs, Way, 


- that leads to Meſtru iaa Is itnot much plck- 


fanter Travelhng on a cbugthrPavement thaacon 
a ſm̃ooth Quickſand? Where there is a kno&n 
Peril, there cau be. nary Pleafurey ad 

therefore the W .nt of it is na Eols or weng . 

: What Pleaſure can à wiſtar conſiderate Man 
take in (thoſe Entertainment, in which. be has 
continua Reaſon to ſuſpeci· a Snare and a He- 
- fign upon ihim, any mate chan he that was A 
Feaſt could rx liſh the Nainties of it, ; whey ; 
was ware a naked Swerd banging dir 


< overchim:by a ſingle Thread? Th- Fasliſs Mo- 
Dan. imlertz balls the: ffolen gers ſweet, and . 


Bread, anni ſeiret, pleaſant, Pror- v. 118. 

But; thafet find u Difficulty or VU neafinets; in 
den ying them, who nem that the Dead are there, 

- and her Gueſts are already in tbe Depybs of Hell. 

© fome Reluctancy in Fan, org en 
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Dieafures, mwaetiy- ſay of it as: Abe &a of 

David*sdenying himſelf the Satisfaction of being 
revenged en Afterwards this ſhall be no 

Grief unto a, nor Offenceaf Heart, Sam. xv. 31. 

Fourthly, it is true that through" many Tribu- 


ein ad "muſt enter into the . ares F Cod, 


Acts iv. 22. That we muſt got unly deny 
ourſelueb the Pleaſures of SenſF{ but muſt ſome- 
times expoſe ourſelves, to its, Pains; We muſt 
take up our Qrots uhen it lies inour Way and 
bear it after Chriſt. We are toldg that All that 
wilt liveGadly in Chriſt Jeſus muſt ſafer Pe- 
fecutior, at heaſ: they muſt — and get rea- 
dy for- it; Bondsvend Afflictions abide them, 
-Loffes in their Eſfatrgg Baulks in their Prefer- 
"ment, ane Baniſhments, 
Deaths my$ be-calvited upon; and wilt not 
I is ſpoil tbe Pleafure:of CNY No, i it will 
ng) — For, Hoden: 
17 lt is bet Tizht Aﬀfition at the worſt, that 
5 EE Called out vo ſuffer, and but fer a Ho- 
ent, compared with the far more 7xceeding and 
ber nal Weight of-Glory "that is r.{erved: for us, 
*'5 Corr iv. 17. "with: ich the duſfaringt uf this 
een are wit be compared; Rom. 
"avlis. 18, All theſ@ Troubles: do Vat: touch the 
Body, the vutward Man, and the Iutereſts of 
thats Jy 4 not at all aſſect the Soul; they 


o bruife e Ketnehs: 
x 1 ave and cou 


rapeous Soldier taks 
F Toils and Perils of the Camp, 


jebpakdling dis Life in the high Places of 
Field, in the èngur rea of Honour, and 


in 


5 15 


H or pluck: we ann, but do 1 


in the Service of his Prince qndCountiy ? And 
ſhall not thoſe who have the Intereſt of Chriſt's 
Kingdem near their Hearts,. and are carried on 
by a holy Ambition of the Honpur that comes 
from God, take a Delight in ſuffering for. 
Cbriſt, when they know that thoſe Sufferings 
| Jen to hi Hencur, and them-own hereafter? 
They that are per ſecutẽd for Righteouſneſs Sate, 
that are reuiled and have all Manner. of Evil 
faid againſt them; falſely, becauſe they belong to 
_ Chriſt, are bidden not only tõ bear it patiently, 
but to rejoige jp it, and to be exceeding glad; for, 
great is To Reward in Heaven Matt. v. Ii; 1. 7} 
every Reproach we endure for Chriſt will be a 


b 

| 

1 
F 

ö 

ö 


Pearl in our Go/˖a ort). 
2. As thoſe A ictions abound for Chriſt, fo 
dur Canſolations in Chriſt ſo much more abound, 12 
Cor. 1. 4, 5. the more the Waters encreaſed, 
the higher was the Ark (lifted up: The mote 
. we o 455 God's Cauſe, the more we partake 
. of hinGoaorts for, he will not be wanting 
to thoſe Whom he calls out to any Hardſhips = 
more than ordinary for his Name's Sake. The | 
Lord was with Joſeph in the Priſon, when he 
lay there for a good Conicience : And thoſe 
went from the Council rejoicing that were 
counted worthy to ſuffer for Chriſt's Name; 
þ 5 y were honoured to be diſhonoured for him, 
v. 41. « 4+ 55 66" VE : b 2 
DS "hy the extraordinary Sapports and Joys 
which they experience, that patiently ſuffer for 
| Righteouſneſs Sake, add much more to the 
13 Pleaſantneſs of the Ways of Wiſdom than 
te Sufferings themſelves do, or can, dero- 
I gate 


— 4 


-Ixxiii. 28. an then only we hear Aae 


and know them for ourſelves. 
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gate from it; 5 for, t the ſufferings are human, but 


HheConfolations gredivine, AI dey ſuffer in the 
Pleſh, but chey ref6ic e in th- Spirit,” Prey fubt- 
ferfor 4 Time, l but Mey rejoice evermorez' and 
this theic 720 no wan taketh. Aron Thane 0 9 
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is chr y true, 1 " therefore”. we 17 
conclude as he doth, Hear i it, and know. thou it 
for thy Good; know thou it for thyſeff; fo the 
- Margin reads i it.; apply it to thyſelf, Kehere? it 
concerning thyſelf, not only that it ic but 
-that it is good for me to draw near to | al. 


kao them for our Good, when we hear ther 5 


Three Inferences, by way of Counfel and 
Ex hortation, we ſhall draw from this Doctrine. | 
Firſt, Let us all then be perſuaded and pre- 
' vailed with to enter into and to walk in theſe 
Paths of Wiſdom, that are ſo very pleaſant : 
This is what J principally intended in opening 


and Paving this Truth; moſt Pebplc would ra- 


ther 
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ther be courted than threatened to their Duty. 
Much. might be ſaid to fri; zhten you out of the 
Ways of Sim and Folly,” bot T wapld Rope to 
gain the fame Point another Way 5 by Aluting | 
_ into the "Ways of \ Wiſdom and Hohnefs. 
| Nie comes to ia ite you to a Feaſt, which the 
Lord of Helis bath, in the Goſpe , mide to 21, N- 
tions, Iſa- XXV. WY to all i 19 i the Natign, an 
 .to you among e Reſt; for, höne Are excludes 
„ .do not by. their Uabelief extlude' them 
ſelves, a Feat fat Things, full of, arrow, of 
Wines on the Lees well refined ;_ tights for 
Saule infinitely, tranſcending the Delicacies of 
«Senſe; Qu Are welcome to this F eaſt; ; come, 
for all. Things are now ready: ome, eat of 


Wi dom” Bread, and drink of 2 ine . he : | 


has min lea... Wee 5 ix. 3 

Ie a Life of Religion. fuch 2 ſweet 120 com- 
T GED Life, why then ſhould not we bee. 
Jigious ? If ſuch as theſe be the Ways of 'Wif- 
"dom, why ſhould not we be Travellers in 
theſe Ways? Let this recommend to us A Lite 
of ſincere and ſerious Godlineſs, and engage 
us to conform to all its Rules, and give up 
ourſelves to be ruled by them. Jt is not 
enough to have a good Opiding of Religion, 
_and. to give it a fot Word, that will be dut a 
itneſs N us, if we do not ſet our. 
ſelves in good Earneft to the Practice of it, and 
make Conſcience of liviog up to it. 

I would here, with a particular and' pr 
Importunity, addreſs myſelf to you that are 
e to perſuade you, now in the Days of 
TA outh, now in the eres to make 


1 
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Religion your r Obies and your Buſinefs, and 
Laſſure 700% 1 17900 you will find it Jour 
. Delight. od, by his: Grace, conivIqce you of 
|| the,reat Comforts: chat are to Pe had in real 
By Gadlineſs, that you may be drawn chearfully 
1 0 Chriſt with theſe Cords 'of 2 Man, and held 
faft ig him with theſe Bands ohe. "My Son, 
i(faith Selmon to his little Scho ar, Prov. N | 
13, 14.) et thou. Honey becauſe it is gedd, und the 
Honey: Cem which is fübel to # YT He doth 
not forbid him the Delights of Senſe, he may 
. uſe them ſoberly and in6Jcrately, and with due 
Caution; but remember that, S ſhall the Rnotv- 
1 "ledge of IVikdom be to thy Soul, when thou haft 
a 814 A hou haſt derter Pleaſures than _ 


> AE i” x7. 


de A ge E Youth i is "ih * of (baue! 
you think you may now be allowed to take 
- yourPleafure; oh! that you would take it, and 
ſeek it there where alone it is to be had, and 
that is in a ſtrict Obſervance of the Laws df 


1 fant Life, begin betimes to live a religious 
Life, and the ſooner you begin the more plea- 
ſant it will be; it is beſt Travelling in a Mor- 
ning. Would you rejoice, O young People, 
in your Youth, and have your Hearts to chear 
-you in the Days of your Youth, Lecl. xi. 9. do 
not walk inthe Nye, your cortupt and carnal 
. 


Virtue and Godlineſs. Would you live a plea» | 
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Hearts, but in the Ways of God's Command» 
ments, for he knows what is good for you 
better than you do yourſelves; for, the Eyes ara 
apt to fly pon that which is nat. Do not walk 
in the Sight of your Eyes, Prov. xxiii. 5. but live 
by Faith; that Faith, which, being the Subſtance 
of Things hoped for, and the Evidence of Things 
not ſeen, will lead you to that which is; for, Wiſ- 
dom makes thoſe that love her to inherit Subſtance, 
And fills their Treaſures, Prov. viii. 21. and 
thence ariſeth their true Satisfaction. 
That which I would perſuade you to, is to 
walk in the Way of Wiſdom, to be ſober» 
minded, to be thoughtful about your Souls ang 
your everlaſting State, and. get your Minds well 
principled, and well affected, and well inclir 


| ned; Miſum is the principal Things thtrefore.get 


Wiſdom, and, with all thy Gettings, get Under» 


Landing, Prov, iv. 7. That which 1 would 


1 you with is the Pleaſantheſs: of this 
Way; you cannot do better for yougſelves than 
by a religious Courſe of Life. My Son, if thy 

Heart be wiſe,. my Heart ſhall rejeice, even min, 
Prov. xxiii;-15, 16. yea, my Reins ſball rejoice, 


if thy Libe, out of the Abundance. of thing 


Heart, /peak raght Things : But that is: not all, 
* Art oy Heart ſhall. rejoice, but thy own 
all, 3 | 2 1 E $4 
I wiſh'you would ſee, and ſeriouſſyconſider, 
| the two Rivals that are making, Court to yoy 
for your Souls, for your beſt Affections, Chrift 
and Satan; and act wiſely in diſpoſing of your 
ſelves, and. make ſuch a Choice as you will af; 
terwards reflect upon with Comfort. Vou are 
now 
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now at the turning Time of Life: Turn right 
now, and you are made for ever, - Wiſdom 


faith, Prov. ix. 4, 16. hehe i: finipls, let him 
turn in to me, and ſhe will cute him of bis 
5 Simpficity: : Folly ſaich, Whejo is ſimple, let him 


turn in to me, and ſhe will take Advantage 


of his Simplicity. Now let him come whoſe 
Right your Hearts are, and give them bim, 


ns you ſhall have them again more r your 


on. 


- That you may dterwine well between theſe 


two Competitors, for the Throne! in your Souls, : 
* Firſt; See the Folly*of earn al, finful, Plea. 
ares, ae 'abafidon' them: You will never be 
1 the Pleaſures of Religion, till you 


e perſuaded to fall out with forbidden Plea- 


_ fures. ' The Enjoyment of the Delights of 
Beriſe ſuits beſt with that Age z. the Appetite | 


towards thetu is then moſt violent z Mirth, 


Plays, Dain ies, are the Idols of yourg 
People; they are therefore called you:hfu. Lufts, 
Ecel x!i. 1. the Days will come, the evil Days, 


when they themſelves will ſay they. have no 


Pleaſure in them, like Barzillat, 2 Sam. xix. 35. 
ayho, When he is old, can nd more reliſh what 


He eats, and what he drink: : Oh ! chat. Reaſ6n 
and Wiſdom and Grace might make _ you--as 
Head to them now, as Time and Days” will 


make you after a While | 


Will you believe one that tr och the 3 
of wheat: = Pleaſures of Senſe could do towards 


Sorrow bees then 


(ES? - 
1 
% 


making a Man happy ? He ſaid of Laupbter, it 
is: mad, aud af Mirth, what- doth it? and that 

Langhtery — u. 2, 3. We 
| Moſes 
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Moſes knew what the Pleaſures af the; Court 
. Were, and yet choſe rather to ſuffer Afﬀiretion 
tvith the People of God than to continue in the 
Snare of them, Heb. xi. 25. and vou. muſt 
make the ſame Choice z for, you will never cor. 
dially embrace the Pleaſures of Religion, till 
you have renounced the. Pleaſures. of din: Co- 
1 venant againſt chem, therefore, and watch a- 
gainſt them. 
If you would boa, = in the Way 0} Un- 


| derflanding, you muſt-. for ſake the Poliſh, cov. 
| Ix, 6. take Heed of the both, of the evi = 
Man and of the ſtrange Same : Avoid it, 
paſs not by it, turn from it and paſs. away, Prov, 
Ai, 12, 16. Look upon finfutPleaſures. as mean 
Aud much below you.; look upon them as vile, 


and much againſt you; and de not only deſpiſe 


them, but dread them, and bate even the Gar- 
ments ſpotted with the Fleſhs - 
Secondly, Be convinced of the,Pleaſure of - 
Wiſdon! s Ways, and come and try them. Vun 
are, it may be, prejudiced againſt Religion as 
a melancholy” T bing; but as Philip ſaid to Na- 
thaniel, John i. 46. Come and /ee.... Believe it 
poſſible that wo may be a'Pleaſure in Reli 
„Which you hape, not. yet. thought; of. 
| Tikes Religion is lapked upon at. Diſtance, 
we. ſce-not, that Pleaſure in it, which we ſhatl 
"certainly had. when we come to be better ap- 
quainted with i it. Peter Aar yr, in a Sei mon, 
illuſtrated this by his. Campaciſ n, (and it pro- 
ved a Means of the Converfion of the Marggis 
of Leco :) He that looks upon Perſons PR 


. 


* 
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at a Diftance, would thinkthey were mad; but 
let him come nearer, and obſerve how they 
take every Step by Rule, and keep Time with 
the Muſic, be will not only be pleaſe with 1 it, 
but incl ined to join with hem 
| Come, and take Cbriſtes Yoke upon you, and 
| you will find it eaſy; try the Pleuſure there 
is in the Knowledge of God and Jeſus Chriſt, | 
and in Converſe with Spiritual and Eternal 
Things; try the Pleaſure” of Setiouſgeſs and 
Self- deals, and you will find it far exceeds | 
chat of Vanity and Self indulgence, - Try che 
Pleaſure of Meditation on the Word f God, 
of Prayer and Praiſe, and Sabbath. Sudctifica- 


ion; auch 9772 Wilk think you have made a hap- 
Py Change 


Mirth fer these rue Delights. * 2 5 
Make this Trral by theſe four Rules. 
1. That Man's chief End is to glorify God 
and enjoy him. Our Pleaſures will be ac cord 
ing to that which we pitch upon and Purſue as 
ur chief End; if we can miſtake ſo far as td 
think it is pur chief End to enjoy the World 
And the Fleſh, and our chief Buſineſs to ſerve 
Them "'the:Deligtits of Senſe: will reliſh beft 
Withebs: But, if the World was made for Man, 
eertainly Man was made for more khan the 
World: And, if God made Man, certainly he 
Made him for himſelf; God is then our Chief 


yy and our Happineſs to de accepted of | 
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of che Pleaſure: of vai and czrnal | 


» It is our Rufineſs to ſerve and pleaſe | 


we have Reaſon to think will be pleaſing to 
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jig if ſo, and we believe ſo, Nothing will - 
be a g 


greater Pleaſure to us than that Which 


him. If we do, indeed, look upon God 


our chief Good, we ſhall make him our 1917 5 f 


oy,- our exceeding Joy, Pſal. xciii. 4. if we con- 
lider that we were made capable of the Plea- 


ſure of converſing with God in this World, 
and ſeeing him and enjoying bim in another; 
we cannot but think that we.wretchedly diſ- 
parage ourſelves, when we take up with the 
mean and ſordid Pleaſures of Senſe as our Fe- 
 licity, eſpecially if we, forego all ſpiritual and 
eternal Pleaſures for them; as certainly, we 


do, and give up all our Expectations of them, 


it we place our Happineſs in theſe preſent De- 
lights; and we are guilty of 2 greater Abſurdity 
than that which profane yo} ae th 


Who, for a Meſs of Pottage, ſold bis Birthright, 


D e TS Likes 
2. That the Soul is the Man, and that is 


beſt for us, that is beſt for our Souls. ,. Learn 


to think meanly of this Fleſh, by which we 


are allied to the Earth and the inferiot Crea- 
tures ;. it is formed out of the Duſt, it is Duſt, 


and it is haſtening to the Duft J and then the 
Things that gratify it will not be mucheſteemed 
Aas of any great Moment; Med for the Bel, 
and the Belly for Meats, but G. 

| bath it and them; and therefore let us not make 
Idols of them. „ 

But the Soul is tl 
which we are allied to Heaven, and the World 
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-E Spirits; thaſe Comforts, therefore, which 
delight the Soul, are the Comforts we ſhould 
ng pine moſt, and give the Preference to, for the 


aul's Sake. Rational . are the beſt | | 


for a Man, 8 


3. That the g grea ft Foy ts that which 4 2 


Itranger dath not inter medale tot th, Prov. XiV, 


fo. The beſt Pleaſure is that which lies not 


under the Eye and Obſervation of the World, 


but which a Man has and hides in his own 
Boſom ; and by which he enjoys himfelf, and 
keeps not only à peaceable but a comfortable 


Poſſeſſion of his own Soul, though he doth not 


by Laughter or other Expreſſions of. Joy, tell 


1 ws che Satisfaction he has. Chriſt- had A.at 


to eat, which the World knew not of, John iv. 32. 


and fo have Chriſtians, to whom he is the I 


Bread of Life. 
4. That all is \well thit ends everlaſtingly : 


* That Pleaſure ought to have the Pre- 


ference, which is of the longeſt Cortinuance, 


The Pleaſures of , Senſe are withering and 
fading, and leave a Sting behind them to thoſe 


that place their Happineſs in them : But the 
Pleaſures, of Reli gion will abide with us: In 


the/e is Continuanc e, Ifa. Ixiv. 5. they will not 
Mid. nor change with the 


8 Weather, but are Meat which endurcth to euer- 
hifling Life. © 
Recken that the beſt Pleaſure which. will re- 
main with you, and ſtand you in Stead when 
you come to die; which will help to take off 
_the Terror of Death, and allay its Pains. The 
| Remem- 
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Remembrance of ſinful Pleaſutes will give us 


killing Terrers, but the Remembrance of reli 


gious Pleaſures will give us living Comforts in 
dying Moments. They that live over Belſban- 
zar Revels may expect to receive the Summons 
of Death, wich the ſame Confuſion that he did, 
when the Joints of bis Loins 1were looſed, and his 
| Knees ſmote one again another, Dan. v. 6. but 
they that Hue over Hexeliab's Devotions may 
receive them with the ſame Compoſure that he 
did, when, with a great Deal of Satisfaction, 
be looked back upon a well-ſpent Life: Naw, 
Ford, remember baw 1 have walked before Thee in 
Truth, and with an upright Heart, Iſa. xxxvi. 3. 
4 .- Secondly, Let us, that profeſs Religion, 
ſtudy to make it more and more pleaſant to 
 qurſelv:zs, We ſee how much is done to make 
it ſo; let us not receive the Grace of God Verain 
in vain, Let them, that walk in Wiſdom's 
Ways, taſte the Sweetneſs of them, and reliſh 
it. : Chrift's Service is perfect Freedom; let us 
not-make a Drudgery of it, nor a Toil of ſuch 
a Pleaſure. . We ſhould not only be reconciled 
to our Duty, as we ought to be to our greateſt 
Afflictions, and to make the deſt of it, but we 
ſhould rejoice in our Duty, and ſing at our 
Work, If God intended that his Service 
ſhould be a Pleaſure to his Servants, let them 
coricur.:with: bim therein, and not walk con- 
trary to him. % by TEIPES © 92+ 0 Of LEH ap 44 * 
Nor; in. Order toi the making of qur Religion 
pledſunt to- us, more and · more fag I ſhzll give 
en Directions. £7 
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1. Let 
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Let us Always keep up good Thoughts of 


Gol,and carefully watch againſt hard Thoughts 
of him. As it is the original Error of many 


that ate looſe and careleſs in Religion, - that 


they think God altogether ſuch an one as themſelves, 


Pſal, I. 21. as 3 a Friend to Sin as them 


| (elves, and as indifferent whether his Work be 


done or not; ſo it is the Error of many that 
are ſevere in their Religion, that they think 


God like themſelves, - a hard Maſter: They 
. have ſuch Thoughts of him as Fob had in an 
Hour of Temptation, when he looked upon 


God as ſeeking Occaſions againſt him, numberi ng 


Bis Steps, and watching over his Sins, and {ating 


him for his Enemy, Job xiii. 24. and xiv. 16. 
As if he were extreme t0-mark Iniquties, and 
implacable to- thoſs-that-had offended, and not 
accepting any Service that had in it the leaſt 


Defekt or Imperfection. 


But the Matter is not ſo, W we do boch 
God and ourſelves a great deal of Wrong, if 
we imagine it to be fo; what could have been 
done more than God has done, to convince 
us that he is gracious and merciful, flow to An- 


ger, and ready to forgive Sin, when it is re- 


pented of? I ſaid ] will confeſs my Iniquity unis 
"thee, and thou forgaveſt, Pſal. xxxii. 5. and as 


ready to accept the Services that come from 


an upright Heart, He will not. akwdys chide, 


nor contend Jer. ever. DO far a 3s. he —— 


that and overlooks the Weakneſs of the Fleth. 


i. Let 


9 
9 REIioibus. 4455 
Let us deal with. him accordingly. Look upon 7 
Godlas Love, and the Gd of Love; and then”. 
it will be pleaſant to us to. hear from him; to. 
ſpeak to him, to converſe with bim, and to dq | 
Ie is true, God is great, and ee ws * 
jealous, and ta be worſhipped with. Reverence 
and holy Feat: But is. he not our Father? a 
tender graeĩous Father? Have we not an Ad- 
vocate with the Father? Was not God id Cheift, "AM 
_ reconciling the Mori to himſelf, 2 Cor. v. 197 
and. to 2 his. Attributes and Relations, to us, 
by ſhewing himſelf willing to be reconciled to 
us, notwithſtanding our Prouvocations? See him, 
therefore, upon a Th rone of Grace, and come 
boldly to him, and that will make your ö 
of him pleaſant. * REN Rt 
2. Let us dwell much, by Faith, upon aha 
Promiſes of God. What pleaſant Lives ſhould 
we lead, if we were det more intimately: e- 
quainted with thoſe Declarations. which God:: 
has made of his Good- ill to Man, and the 
Aſſurances he has ven 6f his Favour, and all 
the bleſſed Fruits it to thoſe who ſerve him 
faithfully! The Promiſes are many, and ex- 
ceeding great and precious, ſuited tb our Caſe, 3 
and accommodated. to: every Exigence : There 
are not only Promiſes to Grace; but Promiſes 
of Grace, Gract ſufficient ; and . ee 
all Vea and; Atnen in Uhriſt. 70 
What do theſe Promiſes ſtand 'i in bus, Bibles 
for, dut to de made Uſechf ? Come then, and 
let us apply them to — and inſert our 


own. 
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El audi, a God all- 
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both our Srr 
our” Pilgrimage. So well ordered is whe Cove 
nant of Grace in all Things, and fo fare, 2 Sdm. 
XXili. 5. that if, having laid up aur Portion in 


others, by their 1 
making that Service 


| Pleaſure; | 
ing themſelves above their Strength 


owh Names in theth by "Faith; what God ſaid. 
to Hbrabam, I am thy Shield, Gen. xv. 1c 1 am 
Meiont, Gem xvii, . what 


hefaid to Foſbua, I will never fail these, Mor fort 


ſabe thee, Joſhua i. 5. he ſaith to mei What 
he ſaid to all that love him, that al Things ht 


work for Good to them, Rom. viii. 28. and to all 


that tear him, that no. good Thing ſhall be want-- | 


ing to them, Pſa), xxxiv; 30. he ſatttrta me, 8 707 


why ſhould not I take the Comfbrt oflit? 


Theſe Promiſes, and the like, ate l by 


Salvation, from which we 'may\\&rww. Water | 
with Foy ; and ref of Conſelation, fi um which 


we may ſuch; and be ſatisfied.” They: willibe 
and our Song in the Houſe o? 


iteand ſo d it all aur Salbation, we would 


and Delight, we ſhould have in 
itia continual Feaſt, and ſhould go on our Way | 


rejoicing. See Plat. cxix. 111. 


3. Let us order the Affairs of our Religion f 
with Diſczetion. Many make Reſigion un- 
pleaſant to. themſelves, ':and: red mes op 1 
r of ĩt; 

by che Cir- 55 
3 it, = in itſelf would be a 
' doing Things out of Time, or - 

and under. 


taking: more than; hey aan goirhroueb with, 
eſpecially at frſt \yhich IVY er ius 


1 bus ovine «© e Ni 
GC --- | | K 


3 


bur fetch our Maintenance from it, and ſo make 
it all aur Dſre 


becomes u 


* 15 2 8 10 


into old Bettles, Matt. xi. 17; or like er- di. 
 ving the Flocks ont Day, Gen Kli. 131 If we 
male the Tüte of CHAR Beawier ads he hey 
made it, we m thank ourſelves that our Draw 
ing in it begor 1 Soli mon cautions 
us, Fcrlg, vii? 16. againſt being Breu overs: 
much, and rel ing ourſe eee. as that 
dy which we may dy Nur fbo4s, and je out- 
ſelves outof Conceit with our Religfoi There 
may be cher T döſhg in Wella ag then is 
leaſant. Od wile, 2 * 11 . 
But let us take bur Re 
fattted it, and we ſhalt” fi 
the Ways e 
dpm, then t By are Ways of Pleaſuntneſs: for,” 
the mote W ifdom, the moxe Pleuſantneſsz that 
Wisdom which wells with Prudence WI. 
dom will direct us to be *even' and regular in 


Ur eaſy." 


our Religion; to take Care that the Dutice of 


ur genetal and particular Calling, the Buſineſs: 


of our Religion, and our necelfary Bafinefs iu 


the World, do not interfere or — upon 
one another. Tt will difeRtrus | to time Bier 
aright; for, every Thing is 
in Its Seaſen, Eccleſ. ti. TT. an 
eaſy when we are in Frame ſor it. 
J. Let us live in Love, and keep- up Chric. 


Work i is then 


tian Charity, and the {ſpiritual Communion: ' 
of Saints, If we would be of good Comfort, we 


muſt be of one Mind, 2 Cor. xiti, 11 and theres: 


fore, the Apöſtle preſſeth brotherly Love upon 


us with an Aighment, taken from the Conſola i 
tions 2 Chri 15 Phil. ii. 1. o the Comfort. 
; —_ that 


— 


15 A hrid ba 
When 
gur Religion are Ways of Wil- 


r and pleaſant” 3 
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148 The PLEASURE of | 1 
that is in Chriſtiagity; as ever voa hope to 
have the Comfort of your Religion, ſubmit fo 
that great Law of it, Walli in Love. For, be- 
hold how geed, and how pleaſant it is, bow good 
ia itſelf, and pleaſant to us, for Brethren to 
dwell together in Unity! The more pleaſivg We 
are to gur Brethren, the more pleaſant we ball j 


be to ourſelves. | 2 enn a4; 5858 
_ , Nathing..makes;our Liyes more.uncomfort-, 
able than Strife and Contention : V is mes, 
int I diu among thoſe that hate Peace, Plal. 
x. 5. It is, bad being among thoſe that are 
diſpoſed toquarre), and worſe having in ourſelves 
a Diſpoſition to quarrel. The Reſentments of 
ontempt put upon us are uneaſy enough, and 
Contrivances to revenge it much more ſo. 


0 | | And Nothing makes our Religion more un- 


comfortable than Strifes and Contentions about 
| that, We forfeit and loſe the Pleaſure of it, 
ij we entangle ourſelves in perverſe Diſputings 
But, by holy Love we enjoy our Friends, 
which will add to the Pleaſure of enjoying God 
in this World, Love itſelf ſweetens the Soul, 
and revives it, and, as it is the Loadſtone of 
Love, it fetcheth in the farther Pleaſure and 
Satisfaction of being beloved: and ſo it is a 
Heaven upon Earth: For, what is the Happineſs 
and Pleaſure of Heaven, but that there Love 


reigns in Perfection? Then we have moſtPeace 
in our Buſoms when we are moſt peaceadly 


diſpoſed towards our Brethren, 


3 
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; 5. Let us, be much in the Exerciſe of holy 


4 oy, and em oy ourſelves much in Praiſe. Joy 


is ths Heart of Praiſe, as Praiſe is the Lan- 


guage of Jon; let us engage ourſelves to theſe, 
— quicken ourſelves in thele. God has made 


theſe bur Duty, by theſe to make all the other 
| Parts of eur Duty pleaſant to us; and for that 


End we ſhould.abound much in them, and 


attend upon God with Joy and Praiſe. Let us 


_ nat croud our ſpiritual Joys into a Corner of eur 
Hearts, nor our thankful Praiſes into a Corner 
of our, Prayers, but give Scope and Vent 
D 3 
Let us live a Life of Delight in God, and 
loye to think on him as we co on one Wom 
we love and value. Let the Flowing -in of 
every Stream of Comfort lead us to the Foun- 


. 


tain, and, in every Thing that is grateful to us, 


let us take that the Lord is gracious. Let the 
 Drying-up of every Stream of Comſort drive us 
to de Felktin ; and let us rejoice the more in 
God for our being deprived ef that, which we 
uſed to rejoice in. © W 
Leet us be frequent and large in our Thankſ- 
givings: It will be pleaſant to us to recount 
the Favours of God, and thus to make ſome 
Returns for them; though poor and mean, 
yet ſuch as God will gracioully accept. We 


ſhould have more Pieaſure in our Religion, if 
we had but learned in every Thing to giveThanks, 
t Theſ. v. 18. for, that takes out more than 


Half the Bitterneſs of our Afflictions, that we 


can fre Cauſe even to be thankful for them: 


G 3 And 
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Andi it infuſeth more than a double Sweetnels 
into qur Enjoyments, that they furniſh us with 
| Matter for that excellent heavenly Work of 
"Praiſe, Sing Praiſes unto bis Name for, it is 
1 Pheaſant, comfortable, as well as toniely, Pal. 
|  CXXXV, 3 ; 
6. Let us act ir in «cobftareDfſebaibedie upon 
Jelus Chriſt. Religion would be much more 
_ pleaſant, if we did but cleave more cloſely to 
Chriſt in it, and do all in his Name: The 
more precious Chriſt is to us, the more plea- 
ſant will every Part of our Work be; and 
therefore, Believing in Chriſt is often expreſſed 
by our Rejoicing in him, Phil, iii. 3. We may 
rejoice in God, r. Chriſt, as the Media- 
_ tor between us and God; may rejoice in our 
| Communion with God, when 16 is kept up 
through Chriſt, may rejoice in Hope of eternal 
Lite, — we (ce this Life in the Son; be, that 
bath the Son ef Ged, hath Life, i. e. he bas Com- 
fort, 1 John v. 11, 12. | 
There js that in Chriſt, and in his Under- 
taking and Performances for us, which is ſuffi- 
« Cievt To latisfy all our Doubts, to ſilence all our 
. Fears, and to balance all our Sorrows, He 
was appointed to be the Conſolation of Iſrael, 
and he will be ſo to us, when we have eat 
not to look for that i in ourlelyes, which is to 
de had in him only, and to make Uſe of his 
Mediation in every Thing wherein we have to 
do with God. When we rejoice in the Righ- 
tecuſnels of Chrift, and in his Grace and 
Stiength, rejoice: in his. Satisfaction and li- 
terceſſion, 
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terceſſion, rejoice in his Dominion and uni- 
verſa Agency and Influence, and in the Pro- 
s of his Goſpel and the Converſion of 
0 to him, 20 pleaſe» ourſelves with Pro- 
ö 18 bf his ſecond Coming, we have then-a 
e Joy, not. only which no Man taketh from 


eus, but which will increaſe more and more; j 
und of the Increaſe of Cbriſt's Government, 6K 


band therefore of that Peace, there ſhall be no 


End, Iſai. ia. 7. Our Songs of Joy are then y 


- moſt pleaſant,” when the Burden of them. 5 
None but Crit, None but Chr. | 
J. Let us converſe much with the Glo 
that is to be revealed- They that by Faith 
ſend their Hearts and beſt Affections before 
- them to Heaven, while they are here on this 
Earth, may in Return fetch thence ſome of thoſo 
Joys and Pleaſuræs that are at God's right Hand. 
That which goes up in Vapours of holy Deſire, 
though inſentible, in Groanings which cannot bs 


Luttered, will come down again in Dews of 


-heavenly Confolations, that will make the Soul » 
as a watered. Garden. ; 
2. Let us look much to the End of our r Way, 43 
thow glorious it wi'l- be, and that will help to 
. make our Way pleaſant, This abundantly 7 
-tisfies the Saints, and is the Fatneſs ef Ges 
Houſe on Earth, Pſal xxxvi.$, 9. This makes 
them now tu drize of the River of God's Plea- 
ſures, that with him is the Fountain of Life 


whence all thelg E'reams come, ad in his Ligle 

they nope ta ſee Light, everlatiing Light, By 
frequent Meditations on · that Reſt which re- 

G4 i mains 
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- now enter ints that Bit, and partake of the Com- 
fort of it. | 
ur Hopes of that Happiaeſo through Grace 
Would devery much ſtrengthened, and our Evi- | 
1 1 for it cleared up inſenſibly, if we did 
ttbut oonverſe more with it, and the Diſcoveries 
| , made of it in the Scripture, We may have 
Foretaſtes of heavenly Delights, while we are 
/ «here on Earth, Cluſters from Canaan while we 
Aure yet in this Wilderneſs, and noPleaſurecom- 
Parable to that which theſe afford, That is the 
ſweeteſt Joy within us, which is borrowed from 
«the Joy ſet before us. And we deprive our- 
; ſelves very much of the Comfort of Religion 
-in not having our Eye more to that Joy. We 
. TN moſt trĩiumphantly, and with the great- 


in Hope bart Glory of God, Rom. vi. 2. In 
this our Heart 1s lad, and our * rg. 
Pſal. xvi. 
15 Thirdly, Let us make it appear, that we 
have indeed found Wiſdom's Ways to be 
Pleaſantneſs and her Paths Peace. If we i 
experienced thrs Truth, let. us evidence our 
E and. not only in Word but in 
Deed, bear our Teſtimony to the Truth of it. 
Let us live as thoſe that believe the Sweetneſs 


of Religion, not becauſe we are feld it, but de- 
cauſe we have tafted it, 1 Jobn i. 1. | 

If fo de then (to borrow the Apoſtle's Words, 
e 1 Pet. li. 3 A have . that the Lord is gra- 


6 ind, 


wains for the Peoj ple of God, 'Heb. iv. 3. we | 


Degrees of holy Glorying, when we rejoice 
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cionts, if we have, indeed, found it a pleaſant 
Thing to be religious, the e 

1. Let our Hearts be much enlarged in all 
religious F.xerciſes, and all. Inſtances of Goſ- 
- | pel-obediendt, The more pleaſant the Ser- 

vice of God js, the more we ſhould abound 
- in it. When God enlargeth our Hearts with 
dais Conſolations, he expects that we ſhould run 
the Way of his Commandments, that we ſhould 
exert ourſelves in our Duty with more Vigour, 
and preſs forward the more earneſtly towards 

AC_—=- EET TR 

This ſhould make us forward to every good 
Work, and ready to cloſe with all Opportuni- 
ties of ferving God and. doing Good. That, 
which we take a Pleaſure in, we need not to 
be twice called to. If indeed the Hearts of 
thoſe rejoice that ſeek the Lord, as in Pſalm cv, 
3. then, when God ſaith, Scet ye my Face, how 
ſteadily ſhould our Hearts anſwer at the firſt 

Word, Thy Face) Lord, will we ſeth, Pſalm 

xxvii. 8. and how glad will they be, when it is 
faid unto us, Let us go to the Houſe of the Lord, 
Pſalm cxxii. 1. This ſhoult make us forward 
to Acts of Charity, that there is a Pleaſure in 
doing Good; and we ſhoul&refle with Com- 
fort upon it, that we have done Something that 
will turn to the Honour of God and our own 
_—n "eee an ers gy 
This ſhould make us lively in our Duty; 
the Heart fixed in hearing the. Word, and in 
Prayer and Praiſe. Thoſe that take Delight in 
Muſic, how doth it engage dem! How do all 
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the Marks of a cloſe Application of Mind ap- 
pear in their Countenance and Carriage? And 
| Thall not we, by our attending on the Lord with- * 
out Diſtraction, make it to appear, that we at- 
tend upon him with Delight, end are in our 
lement, when we are in his Service! Let 
this be my Reſi for ever | Here let me dwell all 
the Days i my Life ! Pſal. xxvii. 4. 
This ſhoulg keep us conſtant and unwearied 
in the Work an Service of God. What is 
really our Delight, we are, not ſoon weary of. 
If we delight in the approaching to God, we 
will ſeek bim daily, and make it our dat 3 
Work to honour him. If Meditation and 
Prayer be ſweet, let them be our daily =. 
255 3 and let this bind our Sculs with a 
Bond to God, and the Sacrifice, as with Cords to 
the Horns of the Altar, With this we ſhould 
anſwer all Temptations. to Apoſtacy ! Shall 1 
quit ſo good a Maſter, and fo good a Service? 
Intreat me not to leave Ghrift, or to turn from 
following after him; for it is good to be here. 
Here let us make Falorneclas, Watt. xvli. 4. 
Whither elſe all we go, but to him that has the 
Words of eternal Life? 
2. Let our whole Converſation be chearful, 
and Melancholy be baniſhed, Are the W ays 
of Religion pleaſant? Let us be pleaſant in 
them, both to ourſelves and to thofe about us. 
. As for theſe who are yet in a State of Sin and 
Wrath, they have Reaſon to be melancholy, let 
the Sinners in Zion be afraid, be afflicted, Joy 
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de with Peace ? Rejoice not, Olſrael, for Foy as 
other People, for thou- haſt gone 4 Waring from 


thy God, Hol. ix. 1. 


* 


J% and fit down, 


U 


Cauſe to be chearful, and ſhould A Hearts 
to be ſo. Ariſe, Wine ; ; for, thy Light is come, 
Tai. 1x, 1. Is the Sun of Righteouſneſs. riſen 
upon us? Let us ariſe, and — forth as the 
Morning with che i That Comfort, 
 Chri/t directs to our Souls, let us reflect back 
upon others. And, as our Light is come, ſo is 
our Liberty. Art thou looſed from the Bands of 
thy Neck / O captive Daughter of Zion, awake, 
ares put on thy Strength, pas on on thy beautiful 


But thoſe, who through Grace, are called 
out of Darkneſs into a marvellous Light, have 


Gar ments, an 7 thyſelf ** the Dyft 3 ariſe, 0 
Jeruſalem, J a. lil. I, . | 
| Though vain and carnal Mirth is both a 


great Sin and a great Snare, yet there is a holy 
Chearfulneſs and Pleaſantneſs of Converſation, - 
_ , Which will not only conſiſt very well with 
ſerious Godlineſs, but greatly promotes it in 
ourſelves, and greatly adorns it, and recom- 
mends it to others. 


A merry. Heart, Solomon 

| faith, doth Good like a Medicine, Prov. xvii, 22. 
and maketh fat the Bones; while a broken Spi- 
rit doth hurt like aPoiſon, and drieth the Bones. 
Cyriſtians ſhould endeavour to keep up a chear- 
ful Temper, and not indulge themſelves in that 
E is ſadning and diſquieting to the Spi- 
and they ſhould uſe it in all holy Con- 


Verben that thoſe, they converſe vi . 
» | 7 6 6 3 may 


8 
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2 The PLEASURE : of 
Tee they did not renounce Pleaſure, when they 
embraced Religion. 

T am ſure,” none have fo much. Reaſon to 4 
Joice as good People, nor have any ſo much 
done for them to encourage their Joy, and + 
there fore to allude to that of Jonadab to Ammon, 
Why art thou, being the King's Son, lean from 


= Day ts Day 2 Sam. xiii. 4. Are we in Prof- 


7 f 


Water toith a merry 


ity? — let us be chearful, in Grati- 
tude to the God ot our Mercies, Wie ex pects : 
that we ſhould ſerve him with J ub, and 


Giadueſi of Heart, in the Abundance of all Things, 


Deut. xxviii. 47- and TY. takes! it in, if we 


5 do not. 


n 275 tf flir ? at Bec ad caveta; 
* cieet te (Lupe) # ſcirrit. Mart. 


: Ate wein AMiQion? yet let i us be chearful, | 


that we may make it appear our Hap ppines is 
not laid up in the Creature, nor our 'Treafures 
on Earth. If it is the Privitege of Chriſtians | 
to rejoice in Tribulation, let them not throw 
away their Privilege, but glory in it, and make 
uſfe'of it. Let the Joy of the Lord, that hath 
1nfuſed"itfelf into our Hearts, diffuſe itſelf into 
all our Converſe. Go thy Way, eat thy Bredd 
, Eccl. ix. 7. and drink thy Vine, nay, 


worth: 
if thou thoutdeſt be reduced to that, drink fair 


Heart, if thou haft good 
Ground to hope, that, in Chriſt Jeſus, God note 


accepteth thy Works. And this. To of the Zum 


3 
* Let 
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3. Let us look with Contempt on the Plea- 
ſures of Senſe, and with Abhorrence upon the 
| Pleaſures of Sin. The more we have tafted of 
the Delights of Heaven, the more our roy 
ſhould be put out of Taſte to the Delights ol 
this Earth. Let not thoſe, who have been feaſt- 
ed with the Milk and Honey of Canaan, hanker 
after the Garlic and Onions of Egypt, 
Let us keep at a Diſtance from all forbidden 
Pleaſure; there is a Hook under thoſe Baits, a 
"Snake under the green'Grais ; a Rock under 
s thoſe ſmooth Waters, on which Multitudes 
have ſplit. We muſt ſo dread the Drunkard's 
_ Pleaſure as not to hook upon the Wine when it is 
red, Prov. xxiii. 31. fo dread the Pleaſures of 
the Adulterer as not to loat upon a Woman to 
uf after ber, Matt. v. 28. for, theſe Pleaſures 
bl Sin not only are but for a Seaſon, but at the 
Jaft they bite like a Serpent and ſting like an 
Adder. Either ſpiritual Pleaſures will deaden 
the Force of the Pleaſures of Sin, or the 
Pleaſures of Sin will ſpoil the Reliſh of ſpiri- 
tual Pleaſures, ET os 5 
Let us keep up a holy Indifferency, even to 
the lawful Delights of Senſe, and take Heed 
ol loving them more than God. The Eye, 
that has looked at the Sun, is dazzled to eve- 
ry Thing elſe: Have we beheld the Beaut 
of the Lord? Let us fee and own, how fe 
Beauty there is in other Things. If we do a- 
ny Thing unbecoming us by the Allurements 
"of-Pleaſure, we may well ſay, Offer theſe 
Things to thoſe that know no better; but we 


do, 
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do, and will never leave Fountains of living 
Water for Ciſterns of Puddle-Water. | 


ariſeth from an Opinion that the State of others 

is berter than our own, which we grudge, and 

are diſpleaſed at; and wiſh ourſelves in their 
Condition. Good People are often cautioned. 
2 this Sin: Be not then envious again cuil 


* 
o 


9 


4. Let not our Heerts envy Sinners : J 


en, nor defire to be with them, Prov. xxiv. 4. 


Pfal. xxxvii. 1. for, if there be all this Pleaſure 
io Religion, and we have experienced it, ſ urely 


* 


e would not exchange Condition with any 
Sinner, even in his beſt Eſtatae. 
Envy not Sinners their qutward Proſperity, 
their Wealth and Abundance, which put them 

into a Capacity of having all;the Delights of 

Senſe, wound up to.the Heights of Pleaſura- 
dleneſs: Though they lie zpon Beds of Ivory, 


\ 


Amos vi. 4, 5, ©. and firetch themſelves upon 


their Couches, and eat the Lambs of the Flacks, 
and the Calves out of the Midi of the Stall, thaugh 
they chant to the Sound of the Viol, drink ine in 
 Bouls, and anoint themſelves with the chief Oint- 


ments; yet theſe have no Reaſon to envy them, 


whoſe Souls duell at Eaſe in God, who are fed 
with the Bread of Life, the true Manna, An- 
4 ip Food, and drink of the Hater of Life free- 


ly, that mate Melody with their Heart to the 
Lord, and are made to bear from bim Foy and 


_ Gladneſsz and have received the Anointing of 
the Spirit. If we have reliſhed the Delights 


of Religion, we will ſay, as David, Let us 


Envy 


| being RELIGIOUS: . 4. 100 
Envy not Sinners the Liberty they take to 
of that they can allow themſe]ves in the full 


Evjoyment of theſe Pleaſures, which we can- 
not think of without Horror. But have not 


we then the Enjoyment of thoſe Plesſures, 


which are infinitely better, and which they 
are Strangers to? We canot have both; and, 
of the two, are not ours, without Diſpute, 


preferable to theirs ; and why wen fond We 
envy them? Their Pleaſures are enflaving, ours 


enlarging : Theirs debaſing to the Soul, ours 
ennobling : Theirs jurfeiting, ours ſatisfying : | 
Tbeirs offenſive to God, ours pleaſing to him: 
Theirs will end in Pain and Bitterneſs, ours 
will be perfected in endleſs Joys. And what 
Reaſon then have we to envy them ? 
5. Let not our Spirits fink, or be de} ected, 
under the Afflictions of this preſent Time. 
We diſparage our Comforts in God, if we lay 
too much to Heart, our Croſſes in the World; 
and therefore, hereby let us evidence, that, 
being ſatisfies of God's loving Kindneſs, we 
are ſatisfied with it. Let us lock upon that 
as ſufficient to balance all the Unkindneſſes of 
Men. They that value themſelyes upon God's 
Smiles ought not to vex Ws d at the 
"World's Frowns, The Light of God's Coun- 
_ tecancecan thine through the thickeſt Clouds of 
the Troubles of this preſent Time; and there- 
fore, we ſhould walk in the Light ofthe Lord, 
even then, when, as to our outward Condi- | 
tion, we fit in Darkneſs. 
We manifeſt that we have found true De- 
* and Batisfaction in the Service of God, 
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Paul, when we are as forrowful, yet we may 
be always rejoicing, and may take Pleaſure in 


. . Yet, when aſterwards they yield the pe aceable 


When the People of Irael are commanded bs 


Stranger, the Futherlsſs, end the Widew, that they 


and Communion with him, when the Pleaſure 
of that will make the bittereſt Cup of AMic: 
tion, that our Father puts into our Hand, oo 


only paſſable but pleaſant ; ſo that, like bleſſed 


Intirmities and Reproaches, becauſe though for 


the , preſent they are not joyous but grievous, 


? 


ruit of Righteouſneſs, they become not grie- 
vous, but truly joyous, Bleſſed is the of 

mhes hou . 
6. Let the Ple. ſure we have found in Reli- 
gion diſpoſe us to be liberal and charitable to 
the poor an! diſtreſſed. The pleaſing Senſe 
we have of God's Bounty to us, by which he 


has done ſo much to make us eaſy, ſhould en- 


gage us bountifully to di/{ribute to the Neceſſities 


of Saints, according to our Ability, not only to 
keep them from periſhing, but to make them 
eaſy ; and that they may rejoice as well as we. 
Chearfulneſs, that enlargeth the Heart, ſhould 
open the Hand too. Paul obſerves it concern- 
ing the Church of Macedonia, who were ready 


to give for the Relief of the poor Saints at 


Jeruſalem, that it was the Abundance of their 


oy, their ſpiritual Joy, their J y in God, that 


@bounded unto the Riches of their Liberality, 2 Cor. 


viii. 2. 


to rejoice in every good Thing which God had 
given them, Deut. xxvi. 11, 12. they are com= - 
manded alſo to give freely to the Levite, the 


may 


an 
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may eat and be filled. And, hen upon! A 

_ Tparneular! Oecaſion they are directed to vat the 

"Fat, and drink the Set, Neh. viii. 10. at the 

fame Time they are directed to ſend Portions'to 
them for whom Nothing ir prepared: And then 
the Jay of the Lord will be their Strength. By 
our Wer charitable we'fhould- flew that we 
e chearful; that we chearfully taſte God's - 
© Goodneſs in what we have, and truſt his 
_ Goodneſs for what we may heredfter want. 
. Let «8 do what we-cattto'brin others: to 
partake of che ſame Pleaſures of Religion that 
we have taſted, 'eſpeeiall: thoſe that are under 
our Charge. It adds· ry much to the Plea- 
ſure of an Eajoymest 'tb"communicate it to 
- others, eſpecially" when the Nat ure of it' is 
ſuch, that we have not the leſe, but the more 
. rather; for others ſharidy in it. What good 
Tidings-we hear that are of common Concern, 
- we defire that others may hear them, and be 
glad too. He that has been found a loft Sheep 
- ealls- bis Friends and Neighbours to rejoice With 
him, Luke xv. 6. much more he that has found 
Chriſt, and found Comfort in him; who can 
ſay not only, Come and rejoice with me, but 
Come and partake with me; for, yet there is 
Room enough for all, though ever ſo''nume- 
rous, enough for each, 1 ever ſo necel- 
| ſitous and craving. 

. "When Sampfon had ſound Honey in the Car- 
caſs of the 1225. Judg. xiv. 8. he brought ſome 
of it to his Parents, that they might partake 
| with him : T as, when we have found a 92 
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in God's Couris better than a hoard, 

would invite others into thoſe Courts, by. t 25 

ing. them what God. Hat dene for aur Seals, Pal. 

. Inyie 4h. and howewilling heis to do he ſame 

for theirs, if they in like Manner apply thbem- 
ſelves io him. M hen Andrei with a ſurpr prizing = 

. Pleaſure had found the MAeſſiab, John i. 41. 45. 


| he cannot reſt till he has brought his Brother 


Peter to him; nor Philip p, till he had brought 
his Friend Nathanial. 1 hey, that are feaſted 


_ , with the Comforts gf God's Houſe, ſhoule not 


; £ovet to eat their Mqrſel alone; but be willing 
to communicate of their ſpiritval Things, 
8. Let us be villing 10 die, and leave this 
W World. We have Reaſon to be aſhamed of 
. ourſelves, that, we, whorhave not only laid up 
aur Treaſure above, but fetch our Pleaſure 
thence, yet are as much in Love with our pte- 


* feng State, and as loath to think of quitting it, 
 qa54F our Treature, and Pleaſure, and All, were 
4 W+apt-up in the Things of Senſe and Time. 


b:L.be Delights of Senſe; entangle us, and hold 
7: us here: heſe arc the Thiege that make us 
: Joath to die, as one once ſaid, viewing his fine 
Houſe and Gardens, And are theſe Things 
| ſufficient to court us to: thay here, when God 
calls us to ariſe and depart ; for, this is not. our 
Res? Mich. ii. 10. 
Let us not be afraid toremave from: a World 
of Senſe to a World of Spirits, ſince we have 
found the Pleaſures of Senſe not worthy to be 
compared with ſpiritual Pleaſures, When in 
eld Age, which is one of the V alleys of 
e 


* 


Death within ourſelves, and ſee the Day ap- 
proaching, the Pleaſure we havein loving God, 
and believing in Chriſt, and in che Ex preſſions | 

of holy Joy and Thankfulneſs, ſhould make 
even a fick Bed and a Death Bed eaſy; the 

Saints ſhall be joyful in Glory, and Hall frog 

aloud upon their Bede Pial. exlix. 5. thoſe Beds 

to which they are confined, and from which they 

ate removing to their Graves, their Beds in the 
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the Shadow of Heath: we can no eas ; 
_ reliſh the Delights of the. Body, but they be- 
come ſaplſs — taſteleſs, as they were o Far- 
- zillat, yet we need not call thoſe. evil Days, 
- and Years, « in which we have 10 Pleaſyre, if we 


have walked. and petſevered in Wiſdom's 
Ways; and, if fo, we may then, in old Age, 

look back with Pleaſure upon a Hife well-ſpegt Ia 
on Earth, as Hezehiah did, and look forward 
with more Pl-aſure upon a Life to be better 8 

ſpent in Heaven. 


And when we have | 8 a 8 of 8 


Darkneſs. Our Religion, if we be faithful to 
it, will furniſh us with living Comforts, in dy- 
ing Moments, ſufficient to balance the Pains 


of Death, and take of the Terror of it; and 
to enable us to triumph over it; O Death, 


where is thy Sting? Let us then evidence our 
Experience of - 5 Pleaſures ot Religion, by 


living above the inordinate Love of Life and 
Fear of Death. 


Laſtly, Let us long fe the Perfection of 
theſe pirual Pleaſures in the Kingdom of 


Glory. Wnen we come thither, — not till 


then, | 


* — 
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then, they will de perfected; while we are 
| here, as we know a love but in Part, ſd 


| "rejoice but in Part, even our ſpiritual Joys 


here have their Damps and Alloys; we mik 
Tears and Trembling with them: But in Hea- 
ven there is a Fulnéſs of Joy without Mix- 
- ture, and Pleaſures for evermore withodt Pe- 


8 ' Tiod or Diminution. Chriſt's Servants ill ö 


- there enter into the Joy of their Lord, and it 
ſhall be everlaſting Joy. 


And what are the Pleaſure i in the way of 


op Wiſdom compared with thoſe at the End-of the 


Way? If a Complacency in the divine Beauty 
and Love be ſo pleafant Wine we are in the 


+ Body and are abſent from the T,ord; what will 
it be when we have put off the Body and go 


to be preſent with the Lord? if a Day in 


God's Courts, and a few Minutes ſpent there 
in his Praiſes, be ſo pleaſant, what will an Eter- 
- nity within the Veil be among them that dwell 


in his Houſe above, and are ftill praiſing him? 
If the Earneſt of our Inheritance be fo comfort · 


| able, what wil: the Inheritance itſelf be? 


Now, wherever there is Grace, it will 


de aiming at and preſſing towards its own 
Perfection: It is a Well of Water ſpringing 
up to eternal Loſe, 3 John iv. 14. This there- 
fore we ſhould be- longing for. Our Love 
to God in this World is Love in Motion, 
in Hcaven it will be Love at Reſt: Oh! when 
hall that Sabbatiſm come, which remains 
for the People of God! Here we have the 


Pleaſure of looking towards God, Oh! when 


ſhall we come and appear before hin! Our 
Lord 


e 
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be with Cbriſt is far better. Now are we the 
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Lord Jeſus, when at bis laſf Paſſover, which 
aeftly defied to eat with his Diſciples, - 


he bad drunk of the Fruit of the Vine, ſpeaks 


as one that longed to drink it new in the King- 


dom of bis Father, Matt. xxvi, 29. It is very, 


pleaſant to ſerve Chriſt here, but to depart and | 


Sens of Ga John iii. 2. apgitis very pleaſant - 


to think of chat: But it doth noi yet appear thhat 


we Hall der Something there is in Reſerve, 


which we are kept in ExpeRation of. We are 
not yet at Home, but ſhould long to be there, : 


and keep ug holy Defires of that Glory to be re- 


vealed, that we may be quickened as longas 


e Mork forthe 


f 


igh Galling, 
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